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“Our 2008 priority list is short:
Take care of customers.”

“Admittedly, our action list is a little longer.

Build relationships

founded on integrity and trust.
Develop financial products

based on choice and value.
Use technology

to power products and empower people.”

C st

Darrell McAllister
CEQ and Chairman of the Board

Real-world, what does that mean for our customers?

Real-world, it means taking care of our customers’ financial needs with unique products like
ChoiceRewards Checking and ChoiceRemote Deposit.

And, real-world, it means taking care of our customers’ safety and security by footing the bill to
protect them against identity thelt through ChoiceSecure. ChoiceSecure provides turnkey resolution
il one of our personal checking account customers is a victim of identity thefr.

This is today’s short list. Call us. The list of choices gets longer every day.

Bank of Choice

THE CHOIGE YOU CAN BANK ON.

Evans / 3635 23rd Avenue » Fort Collins / 1044 West Drake Road = Greeley 10th £ 3780 West 10th Street
Greeley West 7/ 7251 West 20th Swreer, Bldg. A « Planeville 7 370 Justin Avenue
Windsor £ 1270 Automation Drive, Ste, 100

(D

Alse located in: Arvada / Aurora / Conifer / Denver / Elizabeth / Englewood S Kiowa / Parker

BankofChoiceOnline.com (970) 506-1000

E
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MAKING VISIONS REALITY

Ready for Development

Pratt Technology Campus, at the front door
to Johnstown, is the prime development
opportunity in Colorado’s most dynamic
and fastest growing corridor. It is fully
ready for development:

ANNEXED AND ZONED MULTI-USE PUD
* COMMERCIAL: OFFICE & RETAIL
e HOSPITALITY
* R&D, MANUFACTURING, PRODUCTION
* LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
* SERVICE

Pratt Technology Campus has water and
sewer lines in place to fully serve the site
and a full delivery water agreement with
the Town of Johnstown. The seller owns alll
mineral rights. Natural gas and electricity
are available adjacent to the site. The site
will benefit from expanded Colorado
Highway 60 and relocated 1-25 frontage
roads and will be served by two fully
lighted intersections.

This opportunity is ready for final develop-
ment without delay. There will not be
another opportunity like this one on this
entire corridor.

For additional information,
please contact 303.776.4496:

Phil Marti

pmarti@prattland.com

James Unger
junger@prattland.com

Jonathan Nelson
inelson@prattland

105 S. Sunset, Suite H, Longmont, CO 80501
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Collaboration key in building high-paying jobs

The Northern Colorado

Economic Development
Corp. has been an ex-
tremely busy organization
these past few years as we
collaborate with our part-
ners to increase regional
wealth. While NCEDC
focuses on Larimer County,
we know the importance
of working together with
others, including primary
employers, Upstate Colo-
rado Economic Develop-
ment (which focuses on neighboring Weld
County), our chambers of commerce, regional
public entities and government, educational
institutions, work-force centers, nonprofits,
incubator initiatives and many more.

This cooperative attitude helps us to
influence creation of well-paying jobs for our
citizens, create a positive and thriving business
climate, and find equitable solutions to big is-
sues such as transportation, education funding
and work-force development.

This region is blessed with natural beauty,
an abundant and educated work force, natural
resources, entrepreneurial and innovative
people, and a diversified business climate. A
study completed in December 2007 shows that
we have an enormous supply of an underem-
ployed work force. Overall, the study concludes

that there are 45,900 workers potentially avail-
able for employers.

NCEDC engages existing employers in our
Business Retention and Expansion initiative
and works with companies or site selectors
looking at Northern Colorado to move their
company or division. NCEDC has brokered
incentives for companies ranging from obtain-
ing state and local training dollars to tax-reim-
bursement incentives.

NCEDC focuses on a diverse set of clusters:

O Biosciences — This cluster includes bio-
logical and pharmaceutical research, as well as
instruments designed and manufactured for
use in this research.

O Clean Energy — The Clean Energy cluster
includes businesses involved in developing
wind, solar, agricultural and biological sources
of energy, as well as companies that modify
and improve existing technology to make it
more efficient.

O Computer Chip/Semiconductor Design —
High-tech chip design and manufacturing is an
important source of high-paying, primary jobs
in Larimer County. Notable employers include
Hewlett-Packard Co. (Fort Collins), Intel Corp.,
Advanced Micro Devices, Advanced Energy
Industries Inc., Avago Technologies Inc., and

many more.

O Niche Agricultural Products, such as bever-
age production, including beer — In 2007,
Colorado exported 23.3 million barrels of beer
(722.3 million gallons) — more than any other
state. Larimer County is home to Anheuser-
Busch Cos. Inc.and several well-known smaller
breweries that bottle and distribute their
products throughout the region and across the
United States.

O Analytical Instruments and Measuring De-
vices — The instruments cluster is closely tied
with the bioscience and semiconductor (chip)
clusters. This cluster is made up of companies
involved in the design and production of diag-
nostic and measurement devices with a wide
array of uses, including electronic, agricultural,
chemical, and biological.

O Software — Larimer County is home to
nearly 300 software companies. Most are small-
to medium-sized (fewer than 50 employees),
although there are a handful of larger firms.

Maury Dobbie is president and CEO of the North-
ern Colorado Economic Development Corp. She
can be reached at 970-667-0905 or via e-mail at
mdobbie@ncedc.com.

‘Economic Profile’ reflects groundbreaking partnership

Information accessible
with even the most basic of
today’s computers equipped
with a broadband connec-
tion has resulted in height-
ened and more sophisti-
cated competition between
communities when it comes
to attracting new economic
investment and new primary
employers.

While much of the com-
petition is driven by the fact
that economic-development
services are typically defined by jurisdictional
boundaries and funded by public and private
entities within those boundaries, the reality is
that employers make locational decisions based
on regional factors.

Labor to support an employment sector
is drawn from a commute distance, not from a
given city or county. Proximity to an interna-
tional airport or a major university is defined by
drive time; not by what city they happen to be
located in.

The fact that this document represents
a regional marketing effort of two distinct

economic-development organizations that work
first and foremost for the benefit of their own
defined boundaries is truly groundbreaking in
our region. There is a growing realization that
the strengths of one jurisdiction are comple-
mented by the amenities of the other jurisdic-
tion, and vice versa — with the result that both
are stronger from a marketing perspective.

Weld County has a proud heritage as one of
the nation'’s top producers of agricultural prod-
ucts — a heritage that continues today. In 2007,
the Swift and Co. Greeley beef-packing plant
was purchased by family-owned JBS of Brazil,
the world’s largest beef processor. Immediately,
JBS announced that it would add a second shift
to the Greeley operation, adding 1,300 jobs.

Today, Weld County is home to different,
and in some cases, emerging industry sectors.
A case in point is our energy industry. Weld’s
13,000 active oil and gas wells lead the state.
The Wattenberg gas field that lies under large
sections of Weld County is one of the nation’s
largest — promising opportunity for Weld’s oil
and gas industry for years to come.

Our nation’s growing interest in renewable
energy has brought new focus to Weld County.
Front Range Energy is one of three producing

ethanol plants in Colorado. Ice Energy LLC has
developed innovative, energy-saving approach-
es to commercial and residential air condition-
ing. UQM Technologies Inc. has commercialized
several applications for permanent magnet
motor technology — with the promise of
reducing dependence on fossil fuels. And Weld
County is proud to have been chosen in 2007 as
the site for the North American manufacturing
headquarters of Vestas Blades A/S, of Denmark
— the world’s leader in wind energy.

Stellar quality of life; projections of sus-
tained significant population growth; as well as
access to Denver International Airport, several
leading institutions of higher learning and one
of the nation’s documented highest qualified la-
bor forces all add up to opportunity for business
in Weld and Larimer counties — an area we call
Premier Colorado. We invite you to take a closer
look.

Larry Burkhardt is president and CEO of Upstate
Colorado Economic Development. He can be
reached at 970-356-4565 or via e-mail at lbur-
khardt@upstatecolorado.org.
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Every new home
comes with an e
exceptional

new lifestyle.

Not to mention

outstanding

sunsets as well.

Welcome Center

|

Homes priced from the $100s to over $2 million.

Condominiums, townhomes, patio homes, single

family homes, lakefront luxury residences.

tel: 970.686.5828 ¢ www.watervalley.com

is open daily. % MTER VélLLE Y Windsor, CO

Just 10 minutes east of 1-25 using Crossroads Blvd. e Home of Pelican Lakes Golf Course



- Table of Contents ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008
TABLE OF CONTENTS R
FEATURES GEOGRAPHIC PROFILES UPSTATECOLORADO
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Letters 2 Ault 65
Quick Facts. 10,11 Berthoud. 65 Upstate Colorado Economic Development
Region built on innovation, entrepreneurship, 6 Dacono, 66 822 Seventh St, Suite 550
Fort Collins offers choices for business, residents. 12,13,14,16 Eaton 66 Greeley, CO 80631
City promotes ‘Uniquely Fort Collins’ cluster. 16 Erie 67 Phor)e/F.ax:‘970-356-4565/970—352-2436 .
Ag to software: Greeley diversifies base 18,19,20 Estes Park 67 Serylces. Enyate economlc»dgvelopment corporation f(hat
N " assists existing and prospective primary employers with
Loveland captures hearts, business. 22,23 Firestone. 68 resources helpful in expanding revenue and employment
Population boom fuels Evans business growth 24 Fort Lupton 68 opportunities.
Manufacturing gems shine in Windsor. 25 Frederick 69 E-mail:info@upstatecolorado.org
Residents, businesses flow into Brighton 64 Garden City. 69 Iburkhardt@upstatecolorado.org
Universities set firm foundation for business 54,55 Gilcrest 70 www.upstatecolorado.org
Downtowns lure business, residents. 56,57 Hudson 70
Region’s lifestyle helps lure employers 58,59,60 Johstown 71
Demographics 61,62 Keensburg 71 NORTHERN
Resources, 79 Kersey. 72 COLORADO
Investors. 80 Laporte 72 } ¥
Lasalle 73
INDUSTRY CLUSTERS Lochbuie 73
Mead 74
Area grows food, beverage industry. 26,27 Milliken 74
University, federal labs foster bio/life sciences 28,29 Nunn 75 Economic Development Corporation
Larimer, Weld dial up business services. 30,31 Pierce. 75
Tech firms build computer, electronic hub. 32,33 Platteville 76 Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation
Technology, demand fuel energy cluster. 34,35 Severance 76 3553 Clydesdale Parkway, Suite 230
Sponsoredby: THE GREAT WESTERN Timnath 77 Loveland, CO 80538
SEvrrorwINT conrany Wellington 77 Phone/Fax: 970-667-0905/970-669-4680 _
Medical providers find healthy market 36,37 Services: Prlva_te econo_mlc—development corp. Focgs is to
. L leverage public and private funds to strengthen existing
Region tests well for analytical instruments. 38,39 ! . -
" employers, support expansion projects and recruit new
Innovators program regional software cluster. 40,49 employers.
Region delivers for logistics companies. 50,51 E-mail-info@ncedc.com
Manufacturers find business-friendly climate 52,53 mdobbie@ncedc.com
www.ncedc.com

ADVERTISER INDEX

Alliance Construction Solutions 21

Bank of Choice Inside Front Cover
City of Fort Collins 15

Coe Construction, Incorporated 79
Columbine Health Systems, 9

CSU Office of Economic Development 62

Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority. 41 - 48 Insert
Drahota 9

Earth Engineering Consultants, Inc. 21

Ehrhardt Keefe Steiner & Hottman PC 62

Employer Solutions Group 21

Flood & Peterson Insurance, Inc. 59

Fort Collins Real Estate 17

Frii 39

Great Western Industrial Park 63

Greeley - Weld County Airport. 20

Guaranty Bank And Trust Company. 57

Jehn Engineering 4

JR Engineering 60
McWhinney. Back Cover
Pratt 1

RMI2 78

Realtec Inside Back Cover
Sperry Van Ness The Group Commecial LLC 21

Vaught Frye Architects 60

Water Valley 3,5
Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce 78

- Colorado owned civil engineering, surveying and project management firm
- Staff of 70 celebrating 25 years

Northern Colorado/Upstate Colorado Economic Profile was produced by Northern Colorado
Business Report Inc.on behalf of the Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.and
Upstate Colorado Economic Development. Reproduction or reuse without prior written
permission of Northern Colorado Business Report Inc.is strictly prohibited.

Publishers: Jeff Nuttall and Christopher Wood
Creative Director: Jim Schlichting

Northern Colorado Business Report Inc.
141 S.College Ave.

Fort Collins, CO 80524

970-221-5400 Fax: 970-221-5432
www.ncbr.com

Copyright 2008 by Northern Colorado Business Report, Inc.
Cover photography: Downtown photo courtesy of Fort Collins Downtown Development

Authority. State Farm Insurance Co. photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography, tech
photo courtesy of Advanced Energy Industries Inc., nature photo courtesy of Jeffrey Svoboda

- Commercial, industrial and subdivision experience
- Client list and project experience on web site at ...

engineering - surveying - planning - management
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Retail, Business, Commercial

EAGLE

C R OS SIN G

at Craédramld gou/evam{

Northeast corner of
Crossroads Blvd. & 1-25.
In the Heart of Mainstreet NoCo.
158 acres
(pad sites available)
WWW.EAGLECROSSINGNOCO.COM

AIRPARK OF THE

FT

. COLLINS/LOVELAND+CO

North of Crossroads Blvd. &
West Frontage on I-25.
In the Heart of Mainstreet NoCo.
230 acres
(under development)
WWW.AIRPARKOFTHEROCKIES.COM

MarinaPlaza

at WATERVALLEY

Adjacent to the Pelican Lakes
Golf Course and
Lake Water Valley in Windsor.
33 acres
(construction to commence mid ‘08)
WWW.WATERVALLEY.COM

With a master-planned vision for smart growth The time is right to make your move.
that will integrate mixed-use communities into

the fabric of the region and over 4,500 acres of Call 910_686_5828
master-planned commercial and residential com- today.
munities that all offer dramatic mountain views, 1625 Pelican Lakes Point, Suite 201

LAND COMPANY the numerous properties available from Water Valley Windsor, CO 80550 » Fax: 970-686-2768

Land Co. supply the widest range of ideal locations
LLC within the bustling Northern Colorado I-25 corridor. Information subject to change without notice.
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Education, amenities fuel population boom

It's a region of innovation, education and opportunity.
Add in breathtaking natural beauty and quality of life,and the reasons for Northern Colorado’s emergence as an entrepre-
neurial center become as clear as the region’s 300-plus days of sunshine.

The area that encompasses Larimer and Weld counties covers a vast 6,593 square miles and includes one of the most-
dynamic economies in the nation, with communities that are among the most-desirable places to live.

Embracing the majestic Rocky Mountains on the west and the Great Plains on the east, Northern Colorado is located
just north of metropolitan Denver, with easy access to Denver International Airport.

Northern Colorado now totals 513,000 people, up sharply from 432,000 in 2000.That growth has been particularly ap-
parent in Weld County, which ranked as the No. 1 fastest-growing met-
ropolitan area in the country from 2000 to 2003.The boom is expected J .
to take population in the two counties to more than 730,000 by 2020. I t S a reg | O n Of

What'’s bringing all of those new residents? First is a climate of

innovation and

entenreneur, innovation, education

ship, one that has

sparked creation of d H
thousands of startup a n Opportu n Ity'
companies in bank-

ing, health care, high

technology and business services.

A solid base of Fortune 100 employers fosters innovation and entre-
preneurship. Companies operating in the region range from Hewlett-
Packard Co.to Intel Corp., State Farm Insurance Cos.to Anheuser-Busch
Cos.Inc. Many companies, especially in the high-tech arena, have spun
out of larger corporations.

The high state of innovation and entrepreneurship prompted local
government and business groups to launch the Rocky Mountain Innova-
tion Initiative, designed to promote a culture of innovation and entre-
preneurship,and helps connect entrepreneurs with financial resources,

Natural beauty is just one reason that Northern Colorado is attractive to employers.
The Rocky Mountains form a magnificent backdrop to communities throughout government and educational connections and other groups.

Larimer and Weld counties. Photos by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography Also attracting new residents, and fue“ng new companies, isa
highly educated work force. For example, 39.5 percent of Larimer County
residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher, as of the 2000 census, and
Fort Collins ranks as the No. 1 metro area for concentration of computer

6 WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG



ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

Northern Colorado -

WINDSOR

J

NSTOWN

GREELEY

PLATTEVILLE

FORT LUPTON

|

COLORADO

and computer-peripheral workers, 7.6 percent,
among comparably sized metro areas.

ECONOMIC-DEVELOPMENT SUCCESS
Larimer and Weld counties benefit from
two economic-development agencies that
work closely to facilitate corporate relocations
and expansion.The Northern Colorado Eco-
nomic Development Corp., based in Loveland,
focuses mainly on Larimer County. Upstate

Colorado Economic Development, based in
Greeley, focuses on Weld County.

Both agencies have played prominent
roles in some of the region’s greatest econom-
ic-development successes:

O Vestas Wind Systems A/S selected
Windsor, which straddles Larimer and Weld
counties, for a wind-turbine manufacturing
plant that will employ about 700 workers.The
plant will open in mid 2008.

O AVA Solar Inc., commercializing tech-
nology developed at Colorado State University
in Fort Collins, is building a new solar-panel
manufacturing plant along Interstate 25 in Fort
Collins.The plant will anchor a new renewable-
energy park planned by CSU.

O JBS Swift & Co., the world’s largest
beef processor, is adding 1,300 workers to its
Greeley plant.

O Woodward Governor Co.relocated its
corporate headquarters to Fort Collins from
Rockford, Ill., in late 2006.The company is a
world leader in energy-control systems and
reached $1 billion in sales in 2007.

O Heska Corp., which produces phar-
maceuticals for companion animals, recently
completed its new headquarters in Loveland.

Both NCEDC and Upstate Colorado can
assist businesses seeking relocation or expan-
sion information, including assisting with a
variety of economic incentives offered on the
local or state level.

AN EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

One attraction for companies coming to
the region is a base of prominent universities
and community colleges.CSU is a world leader
in veterinary sciences, as well as engineering
and other disciplines.

CSU president Larry Penley has made
economic development a core mission of the
university and has established the Office of
Economic Development to help channel the
region’s efforts. Many companies have located
in the region because of research ties to CSU.

In Greeley, the University of Northern

WWW.NCEDC.COM 7



ECONOMIC PROFILE ::

Northern Colorado 2008

Tvll\ ‘J l :

Long’s Peak serves as a backdrop for many Northern Colorado communities. Photo by Richard L. Koshak, Lightworks Photography, lightworkerphoto.com

Colorado boasts prominent nursing and ed-
ucation programs. UNC’s Monfort College of
Business is the only business school in the
nation to have won the coveted Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award.The col-
lege recently formed the Monfort Institute,
which works with other Baldrige winners to
continue their paths of excellence.

The region also offers outstanding
higher education through Aims Community
College, Front Range Community College,
the Institute of Business & Medical Careers
and others.

RETAIL, COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Retail opportunities abound in North-
ern Colorado.The Greeley Mall comple-
ments many new retail opportunities on the
booming west side of town, and revitaliza-
tion efforts are transforming the city’s his-
toric downtown into an arts and shopping
center.

Fort Collins boasts one of the most-
vibrant downtowns in the country,and Gen-
eral Growth Properties is finalizing plans

Intel Corp. is one of many high-tech comp
mercial Real Estater Services Inc.

to redevelop the Foothills Mall along the
booming South College Avenue corridor.

Additionally, Bayer Properties LLC is
building Front Range Village, a mixed-use
project on East Harmony Road, adjacent to
some of the region’s most-prominent high-
tech firms.

that have

bliched

Loveland also is undergoing a retail
renaissance. Lincoln Place,a $25 million,
290,000-square-foot mixed-use develop-
ment is expected to be a catalyst for down-
town’s revival.

The city has also grown on its booming
east side, with the 3,000-acre Centerra de-

operations in Northern Colorado. Photo courtesy of Realtec Com-

8 WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG



velopment, which includes retail, offices, housing
and recreational offerings. The Promenade Shops
at Centerra, a project by Poag & McEwen, has
brought many national retailers to the region.

Additionally, Centerra developer McWhinney
plans Grand Station, which will encompass 1 mil-
lion square feet and will include a mixture of retail,
office and residential uses in a project that evokes
images of a Victorian-era downtown.

ARTS,ENTERTAINMENT

Northern Colorado is widely known for its arts
and entertainment offerings, ranging from visual
arts to performing arts, with the Lincoln Center in
Fort Collins, the Union Colony Civic Center in Gree-
ley and the Rialto Theater in Loveland attracting
world-class entertainers.

The region is also home to a healthy visual
arts sector, with local galleries displaying the work-
ers of local artists and sculptors.

CLOCKWISE: HAR NYCENTER BUILDING FORT COLLINS - HIGHMARK, STEAMBOAT SPRINéS

BANK OF COLORADO PLAZA AT 2534, JOHNSTOWN - MOUNTAIN PEAK MEDICAL OFFICE, LARAMIE, WY

It’s not just about constructing Fort Collins: Steamboat Springs:

133 ) 133 PO Box 272269 Alpine Bank Building
bulldmgs’ it’s about bulldlng Fort Collins, CO 80527 1901 Pine Grove Road, Suite 202

relationships. At Drahota, we’re Phone: 970.204.0100 Steamboat Springs, CO 80487
committed to the kind of partnership www.drahota.com Phone: 970.871.7823

that brings out the best: in projects

and in people.

Columbine cares for seniors

heritage: a tradition since 1971

Carlng: providing Independent Living,
Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing, Home Care,
Medical Equipment, and Out-patient Therapy

famlly locally owned and operated

www.columbinehealth.com

WWW.NCEDC.COM 9



GO WEST, YOUNG MAN

New York Tribune publisher Horace Greeley encouraged
migration westward back in the 19th century, and that
pattern continued through the 20th and now the 21st
centuries.Today, Larimer and Weld counties represent
one of the fastest-growing regions in the country:

Larimer:
2000:251,494
2006:276,253

Weld:
2000: 180,936
2006:236,857

2000 population: 432,430
2006 population: 513,110

The Greeley MSA was ranked as the No. 1 fastest-growing
MSA in the country from 2000 to 2003 and the second-
fastest growing from 2000 to 2006.

(Yes, Greeley took its name from Horace Greeley, who
inspired and helped finance the Union Colony on the site
of present-day Greeley.)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

SELECTED PRI
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‘BEER IS GOOD’

Colorado ranks as the top beer-producing state, producing 23.3 million S ¢ "g‘ . among the
barrels in 2006. Two of the nation’s largest brewers are in  Fort Collins: o€ untie \ ation,
* Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc., makers of Bud and Bud Light. T
* New Belgium Brewing Co., makers of “Fat Tire.”

Odell Brewing Co. is another major brewer in the area.

As New Belgium CEO Kim Jordan is fond of saying,“Beer is good.”

Northern Colorado

ALL ROADS
LEAD TO
NOCO

Larimer and Weld counties - Northern Colorado is graced’ .

boast major arterials, allowing  with five scenic waterways:

for easy interstate access: :
Big Thompson R =
Ca w a | uar e

ttle Thom psol
uth Platte Rivel

E-470 (Denver beltway)
Interstate 25
Interstate 76 Pl
U.S.Highway 85 .Vrain Rivel
U.S.Highway 34

U.S.Highway 287

Nearby:
Interstate 70
Interstate 80

e JBS
ocessing

;. ‘{re’sno,Ca
~ 2.Kern, Calif.
- £
- 3.Tulare, Ca if.

4.Monterey, Calif,
' 5. Weld Colo.

I
| ource 1997 Census of 7& \L

INDUSTRY CLUSTERS

Analytical Instruments

Bio/Life Sciences

Business Services
Computers/Electronic Manufacturing
Energy, including Clean Energy

Food processing/Value-Added Agriculture
Health Care

Information Technology/Software
Logistics

Manufacturing

Uniquely Fort Collins
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Denmark-based Vestas Wind Systems A/S is building a 600-employee

Erie Municipal Airport

Greeley-Weld County Airport

Fort Collins-Loveland Municipal Airport —
Denver International Airport . "j

wind-turbine manufacturing plant in Windsor? Each turbine is half as
long as a football field ...

Greeley-based Hensel Phelps Construction Co.is the 18-largest T
general contractor in the world? It's also one of the largest employee-

owned firms ...

Woodward Governor Co., a publicly traded manufacturer

of energy-control technology, moved its world headquar- UNIVERSITIE S

ters to Fort Collins in 2006? Look for Fort Collins in more . "
Colorado State University

press-release datelines ... S5 University of Northern Colorado
L% Nearby:

Rocky Mountain National Park’s Trail Ridge Road is the A Regis University

highest continuous paved road in the nation, reaching ) University of Colorado at Boulder

. . . . University of Denver
a high point of 12,183 feet.The road typically is cleared University of Wyoming

of snow and opened around Memorial Day and closes

P

in September or October, when it becomes impassable ...

Centennial, the epic best-seller by James A. Michener,

was set in a fictional town between Greeley and Kersey in ———

Weld County.The University of Northern Colorado
in Greeley hosts the James A. Michener Special Collection ROCKY MOUNTAIN
" NATION AL PARK
= w

of manuscripts, letters and other writings ...

The Cache la Poudre River gets its name — which
means “hiding place of the powder” — from an
1820s incident in which French fur trappers buried
their gunpowder along the river to hide it from

Indians after a snowstorm ... v

SPECTATOR SPORTS

CHL: Colorado Eagles
UIF: Colorado Ice

Nearby:
! NHL: Colorado Avalanche (Denver)
Old Town Fort Collins helped inspire the design of Walt Disney’s Main : AFL: Colorado Crush (Denver)

SR ... f
Street U.S.A.? Former Fort Collins resident Harper Goff worked with r MLS: Colorado Rapu!s (Denver)
Disney on design of Main Street U.S.A.and incorporate many building “ - CQlorado HogkiesJughuey

TRIK

e

i

The Overland Trail, one of the great pioneer trails of the
19th century, wound through both Larimer and Weld coun-
ties in Northern Colorado ...

NFL: Denver Broncos 4
designs from Fort Collins in the plan ... NBA: Denver Nuggets ' a
MLL: Denver Outlaws '

Denver International Airport
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Fort Collins
offers choices for
business, residents

CSU, skilled workers
attract tech employers

It's called the Choice City, and it lives up
to its nickname. Fort Collins, located just 60
miles north of Denver along Interstate 25,
offers choices in education and employ-
ment, restaurants and retail, health care and

housing, arts and entertainment.

Those opportunities have helped transform
the city into one of the nation’s entrepreneurial
hotbeds, luring Fortune 100 companies and the
spinoff companies that they generate.

Ranked by Money Magazine as the No. 1
“Best Place to Live”in America in 2006, Fort Col-
lins boasts one of the most dynamic economies
in the country.

One of the greatest attractions of Fort
Collins is its lifestyle, including benefits derived
from its location along the Rocky Mountains.
The Cache la Poudre River runs through the city,

CoIO{afio State University is a major asset t_o the city ofFort_ Collins, complete with a trail a Iongside, offe ring hiking,
providing a wealth of programs that contribute to economic devel- . . . .
opment. Photo courtesy of Colorado State University biking, kayaking, fishing and other recreation.

Downtown Fort Collins is considered a gem of
the region, with Victorian-era buildings mixing
with modern office, retail and loft developments.

The city has grown rapidly in recent years,
with population reaching 129,467 in 2006, up 9
percent from 118,652 in 2000.

An entrepreneurial hotbed

Fueled by a highly educated work force, a
major research institution and a variety of federal
laboratories, Fort Collins hosts some of the larg-
est technology companies in the United States,
including Hewlett-Packard Co., Avago Technolo-
gies Inc,, Intel Corp., Advanced Micro Devices Inc.,
LSI Logic Inc.,and many others.

Home-grown companies include Advanced
Energy Industries Inc., which supplies power-
conversion devices used in the manufacture of
semiconductors, flat-panel displays and other
products.

12 WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG
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Fort Collins -

The city of Fort Collins is nestled along the spectacular Rocky Mountains. Natural beauty is just one reason that companies make the “Choice City” their destination of choice. Photo by Paul Nielsen, Down to Earth Aerial Photography

“It's called the

Choice City, and

it lives up to its

nickname.”

7

Fort Collins has also proved attractive for
corporate relocations. Woodward Governor Co.in
late 2006 announced the move of its headquar-
ters to Fort Collins. The world'’s largest indepen-
dent manufacturer of energy-control systems
already had major operations in Fort Collins and
Loveland.

Beverage production is a significant industry
in the city, with Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. operat-
ing a brewery along I-25 in the city. Additionally,
Fort Collins is a national hub for microbrewers,
including New Belgium Brewing Co., Odell Brew-
ing Co.and others.

CSU is a principal driver of the economy in

Fort Collins and the state overall, with programs
in engineering, energy research, business, veteri-
nary sciences, bioscience and other disciplines.

The CSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital is
regarded as one of the top such programs in the
nation.The university recently broke ground on
its $42 million Diagnostic Medicine Center.The
90,000-square-foot building will house the uni-
versity’s Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, Clinical
Pathology Laboratory, Animal Population Health
Institute and other programs.

The Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory is one of
seven labs in the country used by the U.S.Depart-
ment of Agriculture to test for mad cow disease.

WWW.NCEDC.COM 13
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Residents of Fort Collins enjoy easy access to the Colorad s, including Hor h Rock (above) and Hor h Reservoir (below)
Photos by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography

CSU works closely with federal Forest Service and the U.S. Depart- the region as a center for renewable-
laboratories as well. The Centers for ment of the Interior. energy research and production.
Disease Control and Prevention’s Fort Collins is also a founding That emphasis is helping CSU
Division of Vector-Borne Infectious member of the Northern Colorado spinoff AVA Solar Inc. with plans to
Diseases is located in Fort Collins and Clean Energy Cluster, a consortium of build a 500-job solar-panel manufac-
offers research into Dengue Fever, business, research and government turing plant in Fort Collins by the end
Lyme Disease, West Nile Virus and organizations designed to promote of 2008.

other ailments.

CSU in 2007 unveiled the Rocky
Mountain Regional Biocontainment
Laboratory on the university’s Foot-
hills Research Campus.The $30 mil-
lion facility features Level 2 biosecure
laboratory space and is part of an
infectious-disease research complex.

Also part of the complex will
be the Research Innovation Center,
where business entrepreneurs will
collaborate with CSU scientists to de-
velop treatments for various diseases.

Fort Collins also boasts the
Natural Resources Research Center,
located in the Centre for Advanced
Technology.The five-building com-
plex includes operations of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, the U.S.

14 WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG



CITY OF FORT COLLINS ECONOMIC HEALTH

Fort Collins |
where renewal Is a way of life

Maybe the best place to start a new business
is where people have no shortage of initiative.

¥ Industry clusters: Bioscience, Clean Energy, ¥ Vibrant Downtown
Software, Chip Design. %x Strong and innovative public schools
& Voted Best Place to Live by Money Magazine 2 Home to Colorado State University, a world
¥ Top City for Entrepreneurs by Entrepreneur class research institution
Magazine ¥ Poudre Valley Hospital, a top
¥ "Fastest City” for Research and Development 100 hospital nationwide
by Fast Magazine
CONTACT:
Mike Freeman, business@fcgov.com City of Fort Collins

Economic Advisor and CFO 970.416.2259 fchV. com
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The city of Fort Collins has defined
several industry clusters, including one

that is “Uniquely Fort Collins.”The cluster

“includes businesses whose products

and operations contribute to the eclectic,
innovative, and high quality of life in Fort
Collins,”according to the city’s Web site.

Cluster employment totaled 7,146 in

2005, giving Fort Collins the third-highest

concentration of similar “unique” city
clusters nationwide.

Here are the niches that up the cluster:

O Artistic and cultural entertainment
— includes firms involved in production,
sales,and education of performance and
visual arts, as well as museums, historical

sites, and zoos or botanical gardens.

O Recreational and retail activities —

Includes retail boutiques with less than
10 employees, sports and recreational

City promotes ‘Uniquely
Fort Collins’ cluster

Sector includes arts, retail, hospitality

activities, and production facilities with
consumer interaction (i.e. brewery tours).

O Hospitality — Includes indepen-
dent full-service restaurants and traveler
accommodations.

Most of the estimated 400 “Uniquely
Fort Collins”businesses are located in the
north part of the city, many of them in the
Old Town area.

The cluster includes large employers
such as the Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. Fort
Collins brewery, New Belgium Brewing
Co., Odell Brewing Co.,and the Fort Collins
Brewery.

Other notable cluster companies
include specialty retailers such as Jax
Outdoor Gear, The Perennial Gardener,
The Cupboard and many others.

Fort Collins boasts a vibrant d« with the D

De

lop Authority

financing a number of public improvement projects, including alleyway enhance-
ments. Many companies in the “Uniquely Fort Collins” cluster are located downtown.

Photo courtesy of the Downtown Development Authority

City of Fort Collins
www.fcgov.com

Colorado State University
www.colostate.edu

Fort Collins Area Chamber of Commerce
www.fortcollinschamber.com

Fort Collins Downtown Development
Authority
www.downtownfortcollins.org

Northern Colorado Economic
Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com

Rocky Mountain Innovation Initiative
Www.rmi2.org

Square miles 51
Population 2000 118,652
Population est.2006 129,467
Labor force 77,323
Employment 72,932
Per capita income $26,357
Median household income $45,846
Households 55,784

A sampling of Fort Collina’ largest employeras.

Poudre Valley Health System 3,975
Hewlett-Packard Co. 2000
Woodward Governor Co. 985
Columbine Health Systems 850
Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. 700

16
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FORT COLLINS" retnventing Aowntown.
REAL ESTATE Call the downtown experts today 970-212-2452

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, & INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS

BLOCK 23 - 3.67 ACRES

Entire City Block for Sale in Downtown Fort Collins
Now taking reservations for build to suit Office / Retail

&

PEAM FLATS

EVERYTHING, STEPS FROMYOUR DOOR

Enjoy walkable downtown living in this fantastic
new live/work community in the heart of Fort Collins.
Residential & Commercial space available.

Now pre-selling clean energy powered Eco
Luxury Flats in Old Town Fort Collins.
Reserve yours today!

Call the downtown experts today to learn more ahout Mike Jensen :: 970-212-2420
these exciting new properties & many more. Matt Evans :: 370-215-3221

JJ Hannah :: 970-212-2435
1220 S. College Ave. Fort Collins,CO 80524 :: www.fortcollinsRE.com
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....._;Greel 3 d1vers1f1es base

City among fastest-growing in nation

That advice popularized by New York newspaperman Horace Greeley inspired millions of
pioneers to venture west in the 19th century, and proved the inspiration for the community
that bears his name in Northern Colorado, the Weld County seat of Greeley. Now entering the
21st century, Greeley still embraces that pioneer spirit.
Greeley is located about 45 miles north of Denver and sits along U.S. Highways 34 and 85.
The city is an easy jaunt to Interstate 76 to the east and I-25 to the west. Union Pacific Corp.’s
Denver-Cheyenne mainline route also runs through the city.
Greeley has witnessed rapid growth in recent years.The
Greeley metropolitan statistical area, which encompasses Weld "
County, grew to 236,857 in 2006, compared with 180,936 in G O We St’
2000.Weld County ranked as the No. 1 fastest-growing metro-
politan area in the country from 2000 to 2003.
Greeley itself grew from 76,930 in 2000 to 89,046 in 2006. yo u n g m a n 7
Several thriving industry clusters have fueled the city’s
rapid growth. Upstate Colorado Economic Development, a n
Greeley-based agency that works to foster business growth in g O We S t °
Weld County, targets the clusters, which include:

Greeley remains true to its western heritage, as evidenced by the Greeley Stampede,
the world’s largest Fourth of July rodeo. Photo courtesy of Greeley Stampede
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O Energy, including fossil fuels and renewable
energy.

O Food processing.

O Information technology/software.

O Manufacturing.

O Business services.

Upstate’s efforts are complemented by the
city of Greeley’s Economic Gardening program
— one of a few in the nation.The program
nurtures existing businesses by providing
resources to assist in their growth.

Greeley also is part of the Rocky Mountain
Innovation Initiative, a program designed to
promote innovation and entrepreneurship in
the region.

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008 Greeley -

Colorado is known for the Rocky Mountains, but much of the state is taken up by the Eastern Plains. The Pawnee National Grasslands, located
just minutes from Greeley, offers a different view of the state’s natural beauty. Photo courtesy Greeley Chamber of Commerce

Recent economic activity in Greeley includes:

O Brazilian beef conglomerate JBS SA RESOURCES

acquired Greeley-based Swift & Co.to form JBS
Swift & Co., the world’s largest beef proces-
sor.The company subsequently announced a City of Greeley Economic Gardening program
second shift at the plant, adding 1,300 workers. www.greeleygov.com/CMO/EconomicGardening.aspx
O Semperian Inc., which provides back-
office support for GMAC, chose Greeley for a
new inbound call center,employing 150 work-

Greeley Chamber of Commerce
www.greeleychamber.com

ers. Upstate Colorado Economic Development
O StarTek Inc., founded in Greeley, con- www.upstatecolorado.org

tinues to expand in the city and now employs

1,000 people.

O State Farm Insurance Cos. built a three-

building, 450,000-square-foot regional head-
quarters in Greeley’s Promontory business park. G REELEY PROF"—E

The company employs 2,000 people locally.

O Excelsior Software Inc., which produces Square miles 30
educational software for tracking of grades, Population 2000 76,930
plans to build a 30,000-square-foot headquar- Population est.2006 89,046
ters building at Promontory. Labor force 48,861

Greeley is attractive to business for many Employment 45,459
reasons, including a favorable cost of living. Per capita income $19,514
Housing prices in particular are lower than in Median household income $40,140
many other parts of Colorado, as are prices for Households 31,736
other goods and services.

RETAIL CONTINUES GROWTH
Greeley'’s burgeoning population has
sparked a retail boom, especially on the city’s

SNAPSHOT

west side. Major national retailers, such as The

Home Depot, Border’s, Lowe’s and others have A sampling of Greeley’s largeat employera.

all set up shop on the western side of town, .

where much of the population growth is con- JBS Swift & Co. 3,653

centrated. North Colorado Medical Center 2,700

The Greeley Mall, owned by Chicago-based State Farm Insurance Co. 2,061

GK Development Inc,, recently added a 12- StarTek '“_C- 1,000
One of Greeley’s greatest assets is the University of Northern Colorado, screen movie theater and several popular new UAP Holding Corp. 2 75
which offers some of the best education, nursing and business programs in restaurants.

the nation. Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography

WWW.NCEDC.COM 19
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Additionally, efforts are ongoing
to revitalize downtown Greeley, which
boasts a rich collection of historic archi-
tecture and is home to the Union Colony
Civic Center, a state-of-the-art perform-
ing-arts center, and the Greeley Ice Haus,
an indoor ice arena.

AN EDUCATIONAL BASE

Adding to Greeley’s attractiveness to
business is the presence of the University
of Northern Colorado, with an enrollment
of more than 11,000. UNC is renowned for
its programs to train nurses and teachers.
The university’s Monfort College of Busi-
ness is the only undergraduate business
school to have won a coveted Malcolm
Baldrige National Quality Award.

Aims Community College, based in
Greeley, works closely with local employ-
ers to tailor courses for their needs. Aims
also has campuses in Loveland and Fort
Lupton, and recently announced plans for
a campus in Berthoud, in Weld County.

Additionally, the Institute of Business

& Medical Careers recently expanded to The Umvers:ty of Northern Colorado boasts an enrolll of 11,000 in Greeley, contributing millions of dollars to the Greeley economy.
Greeley from Fort Collins. Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography

PERFECT LANDINGS
PERFECT OPPORTUNITIES

Colorado’s Perfect Choice

Greeley-Weld County Airport

Go Anywhere!

P.O. Box. 727 4 Greeley,"

€i=s57 970.336.3000. www gxy.net
Great. From the Ground Up. /\ m ’gﬁ :
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Earn more
interest
than you
ever have
before.

Northern rado
BUSINESS
DataBank BUSINES

The Vault’s Always Open
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Greeley

VL
NN

Alliance

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS

Your Partner in Construction Services

Building Excellence
into the Future

Proudly serving Colorado since 1982

www.allianceconstruction.com

Call or visit us online and see how partnering with ESG can help

you make your paperwork disappear this upcoming year.

Employer Solutions Group

888.810.8187

801.223.7007 www.esghr.com

EARTH ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS, INC.

Providing northern Colorado with
critical geotechnical consulting for
a full spectrum of building projects
—roads and highways,
subdivisions, municipal facilities,
commercial development, schools,
industrial parks and more.

Phone: 970-545-3908
Fax: 970-663-0282
4396 Greenfield Drive
Windsor, CO 80550

2400 East Bijou Avenue, Suite B
Fort Morgan, CO 80701

Email: ethanw@earth-engineering.com
www.earth-engineering.com

Human Resources # Payroll  Employee Benefits ¢ Workers' Compensation

t[¢ Sperry Van Ness.

The Group Commercial, LLC

The/Difference

Local Knowledge Combined With National Resources

« Enhanced commercial real estate
brokerage services for our customers

« Building upon our regional
relationships with a national
marketing platform

« The evolution of The Group, Inc.
Commercial Department

Sperry Van Ness / The Group Commerecial, LLC
2020 Caribou Drive, Suite 201, Fort Collins, CO 80525

970.207.0700
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Loveland captures
hearts, business

Tech employers, retailers embrace city

Loveland has emerged as the epicenter of Northern Colorado.
Situated at the interchange of Interstate 25 and U.S. Highway 34 just 45
miles north of Denver, the Sweetheart City offers easy access to communities
throughout Larimer and Weld counties.
That location has put Loveland at the forefront of an explosion of develop-
ment along the I-25 corridor, much of it on the city’s eastern edge. Centerra,
a 3,000-acre mixed-use development at I-25 and U.S. 34, includes a variety of
office, residential and retail offerings. Poag & McEwen of Memphis, Tenn., devel-
oped The Promenade Shops at Centerra, a lifestyle center that includes Dick’s
Sporting Goods, Barnes & Noble, Macy'’s
and many other high-end retailers.
McWhinney, developers of Centerra, also
plan Grand Station, which will encompass

“ LOVe I a n d h a S e m e rg ed 1 million square feet and will include a mix-

ture of retail, office and residential uses in a

a S t h e e p i Ce n te r of z::jjg\t/vt:ta:;:‘okes images of a Victorian-
N O rt h e r n CO I O ra d O.” Other developments in Loveland recently:

O Poudre Valley Health System,
based in Fort Collins, has opened Medical
Center of the Rockies, a new 136-bed hos-
pital at Centerra.
O McKee Medical Center, owned by Banner Health of Phoenix, is in the
midst of a $70 million expansion project.
O Heska Corp., a manufacturer of pharmaceuticals for companion animals,
opened a 60,000-square-foot corporate headquarters at Centerra.

Arts has emerged as a key element in the Loveland

Loveland enjoys a wonderful blend of natural beauty and economic dynamism. Lake

Loveland (above) provides a scenic and recreational element in the heart of the city. economy, with sculptures placed thra 0“9'70'1 t the
Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography city. Photo courtesy of Richard L. Koshak, Lightworks
Photography
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O The O’Connor Group of Boulder
recently completed the $25 million Lincoln
Place, a mixed-use project downtown.The
project includes 200 apartments, 22,000
square feet of retail space and a 292-car
parking garage.

O John Q.Hammons Hotels is build-
ing a 263-room Embassy Suites hotel and
75,000-square-foot conference center
along I-25.

Loveland benefits from complemen-
tary economic-development programs.The
city runs the Loveland Economic Garden-
ing Program, designed to assist small busi-
nesses and grow Loveland’s economy from
within.

Additionally, the Northern Colorado
Economic Development Corp. works to
bring new business to Loveland, and to
help existing businesses with expansion.
The city is part of the Rocky Mountain
Innovation Initiative, an incubator program
designed to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship in the region.

Loveland co-owns and operates the
Fort Collins-Loveland Municipal Airport, a
1,000-acre facility that serves corporate air-
craft and one commercial airline, Allegiant
Air, which offers flights to Las Vegas.This
general-aviation airport is a valuable asset
to Northern Colorado.

Windsor developer Martin Lind is
working on a plan for Airpark of the Rock-
ies, which would be located adjacent to the
airport, with through-the-fence operations.
Like the rest of Northern Colorado, Love-
land has experienced a population boom.
Population has climbed from 50,608 in
2000 to 61,122 in 2006, according to the
U.S.Census Bureau.

The Thompson School District is the
state’s 16th-largest, with five high schools,
five middle schools and 18 elementary
schools.

Loveland is home to a campus of Aims

Loveland’s natural setting is a major draw for employers seekii

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

™

quality of life.

Photo courtesy of Loveland Chamber of Commerce

years ago moved its fairgrounds to a site in
Loveland along I-25.Known as the Ranch,
the complex includes the Budweiser Events
Center,a 7,200-seat arena that hosts major
sporting and entertainment events.The
Ranch also includes a variety of other
exhibition facilities.

Loveland is home to several profes-
sional sports teams.The Colorado Eagles, a
Central Hockey League franchise, regularly
play to sell-out crowds at the Budweiser

an out

Events Center.The center also hosts the
Colorado Ice indoor football team.
One of Loveland’s greatest assets is a thriv-
ing arts community, including performing
arts, foundries and visual arts.The city hosts
the Governor’s Invitational Art Show and
includes many galleries.

Loveland’s diverse offerings demon-
strate why it's become the darling of the
region’s business community.

RESOURCES LOVELAND PROFILE

City of Loveland
www.ci.loveland.co.us

Loveland Center for Business
Development
www.lovelandbusinessadvice.com

Loveland Chamber of Commerce
www.loveland.org

Loveland Economic Gardening Program
www.lovelandeconomicgardening.com

Square miles 25.5
Population 2000 50,608
Population est.2006 61,122
Labor force 27,060
Employment 26,164
Per capita income $21,889
Median household income $47,119
Households 12,293

SNAPSHOT

Community College, as well as Colorado Northern Colorado Economic A sampling of Loveland’s largest private employera.
Christian University,and is just a few miles’ Development Corporation
drive from Colorado State University in Fort www.ncedc.com Wal-Mart Distribution Center 1,225
Collins, and the Larimer County campus of Hach Co. 830
Front Range Community College. Rocky Mountain Innovation Initiative McKee Medical Center 771
Additionally, Larimer County several wwwrmi2.org Medical Center of the Rockies 600
Agilent Technologies Inc. 550
WWWw.NCEDC.com 23
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Population boom fuels
Evans business growth

Weld County community adds retail amenities

One of Colorado’s oldest cities ranks
as a bedroom community, but with a
growing business base. Evans, established
in 1869 when Colorado was still a territory,
was named for Colorado’s second territo-
rial governor, John Evans.

Today, the city is experiencing rapid
growth. Population grew to 17,977 in 2006,
up 89 percent from 9,514 in 2000, accord-
ing to the U.S.Census Bureau.The city was
ranked the fastest-growing community in
Colorado — among towns with a popula-
tion of more than 10,000 — in 2002.

Many of those individuals work
outside the city limits, which encompass
about 10 square miles. Evans residents
commute to Greeley, Fort Collins, Loveland,
or the Denver metropolitan area.

New housing developments have shot
the city toward the west and south. Evans
is bounded on the north by the city of
Greeley, the Weld County seat.

Evans enjoys excellent highway access
via U.S.Highways 85 and 34 and is on
Union Pacific Corp.’s Denver-Cheyenne
mainline.The city is just 46 miles from
Denver and 37 miles from Denver Interna-
tional Airport, and is within an easy drive
of both Interstate 25 and Interstate 76.

Evans is just 25 miles from the beauti-
ful Rocky Mountains and, like the rest of
Colorado, enjoys more than 300 days of

The Tri-Pointe Business Center formerly served as the regional headquarters for State Farm Insurance Cos., which built a new corporate campus in
west Greeley. Today, Tri-Pointe house the Evans operation of Nashville, Tenn.-based Asurion Corp. Photo courtesy Tri-Pointe Business Center

sunshine per year.

Greeley’s largest private-sector
employer is Nashville, Tenn.-based Asurion
Corp., which processes insurance claims on
wireless-phone policies. Asurion employs
about 400 workers in the Tri-Pointe Busi-
ness Center, a 233,000-square-foot facility.

Evans is also promoting business-park
development, including the Stonegate
Industrial Park and the Evans Industrial
Park. Great Western Ethanol LLC also plans
to develop an ethanol plant in the city.

Ethanol is not the city’s only con-
nection to the energy sector.The vast
Wattenberg oil and gas field lies beneath
much of Weld County, and Evans boasts a
strong presence from the energy-related
companies, with Anadarko Petroleum
Corp.and Kerr McGee among the city’s
largest employers.

Evans has developed incentive pro-
grams to foster economic development.
Businesses that meet certain criteria can
obtain a waiver of certain city develop-
ment fees, as well as some city sales and
use taxes on construction materials, fixed-
equipment and machinery installation or
facility leases.

Retail grows with population
Evans has added a variety of new
retail offerings, especially along the city’s

western edge. As the city adjoins Greeley
to the north, residents benefit from the
presence of major retailers such as Lowe’s,
The Home Depot, Border’s and others.

A new Sam'’s Club is planned in Evans,
and the Greeley Mall, with Dillard’s, Sears,
JCPenney and other national department
stores, sits along the city’s northern border.

Colo.Highway 402 is pegged by many
as a prime corridor for new commercial
development.The highway, which extends
from Evans to |-25, is known as 37th Street
in Evans. City officials are working to
encourage additional retail development
along the corridor.

Square miles 10
Population 2000 9,514
Population est.2006 17,977
Labor force 4,751
Employment 4,434

Per capita income $15,329
Median household income $37,158
Households 3,286

A sampling of Evans’ largest employera.

Asurion Corp. 400

Anadarko Petroleum Corp. 180

Kerr McGee 175

Envision 151
City of Evans

www.cityofevans.org

Evans Chamber of Commerce
www.evanschamber.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG
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Manufacturing gems
shine in Windsor

Kodak, Vestas make town a regional hub

Anyone considering Northern Colorado
for a relocation or expansion would need to
consider Windsor.Once mainly an agricul-
tural community, the town now attracts
interest from throughout the United States,
and recently, from international destinations.
Windsor sits 45 miles north of Denver and is
just a few miles from Fort Collins, Greeley and
Loveland.lts corporate boundaries straddle
Larimer and Weld counties. Interstate 25
provides easy access to the town, with Colo.
Highways 392 and 257 linking to U.S.High-
ways 85 and 34, respectively.

Windsor is one of the fastest-growing
communities in the state, with population
jumping to 15,976 in 2006, from 9,896 in
2000, an increase of more than 61 percent.
That population influx has been matched
by growth in industry. Eastman Kodak Co.
opened its Kodak Colorado Division in 1969,
producing medical X-ray film, thermal media,
motion-picture film and color paper.

In early 2007, Kodak sold its health-
products division to Canadian private equity
firm Onex Corp.The new company began op-
erations under the name Carestream Health
Inc. Kodak and Carestream continue as major
manufacturers in the town.

Here are some examples of other recent busi-
ness activity in Windsor:

O Vestas Wind Systems A/S of Denmark
chose Windsor for a new wind-turbine blade
manufacturing plant. Initially proposed at
466 jobs, the plant will open in the Great
Western Industrial Park in 2008, with more
than 600 workers.

O Front Range Energy LLC opened an

ethanol-production plant in Windsor in 2006.

The 40-million-gallon facility is located in
Windsor’s Great Western Industrial Park.

O Owens-lllinois Inc.opened what it
describes as the “world’s most modern glass

interchanges with both Union Pacific Corp.
and BNSF Railway Co.

The Great Western Industrial Park is des-
ignated a foreign-trade zone, meaning that
it lies outside of the customs territory of the
United States. Merchandise, both foreign and

sallForest Products

r"Busch
(Metal|ContainerdCorpy))

Windsor has landed some of the region’s major employers, including Eastman Kodak Co., Vestas Blades and Owens-lllinois. Many of those
companies are located in the Great Western Industrial Park. Photo graphic courtesy of Great Western Development Co.

manufacturing facility”in 2005.The $140 mil-
lion facility supplies bottles to the Anheuser-
Busch Cos. Inc.brewery in Fort Collins.
Vestas, Front Range Energy and Owens-
Illinois share one thing in common:location.
The companies chose the Great Western
Industrial Park, a 1,400-acre complex owned
by Great Western Development Corp.,an
affiliate of the Broe Cos. of Denver.
Companies located in the park benefit
from the Great Western Railway, which offers

domestic, can be admitted into the zone for
manufacture, storage, exhibition, processing
or assembly.

Windsor is home to other major business
parks as well.Trollco Inc., developers of the
popular Water Valley and Water Valley South
subdivisions and the Pelican Lakes Golf and
Country Club, has developed several business
parks within the town and is planning the
Fairgrounds Business Park, near the Ranch,
Larimer County’s fairgrounds complex.

Windsor -

SNAPSHOT WINDSOR PROFILE RESOURCES

A sampling of major employers. . Northern Colorado Economic
Square |:n|Ies 22.6 Development Corporation

Eastman Kodak Co. 900 Population 2000 9,896 www.ncedc.com

Carestream Health Inc. 750 Population est.2006 15,976 £ Wind

Vestas Wind Systems A/S 600 Labor force 5,540 Town > ng oy

Universal Forest Products 180 www.ci.windsor.co.us/

T Employment 5,454 .
Owens-III|n9|s Inc. 150 p o $23,057 Upstate Colorado Economic Development
Metal Container Corp. 112 eicapitalincome g www.upstatecolorado.org
Front Range Energy LLC 35 Median household income $54,976 . " .
Packaging Corporation of America 112 Households 3,608 Wmdsqr Chamberoficommerce

www.windsorchamber.net
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Region a powerhouse for beef, beer

Larimer and Weld counties have diversified to embrace many industries,
but the area remains true to its roots in agriculture and food processing.
From the first utopian agricultural community promoted

by Horace Greeley to today'’s state-of-the-art food and beverage N O rt h e r n CO I O ra d o

operations, Northern Colorado remains a dominant force in the

agricultural sector. 1 H
Scan any rankings of U.S.agricultural production, and Weld re m a I n S a d O m I n a nt fo rce

County appears near the top of the list. The same holds true for La- . .
rimer County and its brewery industry, which has helped Colorado h | I
claim the No. 1 spot as the nation’s top beer-producing state. I n t e a g rl C u t u ra SeCtO r'

Ag-related employment totals 6,467 in Weld County, accord-
ing to the Colorado State Demographer, compared with 2,187 in
Larimer County.

Weld ranks eighth nationwide in total market value of agricultural prod-
ucts sold,and No. 2 in total value of livestock, poultry and related products.
Weld is the top ag-producing county in all of Colorado.

Much of that ranking, of course, comes from the beef industry. Greeley
is home to JBS Swift & Co., the largest beef processor in the world.JBS S.A.
purchased Greeley-based Swift & Co.in 2007 to form JBS Swift. The company
late in 2007 announced plans to add a second shift at the Greeley processing
plant, adding 1,300 jobs.

Five Rivers Ranch Cattle Feeding LLC, based in Loveland, operates 11
feedlots in five states.The company employs 600 workers.

Greeley-based UAP Holding Corp.is the parent of United Agri Products,
the largest independent distributor of agricultural inputs in the United States
and Canada. Agrium Inc. of Canada is slated to purchase UAP in early 2008.

Agriculture contributes billions of dollars to the Northern Colorado economy, JBS Swift & Co., based in Greeley, is the world’s largest beef processor.
helping to grow a diverse food-and-beverage industry. Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography
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Agri-business

Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. operates a large brewery in Fort Collins, helping to make Colorado the nation’s top beer-producing state. Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography

Dairy has also emerged as a major
industry locally.Boulder-based Aurora
Organic Dairy operates a 1,000-head dairy
operation in Platteville, south of Greeley,
joining almost a hundred other dairy
operations in Larimer and Weld counties.

On the western side of Interstate 25,
Fort Collins hosts some of the region’s
largest breweries, including a facility oper-
ated by Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc.,employ-
ing 760. Anheuser-Busch’s local brewery is
located on |-25, with easy access to I-80 to
the north and I-70 to the south.The plant
supplies beer to 13 states.

New Belgium Brewing Co., based in
Fort Collins, is the nation’s third-largest
craft brewer and the No. 9 brewer overall,
according to the Brewers Association. New
Belgium beers are distributed in about
20 states, and the company’s famous “Fat
Tire"beer is highly sought-after through-
out the country.

The craft-beer industry has proved
so popular that Odell Brewing Co. of Fort
Collins is working with Colorado State
University on a course called “Brewing
Science & Technology.”The course is open
only to those 21 or older.

Local food & beverage companies employees

JBS Swift & Co. 3,653
Anheuser-Busch Cos.Inc. 760
Five Rivers Ranch Cattle Feeding LLC 600
New Belgium Brewing Co. 275
UAP Holding Corp. 240
Odell Brewing Co. 36

Brewers Association
www.beertown.org

Colorado Beef Council
www.cobeef.com

Colorado Department of Agriculture
www.colorado.gov/ag

Colorado Corn Growers Association
www.coloradocorn.com

Colorado Livestock Association
www.coloradolivestock.org

Colorado Pork Producers Council
www.coloradolivestock.org

National Onion Association
WWWw.onions-usa.org

Northern Colorado Economic Development
Corporation
www.ncedc.com

Northern Colorado Food Incubator
www.nocofoodincubator.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org
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University, federal labs
foster bio/life sciences

Research base boosts industry cluster

Northern Colorado boasts a long tradition of excellence in bio/
life sciences. Research conducted at Colorado State University, as
well as local federal laboratories, has found its way into the market-
place through spinoff companies and via technology transfer. Local
entrepreneurs have embraced the sector by launching startups,
and global companies have in some cases acquired local biotech
firms.

Today, the region boasts thousands of people employed in
dozens of bio/life science enterprises, and the sector is a targeted
cluster of local economic-development agencies.

In Larimer County, efforts to promote biosciences are focused
on the Larimer Bioscience Cluster, a collaborative program of the
city of Fort Collins and the Colorado BioScience Association.

CSU in 2007 launched two “superclusters”aimed at speeding
the transfer of innovative new technologies to the marketplace.The
superclusters — one focused on cancer research and one focused

on infectious disease — include the following primary components:

Loveland-based Heska Corp. is just one example of the region’s growing bioscience
cluster. Many bioscience companies work closely with Colorado State University.
Photo courtesy of Heska Corp.

O Academic infrastructure: A multidisciplinary alliance of re-
searchers, economists, and business experts working on innovative
research and discovery.

O Enterprise infrastructure: Promotes business alliances, new
commercial applications, and opportunities for additional invest-
ment in the research and research products.

The infectious-disease supercluster includes the launch of

Northern Colorado
boasts a long tradition
of excellence in bio/life
sciences.

WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG



Aurogen Inc. founder and Colorado State University biomedical sciences professor Douglas Ishii, foreground,
and graduate research assistant Pete Serbedzija stand in the university laboratory where they work to

forA

MicroRx, a first-of-its-kind enterprise dedi-
cated to speeding the transition of life-saving
research in infectious diseases from the
research lab to the marketplace.

The cancer supercluster includes

I7hei P

develop atr

Local bio/life science companies

Hach Co. 550
Heska Corp. 180
Tolmar Inc. 175
PR Pharmaceuticals 70
In-Situ Inc. 65

Heska Corp. of Loveland specializes in pharmaceutical products for

companion animals. Photo courtesy of Heska Corp.

ECONOMIC PROFILE

NeoTREX, a business enterprise dedicated to
expediting transition of cancer research from
the laboratory to the marketplace.

CSU’s bioscience assets also include the
College of Veterinary Medicine and Bio-

medical Sciences, consistently

- ranked as one of the top
veterinary programs in the na-
tion.The university is a leader
in infectious-disease research
and recently received a
$40 million federal grant to
develop vaccines and treat-
ments for bioterrorism agents
and infectious diseases.

Fort Collins also hosts a
number of federal laborato-
ries devoted to bioscience,
including:

:: 2008

O The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention operates one of its 11 federal
laboratories in Fort Collins. The Division of
Vector-Borne Infectious Diseases is one of
the leading vector-borne research centers
in the world. CDC opened a new $80 million
facility in Fort Collins in 2007.The facility is a
center for research in West Nile Virus, Lyme
disease, Plague, Dengue Fever, Eastern Equine
Encephalitis and other illnesses.

O The National Center for Genetic Re-
sources Preservation, formerly called the Na-
tional Seed Storage Laboratory, is operated by
the U.S.Department of Agriculture.The center
is a repository for plant genetic resources, as
well as animal semen.

The region also boasts many medical-de-
vice, instrument, pharmaceutical and biofuels
companies, many of which have ties to CSU.

www.csurf.org

www.ncedc.com

Colorado BioScience Association
www.cobioscience.com

Colorado State University College of Veterinary Medicine
and Biomedical Sciences

www.cvmbs.colostate.edu

Colorado State University Research Foundation
Colorado State University Superclusters

www.superclusters.colostate.edu

Larimer Bioscience Cluster
www.larimerbioscience.org

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation

s di Photo courtesy of Northern Colorado Business Report

WWW.NCEDC.COM
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Larimer, Weld dial
up business-services

State Farm, others find region a good neighbor

Northern Colorado’s central location and quality work force make the
area a prime location for back-office and call-center operations.
Business-support companies have targeted Larimer and Weld counties
for large-scale facilities that serve clientele throughout the nation or even
worldwide. Some of those operations have filled already-available build-
ings, while others have resulted in construction
of new regional headquarters facilities.

State Farm Insurance Co. operates a regional ’
headquarters in Greeley.The Great Western Zone N O rt h ern CO I ora d oS
Operations Center employs more than 2,000
people who underwrite insurance policies, pro- .
cess claims and oversee the company’s business Ce n t ra I I Ocat | O n a n d
in other areas.

State Farm built a new, 450,000-square-foot

campus on 130 acres in west Greeley several q U a I ity WO r k fO rce m a ke

years ago.The Greeley center serves a six-state
region and is located in the Promontory business H H
park.The park is at the junction of U.S.Highway t h e a rea a p r I m e I Ocat I O n
34 Business, U.S. Highway 34 Bypass and Colo.
Highway 257, with easy access to Interstate 25.

Back-office operations such as State Farm’s are mirrored by a large
number of inbound call centers, which have found the area a central loca-

State Farm I e Cos.op aregional head ters in Greeley, employing

more than 2,000 workers. Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography
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o . ~ Kooll Factual pag,
tion in which to do business. Among the call centers o =
to operate locally: = L
O StarTek Inc, founded in Greeley, employs 1,000 !-. -
people at two locations in the city. The company ‘-* : ‘
prOVIdES outsourcing services to the communications ’?ill'g;lgglmhnﬂll!FIIIUIIlII(IIHIIItIIwnInmmmmmmlnnmmnmmlumumunnnw ‘

industry, including customer care, sales support, order
processing and other services.

O Asurion Corp. of Nashville, Tenn., operates a
call center in Evans, employing 400.The Evans opera- ‘ L
tion is one of six national call centers for Asurion and
has seen steady growth.

O Semperian Inc., a subsidiary of GMAC, employs
250 at a Greeley call center.The facility provides ad-

A A O o o,

B

t

ministrative and customer-su pport services for GMAC Kroll Factual Data employs 375 workers at its Loveland headquarters. The Business Services
retail and lease customers in the United States and cluster is a major employer throughout Larimer and Weld counties. Photo courtesy McWhinney
Puerto Rico.

O Directech Holding Co. Inc. operates its main
office in Fort Collins.The company provides inbound
calling services for DirecTV.

O Center Partners, a Fort Collins-based subsid-
iary of British conglomerate WPP Group plc,employs
about 650 people in the city and 2,500 worldwide.
Also in this cluster is Kroll Factual Data, which pro-
vides information services to mortgage and consum-
er-lending industries, employers and landlords.The

company employs 375 in Loveland.

These companies have found an available work
force not only from within Larimer and Weld counties
but also from a wider area. Northern Colorado draws
workers from Wyoming, eastern Colorado and the
Denver metro area, with easy access via I-25.Real
estate is also more affordable than in the Denver area,
making the area attractive for such operations.

R

‘4

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation
www.ncedc.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

A sampling of employers in business services.

State Farm Insurance Co. 2,000
StarTek Inc. 1,000
Center Partners 650
Asurion Corp. 400
Kroll Factual Data 375

Semperian Inc. 250

WWW.NCEDC.COM 31
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Tech firms
build computer,
electronic hub

Skilled work force lures chip-design firms

Global technology companies have found ample The cluster includes companies engaged in produc-
reason to establish computer and electronic manufactur- tion of computers and computer-peripheral equipment
ing operations — including chip design — in Northern and is particularly prevalent in Fort Collins and Loveland.
Colorado. Fort Collins ranks No. 1 out of 50 comparably sized metro

The combination of a highly educated work force, areas for employment concentration in the sector,at 7.6
strong engineering programs at Colorado State Uni- percent,and No. 1 in absolute employment, at 6,191.
versity, a high quality of life and the presence of other The region is also one of the most tech-oriented
technology firms has created a strong computer and in the state. About 22 percent of Colorado’s computer
electronics cluster. manufacturing employees were employed in Larimer

Fort Collins ranks No. 1 out of 50 comparably sized metro areas for employment concentration
in the computer and electronics cluster. Photo courtesy of Advanced Energy Industries Inc.
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County in 2000, but that number grew to
about one-third by 2005.

The region’s computer-and electron-
ics sector began in 1960, when Hewlett-
Packard Co.opened its first division outside
of California, in Loveland.That one division
spawned creation of an entire industry in
Northern Colorado.

HP remains a dominant presence, with
about 2,000 employees in Fort Collins, but
its influence has brought other companies
to the region as well, either through spinoffs
from HP or other tech employers drawn by
HP’s presence.

Here is a sampling of other local companies
in the computer and electronic manufactur-

ing sector:
O Agilent Technologies Inc.,an HP
spinoff, em pons 550 people in Loveland. Advanced Energy Industries Inc. is just one example of home-grown companies in the computer and electronic design cluster.
The company develops technologies and Photo courtesy of Advanced Energy Industries Inc.
solutions for communications, electronics, life Semiconductor Corp. also operates a design
sciences and chemical analysis. center in the city.

O Avago Technologies Ltd., once the Computer and electronic manufacturing,
semiconductor division of HP and then Agilent,  including chip design, is a targeted cluster of
employs 650 in Fort Collins. the city of Fort Collins, which works closely

O Advanced Energy Industries Inc. with CSU, the Northern Colorado Economic
'Hl____"!______— . .
| | B E B » develops power-conversion devices and other Development Corp.and other groups to bol-
products used in the manufacture of semicon- ster the tech economy.
ductors, flat-panel displays and other products, CSU’s College of Engineering hosts the
employing 600 locally. Electrical & Computer Engineering Industrial
: s : : : ; O Both Intel Corp.and Advanced Micro Advisory Board, designed to foster growth of
Advanced Micro Devices has leased space in Fort Collins, adding to the region’s . h I hed chip-desian lab h Il , . ing discioli includi
computer and.electronics manufacturing cluster, which includes chip design. Devices Inc.have launched chip-design labs the college’s engineering discipline, including
ouirtesy of Realtec Commercial Real Estate Services Inc. in Fort Collins, both located on East Harmony facilitating connections between students and
RS Road, adjacent to HP and Avago. National private industry.
A sampling of companies in the computer and electronic City of Fort Collins
manufacturing cluster: www.fcgov.com/business

City of Loveland

Hewlett-Packard Co. 2,000 www.clloveland.co.us
Advanced Energy Industries Inc. 650 Colorado Association for Manufacturing and Technology
Avago Technologies Ltd. 650 www.camt.com
Intel Corp. 400 www.engr.colostate.edu/ece
LSI Logic Corp. 260 Northern Colorado Networking Group
www.noconet.org
RPMTechnology Inc. 17> Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation
Advanced Micro Devices 35 www.ncedc.com
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Technology, demand
fuel energy cluster

Wind, solar jobs add to fossil-fuel base

Wind energy, solar, biofuels and other renewable-energy technologies
have spawned a burgeoning clean-energy cluster in Larimer and Weld coun-
ties.

It's the 21st century equivalent to an energy industry that has thrived
in the region for more than 100 years. In the past century, coal mines helped
spawn the “Carbon Valley” towns of Dacono, Firestone and Frederick, now fast-
growing communities in southwest Weld County.

And Weld County remains a center for oil and natural-gas drilling. Beneath
Weld County’s 3,992 square miles lies a vast resource of oil and natural gas
that generates millions of dollars in tax revenues and jobs for the region.

Weld County produced almost 12.3 million barrels of oil in 2006, making it
the highest-producing county in Colorado.Weld also produced 182.67 million
metric cubic feet of natural gas in 2006.

The energy is being pulled from what'’s known as the Wattenberg Field,

the seventh-largest natural-gas field in the nation. Most of the Wattenberg
Field lies beneath Weld County, with portions nestled under parts of Adams,
Boulder Broomfield and Larimer counties.

wieColorado approved 5,313 drilling permits as of Nov.5,2007, including
.‘#32“ Weld County.Weld County currently as 12,392 active oil and gas wells.

The Ponnequin Wind Farm in northern Weld County reflects just one aspect of a dynamic energy economy that includes wind, solar, ethanol and traditional fossil fuels. Photo courtesy of Xcel Energy

Clean energy is afocus of a wide array
of Northern Colorado organizations.

THIS SECTION SPONSORED BY: THE GREAT WESTERN

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
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Prevalence of oil and gas drilling pro-
duces many benefits for the region, including
severance-tax revenues to the county and
state, jobs and occupancy of industrial/ware-
house real estate.

But the region is also embracing clean
energy, and the new employment opportuni-
ties the sector presents. Here's a sampling of
the region’s growing clean-energy sector:

O Vestas Wind Systems A/S, the world's
largest manufacturer of wind turbines, has
selected Windsor, in Weld County, for a new
wind-turbine manufacturing plant that will
employ more than 600 people.The company
was brought to Windsor with the assistance of
Upstate Colorado Economic Development.

O AVA Solar Inc,, a startup company
spinning off technology from Colorado State
University, has announced plans for a 500-job
plant in Fort Collins. The company will trans-
form ordinary sheet glass into solar-power
generators.

O Front Range Energy LLC operates a
state-of-the-art ethanol plant in the Great
Western Industrial Park in Windsor.

O Ice Energy Inc.,a Windsor-based
energy-technology company, produces sys-
tems that shift peak electricity demand for air
conditioning from afternoon to nighttime.

The region has also become a center for
research in electric power systems. UQM Tech-
nologies Inc.in Frederick develops electric

City of Fort Collins
www.fcgov.com

Colorado State University Engines and
Energy Conversion Laboratory
www.eecl.colostate.edu

Colorado Sate University Office of Eco-
nomic Development
http://oed.colostate.edu

Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster
www.nccleanenergy.com

Northern Colorado Economic Develop-
ment Corporation
www.ncedc.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

A sampling of companies
in the clean-energy sector.
Vestas Wind Systems A/S

600 (projected)

AVA Solar Inc.
500 (projected)

Anadarko Petroleum Corp.
180

Kerr McGee
175

UQM Technologies Inc.
49

Ice Energy LLC
40

Front Range Energy LLC
35

Spirae Inc.
15
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Solar energy is emerging as a major industry in Northern Colorado. Colorado
State University spinoff AVA Solar Inc. plans to build a new solar-panel manufac-
turing plant in Fort Collins, employing 500 workers.

power systems for battery electric, fuel-cell
and hybrid electric vehicles,and Woodward
Governor Co.in Fort Collins and GE Energy in
Loveland develop efficient energy systems.

Research at CSU helps drive the clean-
energy momentum.The university is building
a new research park focusing on renewable-
energy research and production, and the
university’s Engines and Energy Conversion
Laboratory works to take energy innovations
to the marketplace.

Clean energy is a focus of a wide array of
Northern Colorado organizations.The city of
Fort Collins, the Colorado State University Of-
fice of Economic Development, the Northern
Colorado Economic Development Corp.and
Upstate Colorado Economic Development
have all established clean energy as a tar-
geted cluster.

Additionally, those organizations and
others have formed the Northern Colorado
Clean Energy Cluster, a consortium seeking to
promote the region’s clean-energy by build-
ing on existing competencies.

WWW.NCEDC.COM
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Medical
providers

find healthy
market

Population growth gives
sector ‘shot in the arm’

Look no farther than 1801 16th St.in Greeley to wit-
ness the booming nature of Northern Colorado’s health-
care industry. North Colorado Medical Center, managed
by Phoenix-based Banner Health, recently completed a
$200 million “Second Century Project” that saw extensive
renovations and new construction.

It's just one example of the hundreds of millions of ) o o

. . . . Northern Colorado boasts some of the finest medical facilities in the country, including North Colorado
dollars that have been invested in the reglon's medical Medical Center in Greeley. Photo courtesy of Banner Health
sector in recent years. Here's a sampling of other projects:

O To the west in Loveland, along the booming Inter-
state 25 corridor, Fort Collins-based Poudre Valley Health . .

System, in partnership with Regional West Medical Wltn eSS t h e boo m | n g n atu re
Center of Scotts Bluff, Neb., has built the region’s newest

hospital, the 136-bed Medical Center of the Rockies, at a ’
cost of $240 milio. of Northern Colorado’s

MCR encompasses 570,000 square feet and includes
the Heart Center of the Rockies, Trauma Center of the o
Rockies and other services. h ea It h 'Ca re I n d U St ry.

O Also in Loveland, Banner Health’s McKee Medical
Center in 2003 began its $61 million “Legacy Project,”
an ambitious expansion that included a new 120,000-
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square-foot, three-story wing, complete with 29 new
patient rooms and space for a total of 55 new rooms.

O Ernest Health Inc. of Albuquerque, N.M., has built
the Northern Colorado Rehabilitation Hospital and the
Northern Colorado Long Term Acute Hospital in John-
stown, near the U.S. Highway 34/I-25 interchange.

O Poudre Valley Hospital in Fort Collins continues
a wave of renovation and expansion, both on the main
campus on South Lemay Avenue and at the south cam-
pus on East Harmony Road. Most recently, PVH officials
launched a $6 million expansion of the hospital’s operat-
ing rooms.

O In Brighton, Platte Valley Medical Center recently
completed a new $138 million medical campus along
Interstate 76.The 287,000-square-foot facility serves
many communities in southern Weld County.

What's driving all this construction? It’s all about
population growth. Larimer and Weld counties reached a
combined 513,000 people in 2007, about 183,000 more
than in 1990.The two counties are projected to have
about 697,000 people in 2020.

Those new residents need health care, and the
health-care industry needs physicians, specialists and
nurses. Several organizations work to fill the gap in medi-
cal employment, including Aims Community College,
Front Range Community College, the Institute of Busi-
ness & Medical Careers and the University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley.

UNC'’s School of Nursing turns out about 100 bac-
calaureate students and 25 master-level students each
year, with the school’s first Ph.D. graduates in 2008.The
school is approved by the Colorado State Board of Nurs-
ing and is accredited by the Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education.

Regional hospitals have racked up a string of
honors. Most recently, North Colorado Medical Center Avenue in Fort Collins and at campuses on East Harmony Road and in Loveland.
was named on of the top 100 hospitals in the nation for Photo by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography
cardiovascular care.

Poudre Valley Health System contii a wave of expansion, both at the main hospital on Lemay

Aims Community College Here are Northern Colorado’s local hospitals
www.aims.edu

McKee Medical Center, Loveland
Medical Center of the Rockies, Loveland
North Colorado Medical Center, Greeley

Front Range Community College
www.frontrange.edu

Instityt:e of gusiness & Medical Careers Inc. Northern Colorado Long Term Acute Hospital, Johnstown
wwwlbmeedu Northern Colorado Rehabilitation Hospital, Johnstown
University of Northern Colorado Poudre Valley Hospital, Fort Collins

www.unco.edu
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Local companies draw global interest, investment

Northern Colorado serves as home to a variety of companies
devoted to the production of analytical instruments.

The industry employs thousands locally, primarily in Fort Collins
and Loveland, and has drawn investment from throughout the
world. Many local instrument companies work closely with chem-
istry, engineering and bioscience programs at Colorado State
University in Fort Collins, the University of Colorado at Boulder

or the University of Wyoming in Laramie, located 60 miles north-
west of Fort Collins.

The analytical-instruments cluster overlaps with other clus-
ters targeted by the Northern Colorado Economic Development
Corp.and Upstate Colorado Economic Development, including
the bioscience cluster.

Two spinoffs of Hewlett-Packard Co.are major employers
in the analytical-instruments cluster. Agilent Technologies Inc.
employs 550 in Loveland.The company, formerly HP’s instrument
division, manufactures electronic measurement and testing
equipment.

Avago Technologies Inc., an HP/Agilent spinoff, manufactures
a variety of test and measurement equipment in Fort Collins.

The company began as HP’s components division in the 1960s.
After HP spun off Agilent in 1999, the division became Agilent’s

semiconductor-products group. It was spun off again, as Avago
Technologies Inc., when Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.and Silver
Lake Partners acquired the group for $2.66 billion in 2005.

Other regional instrument companies focus on water-testing
equipment. Hach Co.in Loveland was purchased by Denmark-
based Danaher Corp.in 1999.The company manufactures and
distributes instruments for testing the quality of water and other
liquids. Hach employs 550.

In-Situ Inc. relocated to Fort Collins from Laramie, Wyo.,in
2004.The company also manufactures water-monitoring instru-
mentation and employs 65.

Beckman Coulter of Fullerton, Calif., recently purchased the
Fort Collins division of Dako Denmark A/S.The operation manu-
factures flow-cytometry instruments and employs 200.

The division originated in Fort Collins as Cytomation Inc.and has
had close ties with Colorado State University and a spinoff biosci-
ence company, XY Inc.

Another local instrumentation company, Baker Instrument
Co., was purchased in 2007 by SKF AB, a Swedish company. Baker
manufactures testing and diagnostic instrumentation for electric
motors. Baker employs 50.

Wasson ECE Instrumentation Inc. specializes in configuring

Northern Colorado serves as home to a variety of companies devoted to production of analytical instruments,
including In-Situ Inc., which relocated to Fort Collins from Laramie, Wyo. Photo courtesy of In-Situ Inc.

38
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Avago Technologies Inc. 800
Hach Co. 550
Agilent Technologies Inc., a spinoff of Hewlett-Packard Co., manufactures electronic and test- Ag ilent Technol DgEs Inc. =L
ing equipment. Photo courtesy of Agilent Technologies Inc. Beckman Coulter 200
In-Situ Inc. 65
Baker Instrument Co. 50

and modifying new or existing Agilent Technologies gas
chromatographs.The company employs 30 in Fort Collins.

A Greeley startup company, Accukits LLC, develops
environmental test kits for consumers, allowing home own-
ers, business owners or owners of commercial buildings to
sample for toxic mold, asbestos, lead-based-paint, radon gas
and other hazards.

And, near the small Weld County community of Nunn,
the Colorado Engineering Experiment Station Inc. provides
performance evaluation of electronic flow-measurement
systems and development of flow meters.The company
originated as a program of the College of Engineering at the
University of Colorado at Boulder and essentially serves as an
independent commercial calibration facility.

Colorado Engineering Experiment Station Inc. 35

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation
www.ncedc.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

capable
ca ® pa ¢ ble [key-puh-buhl] ad.

1. having the power & ability required
for a specific task

I: R | | 2. efficient, competent
3. qualified

Colorado’s Internet Experts.
FRII’s Data Center headquartered in Fort Collins.

Fiber Connectivity ® Colocation ® Email Archiving [Rjig[KeJe]s i JR:{0{0 R XN 1sr44
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Innovators program
regional software cluster

Region attracts wealth of IT startups, expansions

A highly educated and innovative work force has
helped Larimer and Weld counties emerge as a center
for information-technology and software companies,
with that sector demonstrating solid growth in the
region.

Software companies benefit from the presence of
Colorado State University in Fort Collins, the University
of Northern Colorado in Greeley, local community col-
leges and several federal laboratories.

Hundreds of software companies operate locally,
collectively employing thousands of people. Most of
those companies are small, typically employing fewer
than 100 people, with most employing fewer than 10.
A recent study of the IT/software cluster conducted
for the city of Fort Collins by Development Research
Partners concluded that software companies “thrive on
creativity and innovation,” attributes in great supply in

I p

Northern Colorado. Additionally, software ventures can
be launched with a low barrier to entry,and mergers
and acquisitions are frequent.

The region’s concentration of IT/software compa-
nies is widespread geographically. Fort Collins ranks No.
2 nationwide among similarly sized metropolitan areas
in terms of concentration of IT/software workers, with
2,257 workers making up 2.8 percent of total employ-
ment.

The city is home to companies such as Deltek
Systems Inc.and Hewlett-Packard Co. spinoff CoCre-
ate Software Inc. Indicative Software Inc., another HP
spinoff, develops enterprise-management software.
FRIl,an Internet service provider serving the Front
Range of Colorado, also is based in Fort Collins.

Loveland boasts many software companies as well,
including the fast-growing Colorado VNet LLC, founded

Excelsior Software Inc. plans a new h, ters in west Greeley'’s Pi y

park. ley and other

communities in Northern Colorado have emerged as a center for information-technology and software companies.

Illustration courtesy of Excelsior Software Inc.
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1he Downtown Development Authority

Urb: Latin for City.

Cities are focal points for

business, education, culture, trade, political

and social intercourse. As they matured into their late

20th century form, old urban areas deteriorated in the face of suburban

(beyond the City—not a part of the city) developments that concentrated homes and
commercial activity away from center cities.

The history of Fort Collins is written in the public and private halls of downtown buildings. The
lives of local citizens were shaped through lawmaking by civic leaders, the erection of cultural
facilities, schools, and public offices, through private enterprise, through lending and foreclosures
by local banks, through births, deaths, weddings in downtown churches, and decrees of all sorts in
downtown courts.

For the sake of this history and the beautiful buildings where it was acted out, downtown
redevelopment is a task well worth undertaking. But it is not enough to just “preserve.” Without
economic viiability, downtown Fort Collins would be a serious financial and safety liability to the
whole community.

The Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority was created in 1981 to help its urban center

compete economically, to preserve its built, social, and cultural history and, and to assist it in
being a healthy, contributing community asset.

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO NORTHERN COLORADO / UPSTATE COLORADO ECONOMIC PROFILE




The DDA is an economic development
agency using tax increment financing to
encourage and compliment private invest-
ment. It works with developers, property
owners, individiual businesses, cultural and
social institutions to promote responsible,
exciting, and high-quality infill develop-
ment projects and programs. The DDA’s
financial investments have resulted in new
residential projects, the creation of pri-

Photos courtesy of the Fort Collins Museum Local History Archive and the

City of Fort Collins Communications & Public Involvement Office.

mary jobs, the conversion of alleys into a
pedestrian network providing local busi-
nesses with the opportunity to have two
“front doors,” 1600 new parking spaces,
and the renovation of more than 40 build-
ing facades. Three-hundred million dollars
in private investment has been leveraged
with $27 million in tax increment financing.

The Authority is currently working with
Colorado State University to build and
operate a life-long learning center coupled
with an indoor velodrome. The architec-
tural firm of HOK Venue (designers of
Coors Field) is designing a 4 - 5,000 seat
covered amphitheater that will be home
to yet another DDA
creation—Beet Street.
In a partnership with
the DDA and the

City of Fort Collins,
Corporex Colorado, a
development com-
pany with years of
hospitality experience
is working to bring

a hotel and conven-

tion center into the

heart of downtown.
These projects, along
with a green building
incentive program, a
year-round commu-
nity market, a nature/
raptor center, more




residential projects, and other pub- v
lic cultural and business amenities,
are on the Authority’s work pro-
gram for 2008.

Tax Increment Financing

As a developer, property owner, or
businessperson, the most funda-
mental fact to know about tax
increment financing is that it does
not involve any new tax levy. Any
property improvement (such as

an addition to an existing house)
results in a higher property value
and correspondingly higher prop-
erty taxes. Within the DDA district,
the increase in property taxes goes
to the DDA to fund projects and
programs. The increase is called
an “increment.”—that is, the “in-
cremental” change in taxes result-
ing from improvements made to a
property.

It is important for the DDA to retain the use
of this tool as it works to improve down-
town’s economic, cultural, and business
climate. Every trend in commercial develop-
ment creates a new competitor to the old

city center. It competes against strip centers,

enclosed malls, big boxes, lifestyle centers,
and “new old towns.” To retain downtown

as the heart and soul of our community, the
DDA requires tax increment financing if it
hopes to compete effectively. Coupling tax
increment to private investment gives devel-
opers and property and business owners the
exciting opportunity to create profitable but
unigue, one-of-a-kind projects in a dynamic
urban environment.
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Tax increment financing does not give down-
towns any particular advantage over subur-
pban developments. Urban renewal authori-
ties have the same access to tax increment
financing and they can be established any-
where a “blight finding” is made. It has been
used for cornfield development, strip center
and mall renovations, and the building of
large new suburban residential neighbor-
hoods. URAs can also create as many tax
increment districts as they choose, virtu-

ally guaranteeing their perpetual existence.
DDAs are limited to the use of tax increment
in just one downtown district and, under cur-
rent Colorado law, when its statutory right
to use it expires, the program ends or must
start all over again with no resources at its
disposal.




The projects and programs planned for
2008 and beyond are dependent on a
change to the Colorado State statute
governing DDAs. The Fort Collins DDA
has taken the lead in asking the State
legislature to amend the statute to permit
continued use of tax increment financing.
Without the change, the downtown we
know today will slowly slip away.

Tax increment financing is a unique and
effective economic development tool. In
fact, it is the only program that can have
a serious impact on renewing downtown
economies in Colorado. Tax increment
has leveraged over 100 downtown proj-
ects. Without it, none of the following
projects would have occurred:

Old Town Square

Opera Galleria

Oak Street Plaza

Remington Parking Garage

Civic Center Parking Garage
Beet Street

Trimble Court

Tenney Court

Three low-income Housing Authority
projects

Armstrong Hotel

Eight residential developments
LED Holiday lighting

Street landscaping and irrigation
Linden Hotel

Northern Hotel

In-Situ

The Authority has traditionally targeted
physical improvements as the best route
to economic viability. While such im-
provements remain a priority the Board
of Directors decided in 2002 that to
compete successfully with rapidly evolv-
ing suburban commercial development

it needed to create a new paradigm. At
retreats and regular meetings the Board’s



vision for the future slowly emerged into
what is now Beet Street. Beet Street is mod-
eled on the Chautauqua Institution in Western
New York. This means series after series of
exciting intellectual, cultural, entertainment,
educational, and recreational programs draw-
ing a national audience to downtown and fill
our performing arts venues, our museums,
our restaurants, our hotels, and our shops.
Beet Street’s economic impact will clearly
and distinctly set downtown Fort Collins
apart from most other commercial districts in
the country and allow it to define and direct
its own destiny. Richard Florida writes in Rise
of the Creative Class that creative people are
attracted to creative communities. Creative
people are not just artists but include for-
ward thinkers in the hard sciences, the social
sciences, in computer technology, medicine,
philosophy, and religion. Through Beet Street
it is the DDA’s vision to build that creative en-
vironment. Creative businesses, developers,
and idea people of all stripes are encouraged
to talk with us.
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Cultural Economic Development:
Leveraging The Arts to Drive a Local Economy

Arts, heritage and humanities organizations and activities are
critical resources that contribute to the identity, quality of life and
economic vitality of a community. They are integral to the social
fabric of the lives of people.

They also hold the potential to make remarkable
things happen for communities.

Fort Collins enjoys a great legacy of agriculture,
commerce and education. In addition to Colo-
rado State University, which is one of the leading
technological research institutions in the United
States, Fort Collins boasts a full-time symphony,
opera, 15 dance companies, 11 theater compa-
nies, 6 museums, and numerous other cultural
activities throughout the year.

From a purely demographic perspective, Fort
Collins defies the standard economic predictors
that forecast a community’s ability to effectively
support the cultural arts based on population
size and per capita income. This is a community
that consumes and participates in the cultural arts in a noteworthy
way. In fact, more tickets to cultural events are sold in Fort Collins
than in the communities of Boulder and Colorado Springs com-
bined.

Beet Street will add another dimension to significantly enhance
the cultural and educational scene, creating synergies with existing
groups, and building a new community venue and a national forum
to explore critical topics from multiple perspectives.

Since 2002, many engaged and enthusiastic members of the Fort
Collins community have contributed their time, encouragement and
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www.beatstreet.com

support to help shape the vision and plan for the launch of Beet
Street - an economic-development initiative conceived and in-
cubated by the Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority

Beet Street is a nonprofit cultural destination specifically
designed to celebrate the intellectual, cultural and recreational
vitality of Fort Collins, Colorado as a community that fosters,
celebrates, and inspires human creativity and inquisitiveness
through diverse cultural experiences. Through its calendar of
thematic arts, cultural and scientific programs, Beet Street
works in close collaboration with established, local cultural arts
organizations to distinguish Fort Collins, Colo., as a community
where everyone is invited to share in discussion, reflection and
creative expression.

Inspired by the venerable Chautauqua Institution in upstate
New York, Beet Street leverages the qualities that make Fort
Collins a special place to work, live and play. Its efforts are
dedicated to connecting the
Fort Collins community to global
cultural experiences and elevating
awareness of the performing and
visual arts, local culture, and vast
range of experiences our com-
munity has to offer.

Beet Street’s first full year of
thematic programming kicks off
in 2008. Some highlights for the
year include:

Science Café Fort Collins
Science Café Fort Collins joins

the international community of
scientists and interested citizens
who meet monthly for informal
discussions of lively and interesting
issues in contemporary science. We host top-notch local and in-
ternationally recognized scientists, from academia and industry, in
our quest to transform scientific discourse into fascinating, “polite
conversation.”

Life on a Shoestring:

Perspectives on Stepping Out of Poverty

A unique community dialog featuring internationally acclaimed
experts offering varied perspectives on what can be done to ad-
dress the issue of poverty. Presenters include: Barbara Ehrenreich,
author of Nickel & Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America; Phil
DeVol, co-author of Bridges Out of Poverty; A locally produced
performance of Nickel & Dimed by Openstage Theater & Com-
pany; and community forums, economic panel discussions, and
much more.

Social Media:

Telling Stories, Changing Lives
Investigating how emerging technology is
changing the way we obtain our news, docu-
ment our lives, choose our nation’s leaders, and
communicate around the world.

A Fort Collins Jazz Experience

A long weekend of regional jazz performances,
lectures on the history and evolution of jazz,
films, jazz sessions in Old Town venues and a
special performance by Wynton Marsalis and
the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.

Special supplement to Northern Colorado / Upstate Colorado Economic Profile

Peace Corps Family Reunion:

Bring Your Piece of the Promise

Returned Peace Corps Volunteers will come to Fort Collins for

a weekend of activities and discussion focused on the contribu-
tions of the volunteer-powered organization; hear internationally
recognized experts discuss our prospects for peace; celebrate at
a world music and food festival; participate in a parade of nations;
attend special panel discussions and symposia; and, attend a very
special concert for peace. All are welcome to celebrate the contri-
butions of Colorado State University and the community of Fort
Collins in the development of the modern day Peace Corps.

As an economic-development initiative, Beet Street seeks to
provide the inspiration and guidance needed to fully realize the
tremendous potential of cultural development for Fort Collins’
future by addressing issues of access, visibility, and diversity.

We believe that it makes good business sense to invest resources
into initiatives that play to a community’s strengths. With cultural
tourism (in all of its vast applications) and eco-tourism becom-
ing the two most rapidly growing sectors in the tourism industry,
Fort Collins is poised to become a destination of choice for those
seeking remarkable experiences.

Beet Street is poised to help lead the way.

“Understanding and acknowledging the incredible

economic impact of the nonprofit arts and culture,

we must always remember their fundamental value.

They foster beauty, creativity, originality, and vitality.

The arts inspire us, sooth us, provoke us, involve us, and connect us.

But, they also create jobs and contribute to the economy.”

—Robert L. Lynch
President & CEO, Americans for the Arts




It takes vision, compromise

and a lot of hard work to

make the right things
happen to preserve and
enhance the personality of a
great downtown.

Great communities plan for
their preservation and
economic vitality.

Great communities

create a sustainable design

for their future.
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- d d ad Experience Downtown Fort Collins

We’re Different by Desié‘n.

Downtown Development Authority of Fort Collins, Colorado

www.downtownfortcollins.org :: 970.484.2020




by serial entrepreneur Bill Bierwaltes.The
company produces programs for automa-
tion of home systems, including lighting, au-
dio, personal computers and other systems.
Greeley, too, hosts a variety of software
companies, including Excelsior Software Inc.,
which produces software for educational
institutions, and Eclipse Software Systems
Inc., which produces logging software for
truckers.

~
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Photo courtesy of Advanced Energy Industries Inc.

A growing niche among the region’s
software companies is geographic informa-
tion systems, which is emerging as a“sub-
cluster” of the IT/software cluster. Local GIS
companies work with federal agencies such
as the U.S. Geological Survey’s Fort Collins
Science Center.

Fort Collins and Loveland are nationally
known for GIS expertise, with companies
such as RealGIS, Red Hen Systems Inc.,
LandNet Corp., New Century Software Inc.
and TechniGraphics Inc.,and Telvent Minor &
Minor. Most recently, Data Transfer Solutions

112008 1T/Software

LLC opened a new office in Fort Collins.

Clear Path Labs Inc., a startup, in 2007
joined the Fort Collins Innovation Center,
an incubator run by the Rocky Mountain
Innovation Initiative.

RMIl is a joint venture among the cit-
ies of Fort Collins, Greeley and Loveland,
Larimer County, Colorado State University,
the Northern Colorado Economic Devel-
opment Corp., Colorado State University
Research Foundation and Platte River Power
Authority. RMIl also is launching a Loveland
Innovation Center.

A sampling of IT/Software companies in the region.

Technigraphics Inc. 100
Deltek Systems Inc. 85
Colorado VNet LLC 75
Excelsior Software Inc. 65
Indicative Software Inc. 63
CoCreate Software Inc. 60

Colorado Software and Internet Association
www.csiaonline.com

Colorado State University
Computer Information Systems Department
www.biz.colostate.edu/depts/ClS/cis.htm

Rocky Mountain Innovation Initiative
www.rmi2.org

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com
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Roads, rail make area ideal for distribution

Booming population growth and access to major interstate highways, ample rail
service and Denver International Airport make Northern Colorado an ideal location
for logistics companies.

Defined by Logistics World as the acquisition, storage, movement, distribution,
maintenance, evacuation and disposition of material, logistics employs thousands of
workers in Larimer and Weld counties.

One reason is the rapid population growth of Larimer and Weld counties, which
now number a combined 513,000 people, but with millions more in close proximity.
Larimer and Weld counties are located just north of the seven-county Denver metro-
politan area. Interstate 25, Colorado’s main north-south interstate, runs through the
region, as do U.S.Highways 85 and 34.

Additionally, Interstate 76, located a few miles south and east of Weld County,
and the E-470 beltway offer easy access to DIA.The region is also close to I-80, which
runs a few miles north, through Cheyenne, Wyo.

Rail service includes both BNSF Railway Co.and Union Pacific Corp. Another rail-
way, Great Western Railway of Colorado LLC, a Windsor-based division of OmniTRAX
Inc., operates 80 miles of track and interchanges with BNSF and UP.

Wal-Mart operates a large distribution center in Loveland, contributing hundreds of jobs to a burgeoning logistics cluster in the region.
Photo by Paul Nielsen, Down to Earth Aerial Photography
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The region boasts several major
distribution operations for Fortune 100
companies, including a Wal-Mart Distribu-
tion Center in Loveland. American Eagle
Distributing Co.,also in Loveland, is a lead-
ing distributor of Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc.
products.

Other distribution operations include
McLane Western, which distributes food
and nonfood items to convenience stores,
drug stores, mass merchandisers and
supermarkets,and TSN Inc., a division of
Bunzl Distribution, which distributes busi-
ness supplies to convenience stores. Both
McLane Western and TSN operate in Weld
County.

Nearby, distribution operations exist

Photo courtesy of American Eagle Distributing Co.

for Kmart Corp., Lowe’s Cos. Inc.and others.

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008 Logi

Distribution companies are drawn to the
region for a variety of reasons, including
access to a large work force, not only from
Larimer and Weld counties but also from
the Denver area, Wyoming and northeast-
ern Colorado.

Land is generally less expensive locally
than in the Denver area and many other
parts of the country and is available in
abundance.

Northern Colorado is also centrally
located nationwide, with DIA ranking as
one of the busiest airports in the nation,
and one with ample international flights.
And with 300-plus days of sunshine a year,
distributors benefit from a good climate
getting goods to market.

Loveland-based American Eagle Distributing Co. s a leading ditributor of Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. products.

istics
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f : \ BNSF Railway Co.
\ i , ‘ www.bnsf.com

Great Western Railway of Colorado LLC
www.omnitrax.com/rail_gwr.aspx

Union Pacific Corp.
WWW.up.com

Northern Colorado Economic

Local distribution/logistics companies,
with number of employeeas.

Wal-Mart Distribution Center
Kmart Distribution Center
McLane Western

Yancey’s Food Service Co. Inc.
TSN Inc.

American Eagle Distributing Co.

1,225
525
523
225
150
110

Great Western Railway of Colorado LLC op 80 miles Development Corporation
of track and interchanges with BNSF Railway Co.and Union www.ncedc.com

Pacific Corp. Photo courtesy of Great Western Railway of

Colorado LLC
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Manufacturers find

business-friendly climate

Quality work force lures Fortune 100 firms

Film, food, furniture, metal, chemi-
cals, machinery, plastics, paper, comput-
ers,engines, electronics ... these are just
a few examples of products manufac-
tured in Larimer and Weld counties.
One of the nation’s most-desirable
places to live is also one of the most-
desirable places in which to produce
goods, with access to a highly educated
work force, reasonably priced real estate
and solid distribution networks.

From JBS Swift & Co.in Greeley, part
of the world’s largest beef processor, to

Eastman Kodak Co.in Windsor, Northern
Colorado’s manufacturers hail from vir-
tually every industry imaginable. These
companies range from Fortune 100 firms
to small, niche manufacturers.

One of the region’s largest manu-
facturers is Woodward Governor Co.,a
publicly traded company that moved
its corporate headquarters to Fort Col-
lins from Rockford, Ill., in late 2006.The
company, which manufactures energy-
control systems, reached $1 billion in
sales in 2007 and employs 1,100 workers

Eastman Kodak Co.’s Kodak Colorado Division in Windsor employs 900
people manufacturing photographic products. Photo courtesy of Kodak
Colorado Division

Woodward Governor Co. moved its headquarters to Fort Collins last year. The company reached $1 billion in sales in 2007.
Photo courtesy of Woodward Governor Co.
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in Fort Collins and Loveland.

Woodward moved its headquar-
ters to Fort Collins, where it had long
operated a plant, because the area was
already home to several senior execu-
tives, including CEO Thomas Gendron.
On Fort Collins’ northern edge, Anheus-
er-Busch Cos. Inc. operates its Colorado
brewery, producing nine billion barrels
of beer per year.

A few miles south, in Windsor,
Kodak Colorado Division employs 900
people producing photographic prod-
ucts. Kodak recently sold its medical-
products division,and another 800
former Kodak employees now work as
part of Carestream Health Inc.in Wind-
sor.

Instrument manufacturing also is
a major niche in Northern Colorado.
Hach Co., a division of Denmark-based
Danaher Corp., produces water-analysis
equipment, employing 830 in Loveland.
The region boasts some of the world’s
top high-tech manufacturers, including
Intel Corp., Advanced Micro Devices Inc.
and Agilent Technologies Inc.

Additionally, the burgeoning clean-
energy cluster is bringing some major
employers to the region.Vestas Wind
Systems A/S will employ more than 600
at a wind-turbine manufacturing plant
in Windsor, set to open in mid-2008.

AVA Solar Inc., using technology

ECONOMIC PROFILE

developed at Colorado State University,
expects to employ 500 at a solar-panel
manufacturing plant in Fort Collins, part
of a new renewable-energy research
park developed by CSU.

In Fort Lupton, Colorado Railcar
Manufacturing LLC produces commuter
and luxury railcars for communities
across the country.The company em-
ploys about 100 people.

Fortunately, Northern Colorado has
an abundant work force to serve these
manufacturers. A recent study con-
ducted by The Pathfinders revealed that
the current work force could handle the

:: 2008

needs of new or expanding businesses.
The study, funded by Upstate Colorado
Economic Development, the Northern
Colorado Economic Development
Corp., the Colorado Office of Workforce
Development and other state and local
agencies, found that a significant num-
ber of individuals within the study area
are qualified and are willing to accept
better jobs.

Local manufacturers also benefit
from close connections with Colorado
State University in Fort Collins, the Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado in Greeley
and with local community colleges.

Woodward Governor Co. operates a plant in Loveland. Woodward is a world leader in the manufacture of
energy-control systems. Photo courtesy of Woodward Governor Co.

A sampling of employers in the manufacturing sector.

Colorado Association for Manufacturing & Technology
www.advancecoloradocenter.com/camt.html

JBS Swift & Co. 3,653

Woodward Governor Co. 1,100 Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation
Kodak Colorado Division 900 www.ncedc.com

Hach Co. 830 .

Agilent Technologies Inc. 550 Upstate Colorado Economic Development

Manufacturing -

www.upstatecolorado.or
Colorado Railcar Manufacturing LLC 100 P 9
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CSU, UNC, community colleges produce highly skilled work force

Colorado ranks No. 2 nationwide in workforce ed-
ucation, and colleges and universities in Larimer and
Weld counties helped the state achieve that ranking.
The ranking was part of the 2007 State New Economy
Index published by The Information Technology & In-
novation Foundation and the Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation.

Northern Colorado is home to Colorado State
University in Fort Collins and the University of North-
ern Colorado in Greeley, as well community colleges
and other institutions of higher education.

CSU boasts total enrollment of about 23,000
students and offers a variety of highly sought-after
degree programs, including engineering, energy
research, business, veterinary sciences, bioscience and
other disciplines.

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance ranks CSU as one of
the top “100 Best Values in Public Colleges.”

CSU president Larry Penley has established eco-
nomic development as one of the core missions of the
university, opening the Office of Economic Develop-
ment, charged with fostering “the economic health of
the state of Colorado by systematically bringing Colo-

Northern Colorado boasts a wealth of higher-education opportunities, including at the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley.

Photos by Erik Stenbakken, Stenbakken Photography

rado State University and industry closer together.”

An innovative partnership between the CSU
Office of Economic Development and the Northern
Colorado Economic Development Corp. created a
regional economist position that has proved to be
invaluable to the region.

UNC in Greeley recorded 2007 enrollment of
about 11,000 students.The university offers more than
100 undergraduate programs, and a similar number
of graduate programs, and is nationally known for its
arts, sciences, humanities, business, human sciences
and education programs.

The Monfort College of Business at UNC is the
only business college to have won a Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award.The honor led to the creation
of the Monfort Institute, which works with Baldrige
winners and other organizations to maintain high
levels of quality.

UNC also holds more than 1.5 million items in
the James A. Michener Library, named for the author,
who earned his master’s degree and taught at UNC.
Michener bequeathed a vast amount of artifacts and
documents to UNC.
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Here are some other achievements by local
colleges and universities:

The American Association of State
Colleges and Universities has recognized
UNC as one of three recipients of the 2007
Christa McAuliffe Award for Excellence for
Teacher Education.

DownBeat magazine named the UNC
Orchestra the “Best U.S. College Orchestra”in
2007, the sixth time in the last nine years it
has been so honored.

UNC's School of Education was
ranked by U.S.News & World Report as one
of “America’s Best Graduate Schools 2008.”

CSU ranked No. 1 in Colorado and
No. 17 nationally in percentage of first-time
candidates without advanced degrees who
passed all four parts of the Certified Public
Accountant exam.

U.S.News and World Report lists CSU
in the top tier of public and private doctoral
universities.The magazine also ranks CSU as
the No.52 top public university in the nation.

CSU’s College of Engineering ranked
No.71,and the College of Business ranked
No.83.

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

Business Week ranked CSU'’s College
of Business among the best undergraduate
programs in the nation.

The Princeton Review ranks the CSU
College of Business’s MBA program as one of
the Top 10 best-administered.

Companies looking to relocate or ex-
pand in a region demand access to a highly
skilled work force. One way to ensure that
such an employment pool exists is by foster-
ing a world-class system of higher education.
Community colleges, too, offer high-quality
degree programs in the region.

Front Range Community College’s Lar-
imer Campus in Fort Collins has enrollment
of more than 5,000 students. Aims Commu-
nity College in Greeley includes almost 5,000
students, with campuses in Greeley, Loveland
and Fort Lupton, with plans for an additional
campus in Berthoud.

The Institute of Business & Medical
Careers, based in Fort Collins, recently ex-
panded to Greeley.

Other institutions of higher education
include Colorado Christian University in
Loveland, and CollegeAmerica, Regis Univer-

sity and the University of Phoenix, all in Fort
Collins.

Local colleges work closely with industry
to identify skill sets that are in demand and
to work those into curricula, as well as to
place students in internships and full-time
positions.

Many colleges also are developing closer
working relationships with high schools to
ensure that the region’s quality work force is
maintained and enhanced.

Aims Community College
www.aims.edu

CollegeAmerica
www.collegeamerica.edu

Colorado Christian University
www.ccu.edu

Colorado State University
www.colostate.edu

Front Range Community College
www.frontrange.edu

Institute of Business & Medical
Careers
www.ibmc.edu

Regis University
www.regis.edu

University of Northern Colorado
www.unco.edu

University of Phoenix
www.phoenix.edu
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Commercial, residential projects revitalize areas

City of Fort Collins
www.fcgov.com

City of Greeley
www.greeleygov.com

City of Loveland
www.ci.loveland.co.us

Downtown Business Association
(Fort Collins)
www.downtownfortcollins.com

Downtown Loveland Association
www.downtownloveland.org

Fort Collins Downtown Development
Authority
www.downtownfortcollins.org

Greeley Downtown Development
Authority
www.greeleydowntown.com

Northern Colorado Economic
Development Corporation
www.ncedc.com

Upstate Colorado Economic
Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Stroll on tree-lined sidewalks next to
Victorian buildings. Marvel at new construction
tastefully tucked alongside historic structures.
Venture into art galleries, specialty shops and
office buildings. Dine in restaurants offering every
type of cuisine imaginable.

That's just a flavor of the types of offerings
available in Northern Colorado’s increasingly
vibrant downtowns.Though some downtowns in
the region have revitalized at a greater pace than
others, local cities and towns share the desire to
make their downtowns welcoming for residents,
visitors and businesses alike.

Several local communities support building
renovations and new construction through tax-
increment financing. Such funding has contribut-
ed to many projects locally, including retail, office
and mixed-use developments.

The Greeley Downtown Development
Authority has facilitated many renovations and
new-construction projects downtown, which
encompasses 56 blocks located on U.S. Highways
34 and 85, just north of the University of Northern
Colorado campus.

Greeley has seen several projects come to
fruition in recent years, including construction
of the Greeley Ice Haus, a public skating rink that
was part of a $180 million Quality of Life ballot
measure approved by Greeley voters in 2004.
Many historic buildings have been restored, with
more projects ongoing.

Early in 2007, the DDA announced its inten-
tion to become the arts-and-entertainment heart
of the city, with plans for additional museums
and theaters, as well as restaurants.The DDA is
expected to soon issue requests for proposals for
new downtown rehabilitation projects.

In Loveland, downtown revitalization
received a shot in the arm with construction of
Lincoln Place, a $25 million, five-building residen-
tial and retail complex completed in 2007.The
project was funded in part through tax-incre-
ment financing through the city’s urban-renewal
district.

Lincoln Place has been complemented by
renovation projects that have made downtown
Loveland a center for restaurants and specialty
retailers.

Loveland’s downtown is located on U.S.High-
way 287 and is near U.S. Highway 34, the gateway
to Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National Park.
Other ongoing projects include the restoration
of the Lincoln Hotel, built in 1905.The building
houses retail and residential spaces.

Along the edge of downtown, efforts are on-
going to restore the historic Loveland Feed and
Grain building to active use.Novo Restoration Inc.
recently received a $24,495 grant from Colorado’s
State Historical Fund.The funds will be combined
with funds from the property’s owner to stabilize
the structure.

Fort Collins also has many downtown im-

Lincoln Place, a $25 million residential and retail complex completed in 2007, has given a shot in

the arm to Loveland’s d itali;

Photo courtesy of Northern Colorado Business Report
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provement projects.The Fort Collins Downtown
Development Authority, using tax-increment
financing, supports projects ranging from new
development to fagade-improvements.

Redevelopment has thrived, with historical
buildings renovated for high-end commercial
and residential uses.

New developments include Penny Flats, a
147-unit, mixed-use development on downtown'’s
northern edge.Bouler-based Coburn Develop-
ment Inc.is building the 200,000-square-foot
project, support from the city of Fort Collins and
the DDA.

Penny Flats is just the latest example of new
developments that have received support from
the DDA, the city and other agencies.

Downtown is also a venue for a variety of
festivals, including the popular NewWestFest in
the summer, the Colorado Brewers Festival and
many other events.

In late 2006, the city of Fort Collins, the DDA,
Colorado State University, the Community Foun-
dation of Northern Colorado and other organiza-
tions joined to form UniverCity Connections, a
program designed to “create lasting, sustainable
and meaningful connections” between CSU,
downtown and the Poudre River.

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

Downtowns

Its name harks back to Fort Collins’agricultural heritage, but “Beet Street”is grow-
ing roots of a different nature — in thematic arts, culture and scientific programs.

Beet Street, www.beetstreet.org, is a nonprofit organization that presents programs
— in collaboration with dozens of other local groups — to raise cultural awareness.
Beet Street aims to distinguish Fort Collins’ central business district as a place where
everyone “can share in discussion, reflection and creative expression.”

Beet Street is a collection of events, ideas and experiences taking place in the Old
Town District of downtown Fort Collins. Beet Street organizers hope eventually to
have a dedicated amphitheater downtown.

Beet Street brings the community closer,in a common space where the public may
come together and participant in a vibrant, creative culture — an inviting environ-
ment where the seeds of great ideas and inspiration are sown.

Examples of Beet Street programs include:

O Science Café, a monthly meeting that joins scientists and interested citizens to
discuss issues of contemporary science.

O Chautauqua Literary & Scientific Circle, the oldest book club in the United States.

O Jazz Festival, a program produced in cooperation with the Downtown Business
Association and Arts Alive.

The Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority is incubating Beet Street with
tax-increment funds for three years while the Beet Street staff strives to achieve their
mandated goal to become self-sufficient.

“We make a living by what we get.

We make a life by what we give.”
-Winston Churchhill

Success in today’s market isn't measured by the number of
customers you may have, but by the relationships you've built.
That's why at Guaranty Bank, you'll find a steadfast commitment
to deliver an unmatched level of personal service. Because we still
maintain the locally owned and managed community bank
influence, we have the flexibility to customize products and
services to better fit the individual needs of our business
partners. It's how real people find real possibilities.
Discover the Guaranty Bank difference today.

GUARANTY BANK
AND TRUST COMPANY*™

People you can bank on.

36 convenient locations: Arvada Aurora Berthoud Bennett Boulder Brighton
Broomfield Byers Castle Pines Castle Rock Cherry Creek Cherry Hills Denver
Eaton Ft. Collins Greeley Jefferson Ken Caryl Lafayette Longmont Loveland

Meridian Parker Strasburg Tech Center Westminster Windsor
Member

FDIC
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Region’s lifestyle
helps lure employers

Mountains, arts, people create unbeatable climate for business

Living in Northern Colorado provides a quality of life that people in
other parts of the country might envy.
From high-quality jobs to excellent housing and schools, those who
relocate here fall in love with Northern Colorado in short order. Add to

that, first-class cultural attractions, a full spectrum of retail opportunities,
and a backyard that’s made up of the Rocky Mountains, and you have the
perfect place to live.

VI in the major population’centers to quiet properties in rural settings.
Régardl‘ess of where people Ibcat,e,'-travel to and from cities in Northern
Colorado is made easy by a network of roads and highways that connect
allof the cities and towns. r

A

Transit 4

Within Fort Collins, Loveland and Greeley, mass-transit‘siystems con-
nect residents and visitors to their destinations. Additionall)\/, SmartTrips,
a division of the North Front Range Metropolitan Planning Organization,

offers vanpools not only within Northern Colorado, but also to Denver

and beyond.

Vanpools, called VanGo, leave from the region’s larger
cities, as well as Ault, Milliken, Johnstown and Berthoud.
Destinations include downtown Denver, the Denver Tech

CEeA

Many Northern Colorado communities have embraced the
arts as a major economic driver. Sculptures and art galleries
abound, from Fort Collins to Greeley, Loveland to Estes Park.
Photo courtesy of Richard L. Koshak, Lightworks Photography

Center, Interlocken business
park, the Denver Federal
Center, Aurora, Boulder and
Longmont.

When traveling beyond
the region, business and recre-
ational travelers may use two
regional airports.

The Greeley-Weld County
Airport is a fast-growing com-
mercial airpark, with the ability
to accommodate a variety of
business and general aircraft.

The Fort Collins/Loveland
Municipal Airport also serves
corporate and general-aviation

needs. Allegiant Air LLC operates flights to and from Las
Vegas from the Fort Collins/Loveland Airport.

Northern Colorado is also a short drive from Denver
International Airport, providing access to national and
international destinations.

Outdoor

In order to take full advantage of living in Colo-
rado, residents simply have to be outside. Residents are
hard-pressed to find a community in Northern Colorado
that does not already have, or is not working toward, an
extensive trail system. Many of these trails connect one
community to another.

The Poudre River Trail, for example, eventually will
connect Fort Collins, Greeley and Windsor.

Several cities and towns have active open-space
preservation programs. And the state of Colorado’s own
park system has venues such as Horsetooth State Park and
St.Vrain State Park adjacent to Northern Colorado cities.
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So, whether snow
skiing, water skiing, rafting
down the Poudre River,
snowshoeing on Cameron
Pass, horseback riding in Es-
tes Park, camping near Red
Feather Lakes, or enjoy-
ing the different hunting

seasons, having a home in
Quality housing develop

Northern Colorado means
being at home outside.

Cultural attractions

Other pastimes include catching shows at Greeley’s
Union Colony Civic Center or the Lincoln Center in Fort
Collins. Both venues attract Broadway shows, plays,
comedians, musical acts and much more.

Dinner theatres and smaller venues exist in many North-
ern Colorado towns and cities.

Cities and towns in Northern Colorado boast won-
derful museums and local cultural attractions. Among
these are the Northern Drylanders Museum in Nunn and
the Miners’Museum in Frederick.

www.FPINSURANCE.COM

FLoOD & PETERSON INSURANCE, INC.
“Building Relationships Since 1939”
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Lifestyles

d in Northern Colorado, as do world-class golf courses. Photo courtesy of Water Valley

Other attractions unique to Northern Colorado
include the Buddhist temple at Shambahala Mountain
Center near Red Feather Lakes, the Swetsville Zoo near
Fort Collins that showcases all sorts of creatures made
from welded metal, and the Pawnee National Grasslands
near Greeley.

Other perfect places to take a break include the city
of Greeley’s Fun Plex that includes Northern Colorado’s
newest water park, mini golf, a water-balloon battle-
ground, park, amphitheater and much more.

Fort Fun in Fort Collins includes two mini-golf
courses laser tag, bumper cars, go-karts, mini-bowling,

. AGRI'BWINESSf COMMERCIAL 4 TRANSPORTATION
« PERSONAL “GROUP HEALTH, LIFE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

GREELEY
970-356-0123

EATON
970-454-3381

FT. COLLINS
970-266-8710

DENVER
720-977-7110
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an arcade, paddleboats and more.

For additional entertainment, you can
frequent the Larimer County Fairgrounds, called
The Ranch, with its accompanying Budweiser
Events Center.Home to the Central Hockey
League’s Eagles and the United Indoor Football
League’s Colorado Ice, The Ranch also hosts
year-round business and entertainment activi-
ties.

Greeley’s Island Grove Regional Events
Center hosts the Greeley Stampede, the nation’s

largest Fourth of July rodeo.The 10-day Stam- & : i el AR

pede includes musical acts featuring top-name d /" | &2 ! N A b

artists, a carnival, and many rodeo attractions. | : l‘j “ &I ( & i;llﬂl l\Jm ("!
. § A

Shopping ;

Beautiful shopping experiences await resi-
dents of Northern Colorado. From locally owned
shops to major national retailers, the cities and ;
towns of Northern Colorado have it all. Northern Colorado communities enjoy a variety of retail options. The Promenade Shops at Centerra, a lifestyle

Fort Collins’ Foothills Mall, owned by center, attracts shoppers from a multistate region. Photo by Robb Williamson, Williamson Images, 2007
General Growth Properties, is slated for a major
redevelopment, and the Greeley Mall, owned by Other developments include Centerplace in Greeley, and
GK Development Inc., has undergone extensive renova- the coming Front Range Village in Fort Collins.
tions, with more planned. Plus, all of the towns and cities in Northern Colorado
New centers also have arisen throughout the region. continue to improve and revitalize their downtowns, rec-
These include the Promenade Shops at Centerra, a lifestyle ognizing that these areas are the original heart of business
center at Interstate 25 and U.S. Highway 34 in Loveland. throughout the region.

‘%‘Pesign Synergy

[8
«

A Leader in
Engineering &

Surveying Services
sﬁ\%rg|Z| 4 eféperii?é: Vaught Frye Architecture JR ENGINEERING
Architectsfand §VESRipley Associates bridge Land Planning
theWtraditional ®division between landscape . Colorado:
architecture'and architecture firms into a unified, Landscape Architecture Colorado Springs  Denver  North Denver

P e o s . ! i o i
EaNlinnovativeiteam|offeringlintegrated gerwces in: Interior Design — Fort Collins  Glenwood Springs
- Cheyenne
401 W. Mountain Ave., Ste. 200 ~ Fort Collins, CO 80521
970-224-1191 ~ www.vaughtfrye.com ~ www.vfripley.com EOE/AA
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Population
Colorado

Northern Colorado
Larimer County
Weld County

General
Employment
Larimer

Weld
Unemployment
Larimer

Weld
Unemployment rate
Colorado
Larimer

Weld

Jet fuel (gallons dis.)
F.C.-Loveland Airport

Motor vehicle reg.
Larimer
Weld

Vectra Small Business
Colorado index
U.S.index

Bankruptcies
Larimer County
Chapter 7
Chapter 13
Weld County
Chapter 7
Chapter 13

Foreclosures
Larimer County
Value (000s)
Weld County
Value

Patents
Larimer County
Weld County

New businesses
Larimer County
Weld County

2006
4,753,377
515,110
276,253
236,857

Latest month

169,092
113,544

6,665
5513

4.30%

3.80%
4.60%

77,494

44,133
44,133

94.8
91.6

67

68
1

183
$44,392
360

$62,661

43

213
144

2010

4,831,554
566,072 *
299,040 *
267,032 *

Prev.listing

171,263
115,811

6,041
4,967

3.90%
3.40%
4.10%

86,526

59,004
59,004

94.7
90.9

89

78
13

220
$52,260
299

$61,397

32
13

362
252

Consumer Price (Colorado, Wyoming, Montana and Utah)

Index (1982-84 = 100)
Food & beverages
Housing
Transportation
Medical Care

REAL ESTATE

Total construction (000s)

Larimer County
Weld County

Building permits
Larimer
Weld

Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all statistics are for Larimer and Weld counties combined.

21238
222.66
191.78
360.69

$60,684

$26,026

114
114

2122
2225
19213
360.05

$74,192

$42,209

150
150

2015

5,049,493
645,190 *
333,381 *
311,809 *

Change prev. mo.

-1.27%
-1.96%

10.33%
10.99%

N/A
N/A
N/A

-10.44%

-25.20%
-25.20%

0.11%
0.77%

-24.72%
-44.44%

-12.82%
-15.38%

-16.82%
-15.06%
20.40%
2.06%

34.38%
-30.77%

-41.16%
-42.86%

0.08%
0.07%
-0.18%
0.18%

-18.21%

-38.34%

-24.00%
-24.00%

* Projected population numbers from the Colorado Division of Local Government; U.S. Census Bureau otherwise
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; Colorado Division of Local Government (County population projections); Larimer County Workforces Center (Employment stats); Fort Collins-Loveland Municipal Airport; Larimer, Weld County Depts. of Motor Vehicles (Motor vehicle
registrations); Vectra Bank Colorado (Colorado & U.S. Small Business Indices); F.W. Dodge Data (Construction statistics); SKLD Information Services LLC (Bankruptcy, foreclosure); LexisNexis (Patents); The Home Builders Association of Northern Colorado (Building
permits); Colorado Division of Housing (Apartment vacancies & rates); Realtec Commercial Real Estate Services Inc. (Office, retail, industrialvacancy rates); Colorado Deptment of Revenue (Restaurant sales, gross sales figures, new sales tax accounts); U.S. Depts.

of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (Consumer Price Index).

2020

5,278,867
731,510 *
368,694 *
362,816 *

Yr.to Date

2016353
1357119

70665
58232

N/A
N/A
N/A

1043037

310360
286434

N/A
N/A

670
68

723
103

1459
339067
2618
530810

558
139

3504
2437

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

718814

702420

1139
1625
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2025

5,522,803
827,905 *
405,530
422,375 *

Last year

164,409
110,434

7,045
5,204

3.90%
3.50%
4.20%

86,909

58,664
58,664

29
87.6

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

52
19

164
920

201.8
215.6
1784
340.9

$47,019

$35,918

217
217

2030

5,792,357
929,828 *
441,537 *
488,291 *

Change prev. year

2.85%
2.82%

-5.39%
5.94%

N/A
N/A
N/A

-10.83%

-24.77%
-24.77%

-4.24%
4.57%

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

-17.31%
-52.63%

29.88%
60.00%

5.24%
3.27%
7.50%
5.81%

29.06%

-27.54%

-47.47%
-47.47%

Demographics -

Last update
1/08
1/08
1/08
1/08

Last update

12/07
12/07

12/07
12/07

12/07
12/07
12/07

12/07

11/07
11/07

12/07
12/07

11/07
11/07

11/07
11/07

11/07
11/07
11/07
11/07

12/07
12/07

11/07
11/07

12/07
12/07
12/07
12/07

12/07
12/07

12/07
12/07
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General Latest month Prev.listing Change prev. mo. Yr.to Date Last year Change prev.year Last update
Apartment vacancies

F.C.-Loveland 5.00% 9.10% N/A N/A 8.10% N/A 9/07
Greeley 8.10% 8.30% N/A N/A 7.30% N/A 9/07
Apartment rent

F.C.-Loveland $757 $801 -5.46% N/A $766 -1.17% 9/07
Greeley $623 $595 4.60% N/A $634 -1.87% 9/07
Office vacancy rates

Fort Collins 11.89% 11.79% N/A N/A 10.30% N/A 9/07
Loveland 8.77% 7.98% N/A N/A 6.90% N/A 9/07
Greeley 15.72% 17.07% N/A N/A 20.20% N/A 9/07
Retail vacancy rates

Fort Collins 7.66% 7.24% N/A N/A 5.70% N/A 9/07
Loveland 5.30% 7.05% N/A N/A 3.56% N/A 9/07
Greeley 9.59% 4.45% N/A N/A 5.51% N/A 9/07
Industrial vacancy rates

Fort Collins 4.26% 4.45% N/A N/A 4.27% N/A 9/07
Loveland 4.60% 4.27% N/A N/A 5.06% N/A 9/07
Greeley 6.65% 8.13% N/A N/A 8.76% N/A 9/07
SALES

Restaurant retail (000s)

Larimer County $98,386 $101,440 -3.01% 199826 $103,806 -5.22% 6/07
Weld County $53,000 $50,563 4.82% 103563 $48,089 10.21% 6/07
Gross sales (000s)

Larimer County $693,691 $694,251 -0.08% 5372810 $640,817 8.25% 8/07
Weld County $634,247 $661,252 -4.08% 5476456 $633,690 0.09% 8/07
New tax accounts $376 $490 -23.27% 2788 $379 -0.79% 6/07
Larimer County $2,116,680 $1,868,188 13.30% $2,022,062 4.68% 2007:2Q

Weld County $2,136,462 $2,053,850 4.02% $1,953,083 9.39% 2007:2Q

New tax accounts $1,358 $1,430 -5.03% $1,329 2.18% 2007:2Q

Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all statistics are for Larimer and Weld counties combined.

* Projected population numbers from the Colorado Division of Local Government; U.S. Census Bureau otherwise

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; Colorado Division of Local Government (County population projections); Larimer County Workforces Center (Employment stats); Fort Collins-Loveland Municipal Airport; Larimer, Weld County Depts. of Motor Vehicles (Motor vehicle
registrations); Vectra Bank Colorado (Colorado & U.S.Small Business Indices); F.W. Dodge Data (Construction statistics); SKLD Information Services LLC (Bankruptcy, foreclosure); LexisNexis (Patents); The Home Builders Association of Northern Colorado (Building
permits); Colorado Division of Housing (Apartment vacancies & rates); Realtec Commercial Real Estate Services Inc. (Office, retail, industrialvacancy rates); Colorado Deptment of Revenue (Restaurant sales, gross sales figures, new sales tax accounts); U.S. Depts.
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (Consumer Price Index).

Delivering Talent and Technology
to Society
Ehrhardt Keefe Steiner & Hottman PC

A research university delivers economic value to its communities is driven by a passion to help our clients
by inventing technology and developing talent. At Colorado reach their goals by delivering proactive,
State University, the creation of three multidisciplinary innovative and comprehensive solutions.
Superclusters, a dramatic increase in invention disclosures
and start-up companies, the announcement of a new online and business advisory firm, we offer
university, the creation of a regional economist position and the a variety of business advisory services,
plan to evolve CSU Extension toward lifelong learning innovation including specialized expertise that
centers in partnership with their communities are all examples of represents the top industries in Colorado
CSU’s ability to deliver economic value. and the Rocky Mountain region.
Hunt Lambert — T v To learn more about how EKS&H can meet
Associate Vice President . : : your business needs, please call Chris Otto
of Economic Development - N 2 or Kermit Allard at 970-282-5400.

As the largest Colorado-based accounting

Office of Economic Development

Colorado State University / ' \ E K S H
1051 Campus Delivery \ ; \‘ ‘ d R I \

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1051 : 3 y | EHRHARDT KEEFE
(970) 493-0903 ¥ = N N STEINER HOTTMAN PC

1321 Oakridge Drive,

Fort Collins, CO 80525
P: 970-282-5400 « F: 970-282-5499
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GREAT Westeny
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Situated on the footsteps of the Rocky Mountains, along Colorado’s northern Front Range in the Town
of Windsor, The Great Western Industrial Park is part of a coordinated, master-planned development

that is becoming an epicenter of twenty-first century manufacturing and distribution.

SIX REASONS WHY MAJOR COMPANIES ARE SELECTING THIS PARK.

Thriving Location Foreign-Trade Zone Designation
BNSF & Union Pacific Rail Service Quality of life

Established Infrastructure Smart, Abundant Workforce

%
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THE GREAT WESTERN

DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

To be part of this precisely planned development while parcels are still available,
please contact Rich Montgomery at 303.398.0500, or email: rmontgomery@GreatWesternIndustrialPark.com
www. GreatWesternIndustrialPark.com




- Brighton

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

Residents, businesses

flow into Brighton

City adds retail, health amenities as population soars

Brighton is a fast-growing gem ideally
located 20 miles northeast of downtown
Denver and just 15 miles from Denver Inter-
national Airport.

With five major highways and two major
rail carriers serving a population of approxi-
mately 30,000 people, Brighton has become

Platte Valley Medical Center has built a new, $138 million hospital to serve the
growing population in Brighton and southeastern Weld County.
Photo courtesy Platte Valley Medical Center

one of the most attractive communities north
of Denver for businesses and residents alike.

The newly opened Prairie Center has
drawn the attention of national retailers,
including The Home Depot, Lowe’s, PetSmart,
Super Target, Kohl's and many others.

In fact, the Gadberry Group of Little Rock,
Ark., placed Brighton at No. 2 on its“7 From
2007"list of the seven most notable high-
growth places in the United States.

In addition to retailers, primary employ-
ers also have targeted Brighton.In 2007,
Staples Inc. built a 300,000-square-foot fulfill-
ment center.The office supply giant settled in
the Bromley Industrial Park near Interstate 76
on the eastern edge of Brighton.

Also near |-76 is the new, $138 million
Platte Valley Medical Center campus.The
Level IV trauma center provides complete
medical care for residents of Brighton and the
surrounding area and is a major employer for
the community.

Other major employers include govern-
ment and public agencies. In addition to
being in Weld County, a significant portion

of Brighton is in Adams County, and the city
serves as the Adams County seat.

Adams County employees — which
number approximately 2,000 — soon will
be housed in a new 500,000-square-foot
campus at Adams Crossing, a development of
Carlson-Parkhill LLC.

Carlson-Parkhill also
helped revitalize Brighton's
downtown with its Pavilions
development.That project
brought Starbucks, Qdoba Mexi-
can Grill, Cold Stone Creamery,
local specialty shops and movie
theaters to downtown Brighton.
The Brighton Urban Renewal
Authority is working to attract
new business and support exist-
ing commerce in the downtown
core.

The Pavilions project
includes a parking center for the
Regional Transportation District
and brings people using this
metro-area mass-transit system
into downtown Brighton.

Mass transit is impor-
tant to Brighton. Employment
more than doubled between 1990 and 2000,
and it is projected to be nearly 25,000 by the
end of this decade. Another 10,000 jobs are
expected between 2010 and 2020.

Accompanying the manufacturing, dis-
tribution, retail and government growth has
been a massive influx of new housing.Land
in Brighton is affordable, and it has translated
into an explosion of new subdivisions that
offer everything from executive estates to
senior-citizen housing to townhomes.

Since 1997, Brighton has issued nearly
5,300 residential building permits.To help
serve the new residential growth, the city of
Brighton owns and maintains 17 neighbor-
hood parks, seven community parks, 34 miles
of trails and 600 acres of open space.

Education also is important to the
community.The Brighton schools have the
highest standardized test scores of all the
districts in Adams County. Plus, the commu-
nity is working to expand higher-education
facilities through opportunities with Front
Range Community College and Colorado
State University.

Brighton originally was called Hughes
Station for John Hughes who owned the
stage line between Denver and Cheyenne,
Wyo.By 1879, land in the area was being
purchased from the Denver Pacific Railroad
by Daniel Carmichael. He named his 720 acres
after his wife's birthplace, Brighton Beach,
New York.

Another community, Northern Brighton,
also was in the making. By 1887, the whole
area was incorporated as Brighton.

While the city’s original farming roots are
slowly giving way to new commerce, agricul-
tural enterprises remain a fixture in the area.

Brighton's farming population was
largely Japanese, and businesses such as
Sakata Farms still play a strong role in Brigh-
ton agriculture.

The extremely proactive Brighton
Economic Development Corp., the Brighton
Chamber of Commerce and the city all work
together to assist businesses either currently
doing business in Brighton or that want to
establish a presence in the area.

Square miles 17.2
Population 2000 20,905
Population est.2006 29,750
Labor force 10,227
Employment 9,518
Per capita income $17,927

Median household income $46,779
Households 6,729

Brighton Economic Development Corp.
www.brightonedc.org

City of Brighton
www.brightonco.gov

Brighton Chamber of Commerce
www.brightonchamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org
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WELD COUNTY RD. 82

WELD COUNTY RD. 33
WELD COUNTY RD. 37

WELD COUNTY RD. 35

Ault sits at the junction of U.S.Highway
85 and Colo. Highway 14, just 10 miles north
of Greeley and 20 miles east of Fort Collins.
Residents embrace the town’s motto and
acronym of “A Unique Little Town.”

Founded in the 1890s, Ault quickly be-
came an agricultural boom town. Agricul-
tural-related businesses remain a mainstay
of employment in and around Ault. One of
the best-known businesses is Farmers Bank,

ECONOMIC PROFILE ::

which serves clients from throughout the
region and operates a branch in Fort Collins.
Along with companies such as J-9 Crop
Insurance and Lesh Drilling, local businesses
serve the needs of surrounding agricultural
communities.

Ault boasts several antique stores and
some favorite local restaurants. A pending
retail and residential project is under way
along Colo.Highway 14 on the western
edge of town.

The Highland School District, which
serves Ault and some surrounding towns,
maintains its district headquarters in Ault.

Like the other communities along the
U.S.Highway 85 corridor, Ault sits on the
Union Pacific Corp.’s mainline that links
Cheyenne to Denver.

The Ault Business Association, made up
of local business, civic and church leaders,
works to promote existing businesses and
welcome new ones.The Business Associa-
tion organizes the annual International
Food Fest, which draws a variety of ethnic
entertainment and food offerings the last
weekend of every September.

erthoud

o

T EE

N

Berthoud, known as the “garden spot of
Northern Colorado,” has long planned for its
future through a series of annexations that
stretches the town limits along both sides of
Interstate 25.

Founded by settlers on the heels of the
Colorado gold rush, Berthoud, with a vibrant,
charming old-town atmosphere and stately
Victorian homes, has positioned itself to
take advantage of the dynamic Front Range

economy.

Located just inside the southern edge of
Larimer County, the town is a short distance
north of Boulder County’s Longmont and
south of Loveland.

In addition to I-25, Berthoud is inter-
sected by U.S.Highway 287 and Colorado
Highway 56.

Along the |-25 corridor, the town is work-
ing with McWhinney Enterprises of Loveland
on a 1,600-acre project called Wilson Ranch.

Wilson Ranch is a master-planned
community that will accommodate 5 million
square feet of commercial space and 4,000
homes over the next four decades.

Both Berthoud and McWhinney officials
have been working on the best way to de-
velop one of the most ecologically sensitive
I-25 junctions, where the Little Thompson
River crosses the highway.

Adjacent to Wilson Ranch, Aims Com-
munity College recently completed the pur-
chase of a 30-acre parcel for a new campus.
The site is at the northeast interchange of
I-25 and Colorado Highway 56.

Supporting businesses through the
coming growth is the Berthoud Chamber of

2008
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Town of Ault
www.townofault.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles

Population 2000 1,432
Population est.2006 1,420
Labor force 708
Employment 670

Per capita income $15,570
Median household income $33,846
Households 301

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

Ault also has experienced a housing surge
in the past few years, with new develop-
ments growing on both the north and
south ends of town.

Town of Berthoud
www.berthoud.org

Berthoud Chamber of Commerce
www.berthoudcolorado.com

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.

www.ncedc.com

Square miles 4.1
Population 2000 4,823
Population est.2006 5,120
Labor force 2,831
Employment 2,779
Per capita income $25,037
Median household income $52,672
Households 1,844

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Commerce and an active town government.
Additionally, Berthoud is becoming known
for a burgeoning arts community that is
supported by the Berthoud Arts & Humani-
ties Alliance and the Wildfire Community
Arts Center.
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Dacono
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Dacono is one of three southwest Weld
County communities making up the Tri-
Town, or Carbon Valley area.

Just 10 miles north of the Denver met-
ro area and south of larger communities
in Northern Colorado, Dacono developed
primarily as a coal-mining, farming and
railroad town.

The town’s unique name came from a
coal-mining executive who in 1908 com-

Eaton
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Eaton boasts a proud heritage.Named
for the state’s fourth governor, Benjamin H.
Eaton, the town sits just six miles north of
Greeley on U.S.Highway 85 and is just 20
miles east of Fort Collins.

Eaton is located along Union Pacific
Corp.'s mainline Denver-Cheyenne route
and has seen rapid growth in recent years.
Although born as a farming community,

bined the first two letters from the names
of three local ladies, Daisy, Cora and Nora.

The completion of Interstate 25 in 1960
brought new opportunities to Dacono, and
in 1969 the first large-scale housing project
brought more than 400 homes to the com-
munity.

Still, there was no downtown or city
center,and very little self-sustaining com-
mercial or retail activity in Dacono.

Dacono officials now embrace what
they call a“blank slate” when it comes to
designing the future of its community. A
recently completed master plan says that
22 square miles have been added to the
town’s planning area, and one of the top
priorities is to create a new city center with
a business-friendly atmosphere.

Projects under consideration would
add enough homes to bring the popula-
tion of Dacono to 30,000 people, almost 10
times current numbers.

In addition to an abundance of land
that provides a new blueprint for town
planners, Dacono sits just off of I-25.1t's
four miles north of the E-470 beltway, and
approximately 20 miles from Denver Inter-
national Airport.

with potatoes and sugar beets the main
crops, the town has lured many new resi-
dents attracted by its tree-lined streets and
hometown atmosphere.

Although agriculture remains impor-
tant, Eaton has also seen new commercial
development, including banks, restaurants,
retail and service businesses. Heritage Mar-
ket, a local downtown grocery store, will
anchor a new retail development owned
by Agland Inc.The 30,000-square-foot gro-
cery store will be located on the southern
edge of town, near U.S.85.

Eaton serves as headquarters for
Agland, an agricultural cooperative that
serves its members and customers with
agricultural products and various retail
operations.

Harsh Manufacturing Inc., which
produces hydraulic equipment, environ-
mental-monitoring solutions, and other
products, also is based in Eaton.

A-1 Organics, an organic-recycling
business, operates out of Eaton.The com-
pany diverts organic waste from landfills
and transforms it into composts, mulches
and other organic materials.

Town of Dacono
www.ci.dacono.co.us

Carbon Valley Chamber of Commerce
www.carbonvalleychamber.com

www.upstatecolorado.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

DACONO PROFILE

Square miles 27
Population 2000 3,015
Population est.2006 3,752
Labor force 1,502
Employment 1,389
Per capita income $15,368
Median household income $38,854
Households 1,096

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Besides the nearby Tri-Town communi-
ties of Firestone and Fredrick, Dacono is
adjacent to Broomfield and Erie.

Town of Eaton
www.eatonco.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

www.upstatecolorado.org

EATON PROFILE

Square miles 1.9
Population 2000 2,690
Population est.2006 4,044
Labor force 1,367
Employment 1,317
Per capita income $20,816
Median household income $47,314
Households 1,067

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Eaton boasts a variety of housing,
ranging from Victorians to bungalows,
ranch homes to new, high-end housing.
The Eaton Country Club includes an 18-
hole golf course and is a popular site for
business-related events.
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Erie

MINERAL RD.

ARAPAHOE RD.

Erie shares many characteristics with
other communities in Larimer and Weld
counties, but principal among themis an
incredible pace of growth.

The town, with boundaries extending
into both Weld and Boulder counties, re-
corded slightly more than 6,000 residents in
the 2000 census.The 2006 estimate put that
number at more than 14,000, and town offi-
cials say Erie’s population pushed past 16,000
in 2007.By 2015, the population is expected
to be more than 25,000.

Erie’s attraction stems in part from its

ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008 | Northern Colorado -

proximity to major economic and population
centers, including Boulder, Longmont, Denver
and communities in Larimer and Weld coun-
ties.

Erie is adjacent to Interstate 25 and
bisected by both Colorado Highway 52 and
Colorado Highway 7.That puts it within short
driving distances to world-class research and
academic institutions, including the Univer-
sity of Colorado in Boulder, Colorado State
University in Fort Collins and the University of
Northern Colorado in Greeley.

Transportation options include the Erie
Municipal Airport, owned and operated by
the town of Erie. The general-aviation facility
is located three miles south of the central
business district and was formerly a private
airport called Tri-County Airport.

Erie town officials adopted a new com-
prehensive plan in 2005.One of the goals of
town leaders is to coordinate new growth
and annexations with that plan and with the
town’s economic-development plan.

While moving from its coal-mining roots
to today'’s fast-paced growth, Erie keeps sight
of quality of life for its residents. Town and
Erie Chamber of Commerce officials have
worked to develop a full-service community
that provides state of the art infrastructure
and amenities for residents and businesses.

Estes Park

Estes Park remains one of Larimer
County'’s thriving business communities.
With hundreds of businesses, restaurants,
construction and real estate companies, the
mountain town plays an important role in
the Northern Colorado economy.

Even though it is viewed primarily as a
tourist community, Estes Park has approxi-

mately 6,000 year-round residents and is
home to the headquarters for Rocky Moun-
tain National Park.

Named after Joel Estes of Missouri, who
moved to the area in 1859 to raise cattle, the
area soon drew tourists and visitors. Ranch-
ing and tourism were the early mainstays of
Estes Park.By 1909, F.O. Stanley had opened
his famous hotel in the town.

The roads that lead to Estes Park con-
nect it to the Longmont/Boulder area, Lyons
and Loveland.They include U.S.Highway 34,
U.S.Highway 36 and Colorado Highway 7.
While Estes Park seemingly attracts visitors
like a magnet, community leaders constantly
work to keep the business climate healthy.

Recently, an effort was undertaken via a
petition drive to request a November 2008
election that would determine whether
residents favor establishment of a marketing
district in Estes Park.The district would be
funded by a lodging tax that would be used
to advertise and otherwise market Estes
Park for tourism. Currently, marketing money
comes from the town’s general fund.

And, in an effort to promote clean

RESOURCES

Erie Chamber of Commerce
www.eriechamber.org

Town of Erie
Www.ci.erie.co.us

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

ERIE PROFILE

Square miles 9.6
Population 2000 6,291
Population est.2006 14,125
Labor force 3,745
Employment 3,631
Per capita income $30,625
Median household income $71,114
Households 2,225

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

A new community center and library
recently opened, and the town has become
an attractive stopping point for young
professionals, outdoor buffs, growing families
and active seniors. All are drawn to Erie’s
expansive mountain views and scenic trails.

Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
www.EstesParkCVB.com

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com

Town of Estes Park
www.estesnet.com

ESTES PARK PROFILE

Square miles 59
Population 2000 5413
Population est.2006 6,006
Labor force 2,877
Employment 2,789
Per capita income $30,499
Median household income $43,262
Households 2,499

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

energy, Estes Park’s Light and Power custom-
ers can buy wind energy from the Platte
River Power Authority’s Medicine Bow Wind
Project in Wyoming.
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Firestone

Southwest Weld County is one of the
fastest-growing regions in Northern Colorado,
and Firestone is a major factor in that growth.
Located along Interstate 25 midway between
Denver and Fort Collins, Firestone and its
neighbors make up the tri-town, or Carbon
Valley region.

Living up to its motto,”A Community in
Motion,” Firestone is adding commercial, retail
and residential developments at a rapid rate.

American Furniture Warehouse, one of the

largest furniture dealers in the West, recently
built a $30 million showroom and distribution
center in Firestone, employing 300 people.The
530,000-square-foot facility, visible from I-25,
already is spurring other nearby retail develop-
ments. A joint venture of Denver-based Quad-
rant Properties LLC and St. Louis-based THF
Realty Inc. plans to develop 78 acres adjacent
to the American Furniture Warehouse property
into big-box retail.

Other recent developments include Long-
mont United Hospital’s Carbon Valley Medical
Center,opened in 2004, and a regional library
that will open in the spring of 2008.

The town also plans a new cultural
campus and municipal complex,and a hotel is
slated for construction on Firestone Boulevard.
Other retail in the town includes a Safeway,
King Soopers, and Ace Hardware.

In addition to the retail sector, major
employers include the metal and injection-
molding company PCC Advanced Forming
Technology, which employs about 240.

Ten years of exponential home growth
have driven a 15 percent average annual
growth rate in Firestone over the last three
years. According to Firestone’s Web site, 29
major residential developments and 15 major
commercial projects have been undertaken
since 2003.

Firestone has developed many parks

Fort Lupton

One of the larger communities along
the U.S.Highway 85 corridor, Fort Lupton is
located at the crossroads of Highway 85 and
Colorado Highway 52 along the South Platte
River in southern Weld County.

The city is 25 miles north of Denver, 25
miles south of Greeley and 25 miles east of the
Boulder/Longmont area.

Named for Lt. Lancaster Lupton, who built
a trading post in the area in 1835, Fort Lupton
is positioning itself to become a powerhouse
in Weld County. Community leaders spent
much of 2007 working to update the town’s
comprehensive plan. |t was the first time in 10
years that a thorough revision was under-
taken.

The plan establishes specific guidelines
for revamping Fort Lupton’s downtown, and
presents ideas for capitalizing on the town’s
assets, such as a campus of Aims Community
College, a multilingual citizenry, the South
Platte River and proximity to two major high-
ways.

Fort Lupton already is home to several
major employers, including Colorado Railcar
Manufacturing LLC, Halliburton Energy Ser-
vices, Colorstar Growers of Colorado, Golden
Aluminum Inc., Aims Community College and
Safeway. Additionally, car dealerships and
several oil- and gas-related businesses are part
of the community.

Like Platteville, its neighbor to the north,
Fort Lupton was founded as a fur and goods-
trading spot along the South Platte River.The
area historical society is working to rebuild
that fort on its original location.

RESOURCES

Town of Firestone
www.ci.firestone.co.us

Carbon Valley Chamber of Commerce
www.carbonvalleychamber.com

www.upstatecolorado.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

FIRESTONE PROFILE

Square miles 53
Population 2000 1,908
Population est.2006 7,124
Labor force 1,030
Employment 984
Per capita income $20,428
Median household income $55,313
Households 617

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

and trails to serve residents. Adjacent to the
town is Colorado’s Saint Vrain State Park,and a
planetarium and museum are planned for the
town’s Central Park. Saddleback Golf Course,
the town'’s par 72 golf course, was voted
Course of the Year by the Colorado Golf Course
Owners Association in 2003.

City of Fort Lupton
www.fortlupton.org

Fort Lupton Chamber of Commerce
www.fortluptonchamber.com

www.upstatecolorado.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

FORT LUPTON PROFILE

Square miles 40
Population 2000 6,787
Population est.2006 7,424
Labor force 3,226
Employment 3,088
Per capita income $15,649
Median household income $40,917
Households 2,128

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

In addition to recognizing ties to its past,
Fort Lupton residents have new, state of the
art amenities in a recently built recreation
center and 18-hole Coyote Creek Golf Course.
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Frederick

Projections show that growth will make
southwest Weld County one of Northern
Colorado’s major population centers. Like
its Carbon Valley neighbors Firestone and
Dacono, Frederick is at the heart of that
growth.

With 13 square miles of land annexed
— 11 of those since the 2000 census — and
26 square miles in its planning area, Fred-
erick is poised to be another Weld County
powerhouse.

Frederick is home to businesses that in-
clude Stevinson Lexus, Colorado Machinery

Garden
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LLC, Meadowlark Optics Inc.and distributor
TSN West LLC. Other industries represented
in Frederick include high tech, health care
and educational materials.

The city straddles Interstate 25,and
Colorado Highway 52 bisects as an east-
west thoroughfare. Access to the interstate
makes Frederick attractive for new retail
developments. One such project is the
Frederick Town Center,a 1 million-square-
foot development planned by Frederick De-
velopment Co. Inc. of Boulder.The lifestyle
center is slated for the northwest corner of
I-25 and Highway 52.

Accompanying the commercial growth
in Frederick is an increase in residential
dwellings.Town officials have calculated an
average annual growth rate of 16 percent
over the last five years. Population has
grown from 2,467 in 2000 to an estimated
7,395 in 2006.

Along with the increased housing
growth, groundwork is being laid to serve
the growing population. Frederick is home
to the Carbon Valley Recreation District’s
main facility, three elementary schools and
the area'’s primary high school.The 18-hole
Bella Rosa municipal golf course serves
Frederick and the surrounding community.

The town of Frederick is proud of its

Cit

Surrounded by Greeley and Evans,
Garden City was established in 1935 for the
sole purpose of providing saloons and liquor
stores to Greeley, which then was a dry city.

Both U.S.Highway 85 and U.S.Highway
34 border Garden City. While a high volume
of traffic traverses the town each day, com-
muters may not realize they are in Garden
City and not Greeley or Evans.

The town is adjacent to some major
nearby employers, including Asurion, which
operates an inbound call center in Evans,and
RR Donnelley Norwest Inc., which employs
300 at a printing plant in Greeley.

Garden City is just a few minutes’ drive
from downtown Greeley, the Greeley Mall
and other shopping opportunities in west
Greeley and Evans.The town is approximate-
ly 60 miles north of Denver and is an easy
drive to Denver International Airport.

RESOURCES

Town of Frederick
www.frederickco.gov

Carbon Valley Chamber of Commerce
www.carbonvalleychamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

FREDERICK PROFILE

Square miles 1.9
Population 2000 2,467
Population est.2006 7,395
Labor force 1,426
Employment 1,386
Per capita income $20,602
Median household income $55,324
Households 837

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

parks, trails and open space. A 0.5 percent
sales tax is dedicated to the town'’s open-
space fund. Frederick also is home to the
Miners’ Memorial and Miners’ Museum.The
memorial honors Colorado miners with
inscribed names on a marble wall.

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

GARDEN CITY PROFILE

Square miles 0.1

Population 2000 357

Population est.2006 339

Labor force 160

Employment 139

Per capita income $8,646

Median household income $21,875

Households 124

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
WWW.NCEDC.COM 69
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Gilcrest
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WELD COUNTY RD. 42

WELD COUNTY RD. 40
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Gilcrest sits on the U.S.Highway 85
corridor approximately 10 miles south of
Greeley.

Easy accessibility to cities including
Denver, Greeley and Cheyenne, Wyo., make
Gilcrest a prime site for business, as does its
location on the Union Pacific Corp.s rail line.

Gilcrest is one of three Highway 85
corridor towns that have recently banded
together in the South Central Weld Cham-
ber of Commerce.The others are LaSalle

Hudson

WELD COUNTY RD. 31
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Hudson officials share a goal with
many other Eastern Plains communities in
Weld County: Attract more commercial and re-
tail business to diversify the town'’s traditional
agricultural base.

Hudson sits at the interchange of Inter-
state 76 and Colorado Highway 52. Well-po-
sitioned on two busy highways, Hudson is 11
miles east of Fort Lupton on Highway 52 and
between Lochbuie and Keenesburg on I-76.

:: 2008

and Platteville.The chamber works to pro-
mote business in and around south central
Weld County and to provide networking
opportunities and education for its active
members.

Gilcrest was founded in the early 1900s
and named after an lowa businessman
who wanted to establish his son in a new
community by purchasing land and starting
a bank. Early commerce centered on sugar
beets, corn, beans, tomatoes, cabbage, peas,
spinach and other garden crops. Potatoes,
however, made the area famous.

Not much has changed, these days.
Gilcrest is still sustained primarily by the
agricultural industry, with Five Rivers Cattle
Feeding LLC of Loveland operating several
feedlots in the area. Agland Inc.,one of
Colorado’s largest agricultural cooperatives,
has some of its agronomy operations in
Gilcrest.

Other businesses in the town center
around the turf and farm-supply industries.

Early Gilcrest had a bank, train depot, its
own physician and a telephone exchange
building. While some of those things have
changed today, the town remains a stable
presence along the Highway 85 corridor.

That location should serve Hudson well as
it works to attract new commercial activity and
encourage citizens to keep sales-tax revenue
in town.Town officials have worked with local
businesses to improve the appearance of the
business district.

Southern Weld County is expected to add
hundreds of thousands of new residents in the
coming decades. Pioneer, a 5,073-acre master-
planned community proposed just north
of Hudson, would include more than 9,000
homes, accommodating 23,000 new residents
over 20 years.

Hudson is home to several industrial
operations, including Denver Plastics Colorado,
which produces thermoplastic injection mold-
ing. Material producers such as Chemical &
Metal Industries Inc., as well as fabrication and
welding businesses, also operate in Hudson.

Many of the area’s mainstay businesses
revolve around the agricultural industry.

One of Hudson’s best-known businesses is
The Pepper Pod Restaurant, which draws cus-
tomers from throughout the region and boasts
a chef who was a graduate of the Culinary
Institute of America.

South Central Weld Chamber of Commerce
www.southcentralweldchamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles

Population 2000
Population est.2006

Labor force

Employment

Per capita income

Median household income
Households

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

0.7
1,162
1,139
564
524
$12,863
$45,625
311

Gilcrest also is home to an area high
school, Valley High. While the population
has declined slightly in recent years, town
leaders pride themselves on the small-town
atmosphere and agrarian roots that Gilcrest

provides.

Hudson Chamber of Commerce
www.hudsonchamberco.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles 23
Population 2000 1,565
Population est.2006 1,582
Labor force 731
Employment 703

Per capita income $15,613
Median household income $45,673
Households 482

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Johnstown
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If there were a center for explosive
growth in Northern Colorado, Johnstown
might be it.This once-sedate Weld County

town now lays claim to five exits along
Interstate 25 and annexations that stretch
far from what the town boundaries were
just a few years ago.

Johnstown in recent years has annexed
premium parcels of real estate along I-25
and U.S.Highway 34.

Much of that land has become home

ALDE
GREELEY A\

to new subdivisions, but a great deal of it
boasts some of the most visible new com-
mercial projects in Northern Colorado.

Johnstown calls itself the “hub of new
possibilities”in Northern Colorado. At the
interchange of I-25 and U.S. Highway 34,

a Johnstown development called 2534
houses two new hospitals - Ernest Health
Inc.'s Northern Colorado Long Term Acute
Hospital and the Northern Colorado
Rehabilitation Hospital. Also at 2534 are res-
taurants, high-end home décor companies,
a Starbucks, office users and other retail.

Johnstown also boasts water, sewer
and fiber-optic infrastructure that is ready
to use, and an accelerated development-
review process that reflects its “can-do”
approach to business.

A unique community positioned for
rapid development, Johnstown also boasts
a vibrant downtown. Enjoying its status
as the heart of the original community,
downtown includes busy restaurants,
coffee shops, a clothing store, a bustling
supermarket and a new multi-use retail
development.

Visible from downtown are the grain
elevators that hark back to the agrarian

Keenesburg

Keenesburg is a growing town with a
well-planned future.

The community sits 35 miles northeast
of Denver on Interstate 76 and just 25 miles
southeast of Greeley.

With Keenesburg’s proximity to
metropolitan Denver and with just 32 miles
between Keenesburg and Denver Interna-
tional Airport, town leaders and community
members spent much of 2005 developing a
comprehensive plan.

It was the first time since 1972 that
any sort of in-depth study had examined
all aspects of the town.The plan outlines a
vision for the community based on current
and projected conditions.

Land use, growth and town services
all were examined for Keenesburg, which
provides the surrounding agricultural
community with commercial services.The
comprehensive plan also addressed mass

transportation to and from the Denver area.

With projections that Keenesburg’s
population will double by 2025, town lead-
ers are determined to have an outline for
the future that guides business, industrial
and residential growth without tainting the
town’s deep agricultural roots.

In keeping with that agricultural back-
ground, Keenesburg is home to the South-
east Weld County Junior Fair and Rodeo. In
addition to agriculture-related businesses,
other large employers in Keenesburg
include the local school district, Colorado
East Bank and Trust and the town’s grocery
store.

Southern Weld County is expected
to add hundreds of thousands of new

:: 2008

Town of Johnstown
www.townofjohnstown.com

Johnstown-Milliken Chamber of Commerce
www.johnstownmillikenchamber.com

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles 1.1
Population 2000 3,827
Population est.2006 8,237
Labor force 1,848
Employment 1,787
Per capita income $19,003
Median household income $50,404
Households 1,296

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

roots of this fast-growing community.
Fertile farm and ranch land still surround
Johnstown, and the Big Thompson River
meanders through the town.

Keenesburg Area Chamber of Commerce
www.keenesburgco.org

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles 0.6
Population 2000 855
Population est.2006 1,140
Labor force 417
Employment 395

Per capita income $17,022
Median household income $41,417
Households 301

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

residents in the coming decades. Pioneer, a
5,073-acre master-planned community pro-
posed just outside of Keenesburg, would
include more than 9,000 homes,accommo-
dating 23,000 new residents over 20 years.

WWW.NCEDC.COM 71
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Located eight miles east of Greeley on
U.S.Highway 34, Kersey is a quietly grow-
ing city that embraces its deep agricultural
roots.

Kersey, originally called Orr, was created
in 1882 as a stop on the Union Pacific Corp.
main line between Julesburg and LaSalle.
The town’s name was changed in 1896,and
it was officially incorporated in 1908.

[L.aPorte

NORTH TAFT HILL RD.

Like its French name suggests, LaPorte
is a doorway, or port, into the Rocky Moun-
tains.

Located about eight miles west of Fort
Collins, quiet LaPorte will take visitors and
residents directly into the mountains via
Rist Canyon or Poudre Canyon.

LaPorte is located along the Cache La
Poudre River,so named by French trappers
who stored, or cached, their gunpowder and
other supplies along the river near LaPorte.

:: 2008

The town is a close-knit, primarily
agricultural community, that is home to
many farm, dairy, ranching and related
agricultural businesses. Oil and gas energy
companies also operate in Kersey.

With its location on Highway 34,
Kersey is approximately one hour from
Denver International Airport and the
Denver metropolitan area. Greeley and
Loveland are to the west, and Fort Morgan
to the east on Highway 34.Likewise, Fort
Collins and Windsor are within easy reach.

A drive from Kersey provides easy
access to the Rocky Mountains,and the
Pawnee Buttes and Pawnee National Grass-
lands are to the north of the town.

Town officials pride themselves on
maintaining a small-town community with
old-town charm and friendly people, while
bigger city conveniences are just a short
distance away.

The Kersey Area Chamber of Com-
merce notes that the town is “where the
past and the future live in harmony with
today.”

Kersey also is popular for its school
district, Platte Valley, which includes an

Today, the town is a slowly growing
enclave that treasures its small-town atmo-
sphere and mountain-lore history.

There are many established and
well-known businesses in town, includ-
ing rafting companies, engineering firms,
construction companies, equine services,
and pottery and art venues. Additionally,
the North Forty News, a local paper serving
primarily towns in western Larimer County,
is based in the town.

One of LaPorte’s mainstays is Vern's
Place, a tradition in Northern Colorado that
serves home-style cuisine, including giant
cinnamon rolls. A gift and tackle shop are
onsite.

Another LaPorte landmark is the Tap-
estry House, a new event center faithfully
built in Victorian style on five acres.

The original barn still is on the property.
The venue is popular for weddings and
corporate events.

The LaPorte of today is much smaller
and quieter than its early history might
have indicated.In 1861, when the first Ter-
ritorial Legislature was created, LaPorte was
chosen as the county seat. Twenty years
later, a state election was held to determine

RESOURCES

Kersey Area Chamber of Commerce
www.kerseycolorado.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

KERSEY PROFILE

Square miles 1.0
Population 2000 1,389
Population est.2006 1,418
Labor force 746
Employment 705

Per capita income $16,346
Median household income $41,333
Households 474

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

elementary, middle and high school.The
town also operates a senior center and
recreation department, and has a branch
of the Weld District Library.

RESOURCES

City Data
www.City-Data.com

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com

LAPORTE PROFILE

Square miles 6.1
Population 2000 2,691
Population est.2006 2,732
Labor force 1,675
Employment 1,649
Per capita income $19,870
Median household income $46,630
Households 1,068

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

the location of the state capital.
Legend has that the bustling town of
LaPorte lost to Denver by one vote.
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LaSalle

LaSalle, on the U.S.Highway 85 cor-
ridor, is about five miles south of Greeley.
Like many of its corridor neighbors, the
town is seen as a stable community that
will embrace growth as long as it doesn’t
change the integrity of the town.

Major cities are easily accessible within a
65-mile radius, including Denver, Greeley, Fort
Collins, Boulder and Cheyenne, Wyoming.

ECONOMIC PROFILE

While LaSalle’s original downtown has
grown increasingly quiet over the years,
businesses along Highway 85 seem to
thrive.

As with other Highway 85 commu-
nities, Union Pacific Corp.s rail line has
influenced development in LaSalle.In fact,
the town was named after LaSalle Street in
Chicago, the main railroad street in that city.

A depot built in 1910 was restored
and now serves as a community center for
seniors and other town residents.

The special quality of life that LaSalle
residents enjoy is supported by a variety
of industries. Businesses in the town range
from cattle and oilfield enterprises to an
aerial spraying company and turf farms.
Dairies also populate the area. Pioneer Hi-
bred International Inc. operates a research
center in LaSalle.

One of the best-known retail busi-
nesses in LaSalle is Raven’s Architectural
Antiques, which draws aficionados of ev-
erything vintage from all over the region.
Favorite restaurants include the Farmers
Inn and the original Armadillo restaurant,
which expanded into a well-known chain
along Colorado’s Front Range.

[L.ochbuie

“OA8 373318 SIINYYA

Named for a place on the Scottish Isle
of Mull, Lochbuie sits 25 miles northeast of
downtown Denver on Interstate 76.

Like its neighbors, Hudson and Keenes-
burg, on I-76, Lochbuie is in an area that is
becoming increasingly attractive to people
and businesses.

Because I-76 links Denver to Interstate
80 in southwest Nebraska, the route is
heavily traveled and has become home to
residents who want an alternative to the
urban lifestyle.

Indeed, since the 2000 census,
Lochbuie’s population has doubled.Town
officials say that their growing population
and services make Lochbuie an ideal place
to live, work and play.The town now boasts
more than 1,200 homes and is one of the
fastest-growing towns in the state.

The town also has more than 100 acres
of land recently zoned for retail or industrial
development.

Lochbuie is just a short 15-minute drive
from Denver International Airport. Several
other private or municipal airfields are also
located nearby. Downtown Denver is just
30 minutes away.

Lochbuie is served by Weld County
School District RE-3J, which also serves the
southeast Weld County towns of Keenes-
burg, Hudson and Roggen.

112008

Northern Colorado -

RESOURCES

Town of LaSalle
www.lasalletown.com

www.upstatecolorado.org

South Central Weld Chamber of Commerce
www.southcentralweldchamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

LASALLE PROFILE

Square miles

Population 2000
Population est.2006

Labor force

Employment

Per capita income

Median household income
Households

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

0.7
1,849
1,916
966

933
$18,262
$41,534
683

While growth is anticipated in LaSalle,

community leaders encourage it at a

paced rate that integrates with the town'’s

design and comprehensive plan.

Town of Lochbuie
www.lochbuie.org/about.htm

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

www.upstatecolorado.org

LOCHBUIE PROFILE

Square miles

Population 2000
Population est.2006

Labor force

Employment

Per capita income

Median household income
Households

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

1.3
2,049
4,033
926
874
$14,845
$38,988
637
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Mead calls itself a“little town with a big
future.” Like many of its neighbors along
the Interstate 25 corridor, Mead is poised
for unprecedented growth, but also is plan-
ning for the anticipated changes.

Mead is located south of Berthoud and
Loveland and just north of Longmont.
Town leaders acknowledge that Mead

- Northern Colorado | ECONOMIC PROFILE :: 2008

primarily serves as a bedroom community
to larger employment centers. But, with the
growth experienced by the Denver metro-
politan area and much of the Front Range,
it is anticipated that Mead will continue to
see interest from both residential and com-
mercial developers.

Canadian-based Richie Bros. Auction-
eers Inc.recently relocated its Brighton
headquarters to Mead, occupying a large
frontage along |-25. Richie Bros.is a major
dealer of heavy equipment and holds auc-
tions that draw hundreds, sometimes up to
2,000, attendees.

The addition of the company is
expected to triple Mead'’s sales-tax revenue
and provide a cornerstone for future retail
and hospitality development in the town.

Other businesses in Mead include
some light-industrial companies, as well as
pharmaceutical and technology ventures.
Mead officials have worked extensively in
recent years to fine-tune the town’s com-
prehensive plan and a transportation plan
for original Mead, as well as anticipated
boundaries and service areas of the town.
One benefit to transportation and future

Milliken

Milliken sits six miles east of Interstate
25 on Colorado Highway 60. It neighbors
Johnstown, and the two communities share
a chamber of commerce.

Like Johnstown, Milliken has experi-

enced rapid growth in recent years and is
poised for more. Similarly, its motto is the
“hub of Northern Colorado.”

Indeed, in recent years Milliken-based
construction giant Hall-Irwin Corp.began
developing Centennial Crossing. A multi-
use project, Centennial Crossing includes
hundreds of homes as well as a museum
and library.

Hall-Irwin also completed a new Mil-
liken recreation center and administration
building for the Johnstown/Milliken School
District.

In the coming years, Milliken has plans
to enhance its downtown through a pro-
gram called Project Pride and build a new
police station and town center.

Farther away from the town center,
Milliken has hundreds of acres of annexed
land for which development applications
have been received. Plus, vast reserves of
additional annexed land wait in the wings
for future development.

Milliken also is home to one of North-
ern Colorado’s favorite golf courses, the
Mad Russian. A local man with German and
Russian roots developed it in the 1970s.The

Town of Mead
www.mead-co.gov

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

MEAD PROFILE

Square miles 44
Population 2000 2,017
Population est.2006 2,849
Labor force 1,073
Employment 1,052
Per capita income $31,483
Median household income $79,298

Households 615

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

business growth is the Great Western
Railway, a short-haul line that runs through
Mead, providing local service to industries
there, as well as Johnstown, Milliken, Love-
land, Windsor, Greeley and Longmont. Great
Western connects with Union Pacific Corp.
and BNSF Railway Co. lines.

RESOURCES

Town of Milliken
town.milliken.co.us

Johnstown-Milliken Chamber of Commerce
www.johnstownmillikenchamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

www.upstatecolorado.org
MILLIKEN PROFILE
Square miles 57
Population 2000 2,888
Population est.2006 5,801
Labor force 1,420
Employment 1,352
Per capita income $14,484
Median household income $43,603
Households 870

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

18-hole, par 69 is a public course drawing
visitors from throughout the region who
enjoy not only the greens, but also the ac-
companying restaurant.
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Nunn

ECONOMIC PROFILE

WELD COUNTY RD. 27

WELD COUNTY RD. 102

WELD COUNTY RD. 31

WELD COUNTY RD. 100

%

WELD COUNTY RD. 29

WELD COUNTY RD. 96

\

Denver Pacific Railway. Its agents encour-
aged settlers to buy land around the
tracks, which led to the founding of several
communities along the U.S.Highway 85
corridor.

Nunn began as an agricultural com-
munity, and remains so today. Much of the
farming in the area is dedicated to wheat.
Additionally, a great deal of land in the area
is under the federal Conservation Reserve
Program that seeks to protect fragile farm-
land by assisting owners in conserving and
improving soil, water and wildlife.In some
cases, land highly susceptible to erosion
is converted to native grasses.Today, new
homes fill in some of the rural areas.

The town supports several busi-
nesses, including a café, grain elevator and
telephone company. Colorado Engineering
Experiment Station Inc. operates a large in-
dependent commercial calibration facility.

The north Weld County town of Nunn

is directly tied to the history of the Union

Pacific Corp.’s rail line that connects Chey-

enne to Denver.
Initially, the line was owned by the

Pierce

85

WELD COUNTY RD. 90

‘

Pierce joins its neighbors along the U.S.
Highway 85 corridor in being a classic Northern
Colorado small town.

Pierce is north of Greeley, past Eaton and
Ault and south of Nunn.The Highway 85 corridor
serves as a connector between Denver, Greeley
and Cheyenne, Wyo.,and hosts many communi-

ROME AVE

WELD COUNTY RD. 86

[
i

WELD COUNTY RD. 31
WELD COUNTY RD. 33

The Nunn Senior Center is a center of
activity for the town, offering recreational
and educational programs for the area’s
residents. One of the newest additions to
the community is the Northern Dryland-
ers Museum. It is becoming well-known

ties, including Pierce, with agrarian roots and ties
to the Union Pacific Corp.'s rail line.

An examination of Pierce’s current commer-
cial mix finds companies such as Bill's Volume
Sales West, a Nebraska-based seller of agricultural
feed mixers and scale systems.

Double J Meatpacking Inc.is a regional
favorite that packs and provides fresh meat for
wholesale. Nearby, Town & Country Fence Inc.is
sought-after throughout Northern Colorado for
installations of every type of fence. Developers
call on Town & Country to fence new subdivi-
sions, while agricultural customers seek the
company for corrals and cattle enclosures.

Pierce also is host to feedlots and dairies that
help make Weld County one of the top ag-pro-
ducing counties in the nation.

With all the agricultural activity and some
accompanying new-home development, town
officials hope for continued growth to bolster the
tax base.

A few years ago, a long-standing obstacle
to potential commercial development was lifted
when an erroneous flood survey was eliminated
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

FEMA had conducted a flood-insurance

:: 2008

Northern Colorado -

Town of Nunn
www.nunncolorado.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles 1.8
Population 2000 471
Population est.2006 524
Labor force 222
Employment 212
Per capita income $14,769
Median household income $35,714
Households 152

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

for its exhibits to preserve the American
pioneer spirit as lived on the high plains of
Colorado. The Museum’s members work
to educate school children, as well as to re-
cord, preserve and study the prairie history
of northern Weld County.

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
www.upstatecolorado.org

Square miles .07
Population 2000 884
Population est.2006 864
Labor force 426
Employment 410

Per capita income $17,412
Median household income $36,944
Households 342

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

survey of Pierce in 1980, and wrongly stated that
nearly two-thirds of the town was in a floodway,
preventing commercial development in a major
portion of the town.That flawed designation was
removed in 2003. Now, prime locations for retail
users seeking exposure to traffic between Gree-
ley and Cheyenne are once again marketable.
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Platteville [momEs |

South Central Weld Chamber of Commerce
The hub of that activity, Fort Vasquez, www.southcentralweldchamber.com

(s5) has been replicated south of town and is
operated by the Colorado State Historical

Town of Platteville

WELD COUNTY RD. 34 www.plattevillegov.org

Society.
Later, the Colorado gold rush and Upstate Colorado Economic Development
WELD COUNTY R0, 325 Denver and Pacific Railroad contributed to www.upstatecolorado.org
a development surge in what is now Plat-
teville.
R a2 Today, the town’s economy is driven
PLATTEVILLE PROFILE

by several agricultural operations based
in the area.These include Morning Fresh
Farms Inc., Aurora Organic Dairy and other .
. . Square miles 1.5
area dairies, and several cattle companies. )
. . Population 2000 2,370
Additionally, turf producers and oil and gas .
R . R Population est.2006 2,611
businesses make Platteville their home. And
(se) n along Highway 85 is a favorite eatery to e 1128
Employment 1,056

residents and visitors alike, the Doubletree

Restaurant & Lounge. Per c.apita income ) $15,802
In addition to its location along High- I\H/I::;:E(:\Izzlsehold income §2§'472
Platteville is one of the oldest towns way 85, Platteville is bisected by Colorado
in Weld County and remains a thriving, Highway 66, which provides a direct link to Source: U.S. Census Bureau
bustling community. Platteville is located Interstate 25 just a few miles to the west.
south of Greeley along U.S.Highway 85.The Platteville residents and business leaders
town's boundaries are framed by the South  believe that the town’s location along High-  "écent formation of the South Central
Platte River on the west and Union Pacific way 85, coupled with tremendous regional ~ Weld Chamber of Commerce, a group that
Corp.’s rail lines to the east. growth, will bring a new era of develop- includes businesses from Platteville, Gilcrest
Settlers first came to the area in the ment to their community. and‘LaSaIIe along the central Highway 85
1830s to engage in fur trading with natives. The effort is bolstered in part by the corridor.

Severance | RESOURCES

Town of Severance

53) Located northwest of Greeley and A
about 13 miles west of Fort Collins, Sever-
ance was founded in the late 1800s as an Upstate Colorado Economic Development
agricultural community. With expanded www.upstatecolorado.org
{76 ——

population growth in the area, there is a

ready work force to support new employ-
ment opportunities.
In recent years, Severance has attracted SEVERANCE PROFI LE

several new service businesses and banks

u WELD COUNTY R, 35
CHRISTENSEN AVE.

that cater to local residents. Square miles 2.1
Severance became famous throughout Population 2000 597
Z the region for being home to Bruce’s Bar, a Population est.2006 2,590
E landmark restaurant serving Rocky Moun- Labor force 325
E 85 a tain Oysters as its signature dish. After the Employment 314
3 death of its owner, Bruce’s Bar closed, but Per capita income $17,625
MELD COUNTY . 72 the building still stands at the town’s main Median household income $50,625
\\ intersection. Households 187
The Severance Town Board has
. . . Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Explosive population growth has approved annexations that push the com-
propelled tiny Severance into one of the munity’s boundaries closer to Windsor and
fastest-growing cities in Colorado and Weld Fort Collins.
County. Between 2000 and 2005, Sever- Severance is located near Interstate 25
ance’s population jumped 219 percent. and Colo. Highways 14,257 and 392.
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Timnath

ATH AVE.

Tiny Timnath sits just east of Fort Col-
lins across Interstate 25,and directly north
of Windsor on that same thoroughfare.

In the coming years, Timnath will be
tiny no more. A rush of five large annexa-
tions in the span of 18 months has taken
the hamlet from approximately 200 acres
in size to more than 2,700 acres, or from

0.2 square miles to 3.6 square miles.

Already, a golf course has been com-
pleted, and an accompanying residential
community is under way on one of those
annexations.

Timnath flourished in its early years,
reaping benefits of sugar-beet, potato
and sheep operations.When a rail line
connecting Greeley and Fort Collins cut
through the town, it served as a minor
shipping center for agricultural and live-
stock commodities.

Originally called Fairview, Timnath
gained its current name in the 1880s from
the town’s Presbyterian minister and post-
master, who drew the new identifying
label from the 14th chapter of the Book
of Judges.There, it is the place where
Samson went to obtain a Philistine wife.
Long since removed from the days of its
name change, Timnath soon will be home
to a new Super Wal-Mart at the northeast
corner of I-25 and Harmony Road.

Faced with fast-paced changes, town
citizens and leaders have taken a slightly
different twist than many other quickly
growing Northern Colorado communities.

Wellington

®

LARIMER COUNTY RD. 62

LARINER COUNTY RD. 56

Wellington sits in a prime location in
Northern Colorado. Straddling Interstate 25,
Northern Colorado’s “Main Street,” Welling-
ton retains a small-town atmosphere, but at
the same time is centrally located to major
highways and railroads.

Like many of its neighboring Northern
Colorado communities, Wellington's roots
are steeped in agriculture and rail lines.

Acres of productive farm and grazing land
surround the town.

At the same time, convenient access
north to Cheyenne and south to Fort Collins,
Loveland and Denver has contributed to a
surge in new housing growth. And, Welling-
ton is well known for an excellent elementa-
ry and junior high school. High-school aged
youth go to school in nearby Fort Collins.

Additionally, dozens of existing busi-
nesses thrive in Wellington, along with an
active chamber of commerce.

The town government and chamber
work to aggressively draw new business, as
well.The town is a member of the Northern
Colorado Economic Development Corp.,
while the chamber is charged with adminis-
tering all inquires that come from NCEDC.

A number of new retail businesses have
opened in Wellington, and the town is also
the site of a prospective shrimp farm, to
be developed by Trident Aqua Technology
Ventures Inc., a local startup that expects
to employ 200.Trident will produce up to 6
million pounds of shrimp annually.

In addition to being well-poised for ad-
ditional residential and commercial growth,
the town of Wellington provides easy access

Northern Colorado -
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Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.
www.ncedc.com

Town of Timnath
www.timnathcolorado.org

Square miles 0.2
Population 2000 223
Population est.2006 213
Labor force 121
Employment 117

Per capita income $27,089
Median household income $51,250
Households 84

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

After approval of the five annexations,
they made it a priority to begin making
sure that downtown Timnath is preserved
and retains its character.

The town’s historical society began
immediately cataloging and forming a
“snapshot” of current Timnath for posterity.

Town of Wellington
www.townofwellington.com

Wellington Chamber of Commerce
www.wellingtoncoloradochamber.com

Northern Colorado Economic Development Corp.

www.ncedc.com

Square miles 1.8
Population 2000 2,672
Population est.2006 4,128
Labor force 1,482
Employment 1,419
Per capita income $17,783
Median household income $47,917
Households 928

Source: U.S.Census Bureau

to the Rocky Mountains. It is near excellent
trout fishing, mountain biking, hiking, cross-
country skiing and snowmobiling trails.
State wildlife preserves lie to the east and
south of town.
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oneof the fastest growing commbiyicies in Colorad. aVe

what it takes?

For More Information
Contact the Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce at:

Comupe®

economicdevelopment@wellingtoncoloradochamber.com
(970) 568.4133
www.wellingtoncoloradochamber.com

} The Rocky Mountain Innovation Initiative, RMI2,
/’ is a regional non-profit formed to accelerate the
success of high impact scientific and technology
start-up companies in Northern Colorado.

By the numbers

=>383,900 - overall regional labor force

9,900 - number of underemployed who have an average of eight years experience in manufacturing/assembly/fabrication

£’5,700 - number who have nine years experience in information technology

The region has a highly educated workforce, with Fort Collins being named to Fast Companies magazine Fast Cities list in
2007. The magazine cited Fort Collins as generating patents at the rate of 11.45 per 10,000 people, or nearly four times
the U.S. city average. We welcome you to our website, and welcome the opportunity to work with you. www.rmi2.org

For more information, please call Mark Forsyth at 970.211.1301
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Resources

Berthoud Area Chamber of Commerce
345 Mountain Ave.

Berthoud, CO 80513

Phone/Fax: 970-532-4200/970-532-7690
E-mail:bcc@berthoudcolorado.com
www.berthoudcolorado.com

Carbon Valley Chamber of Commerce
8303 Colorado Blvd,, Suite 201

Firestone, CO 80504

Phone/Fax: 303-833-5933/303-833-0335
E-mail: carbonvalleychamber@hotmail.com
www.carbonvalleychamber.com

City of Fort Collins Economic Coordinator

300 Laporte Ave.

Fort Collins, CO 80522

Phone/Fax: 970-416-2259/970-224-6107

Services: Coordinates cross-departmental eco-
nomic team to support retention and expansion of
business in Fort Collins.

E-mail: mfreeman@fcgov.com
kelly.peters@rmi2.org

www.fcgov.com

City of Greeley - Economic Development Manager
1000 10th St.

Greeley, CO 80631

Phone/Fax: (970) 350-9770/N/A

Services: Management of Greeley’s Economic
Gardening Program, works with Upstate Colorado
Economic Development.

www.ci.greeley.co.us

City of Loveland -

Business Development Department

500 E.Third St.

Loveland, CO 80537

Phone/Fax: (970) 962-2304/N/A

Services: Manages Business Development
Department for the city of Loveland, oversees
improvement of the community livability in the
city of Loveland.
E-mail:businessdev@ci.loveland.co.us
www.ci.loveland.co.us

CSU Office of Economic Development

1051 Campus Delivery

Fort Collins, CO 80523

Phone/Fax: 970-493-0903/N/A

Services:Works to empower local Colorado com-
munities and grow their economies, distributes
economic development research, supports
technology transfer and provides support for
entrepreneurs and emerging enterprises.
E-mail: hunt.lambert@colostate.edu
sarah.hach@business.colostate.edu
www.oed.colostate.edu

Eaton Area Chamber of Commerce

1 Maple Ave.

Eaton, CO 80615

Phone/Fax: 970-454-1404/970-454-1423
www.eatonco.org

Erie Chamber of Commerce

235 Wells St., P.O.Box 97

Erie, CO 80516

Phone/Fax: 303-828-3440/303-828-3330
E-mail:info@eriechamber.org
www.eriechamber.org

Jared Galleria of Jewelry

Walgreens—Harmony Rd.

Erie Economic Development Council

235 Wells St., PO.Box 97

Erie, CO 80516

Phone/Fax: 303-828-3440/303-828-3330
Services: Interest group providing relocation
information, commercial/industrial property
information, resource to the community.
E-mail:info@erieedc.org

www.erieedc.org

Estes Park Chamber of Commerce
P.O.Box 1818

Estes Park,CO 80517

Phone/Fax: 970-586-4431/800-378-3708/
970-586-1021

E-mail: esteschamber@aol.com
www.estesparkchamber.com

Evans Chamber of Commerce

3700 Golden St.

Evans, CO 80620

Phone/Fax: 970-330-4204/970-506-2726
E-mail: ecc@evanschamber.org
www.evanschamber.org

Fort Collins Area Chamber of Commerce
225S.Meldrum St.

Fort Collins, CO 80521

Phone/Fax: 970-482-3746/970-482-3774
E-mail: general@fcchamber.org
www.fortcollinschamber.com

Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority
19 Old Town Square, Suite 230

Fort Collins, CO 80524

Phone/Fax: 970-484-2020/970-484-2069

E-mail: chip@downtownfortcollins.org
www.downtownfortcollins.org

Fort Lupton Chamber of Commerce
321 Denver Ave.

Fort Lupton, CO 80621

Phone/Fax: 303-857-4474/N/A
E-mail:flchamber@frii.com
www.fortluptonchamber.com

Greeley Chamber of Commerce/Visitors Bureau
902 Seventh Ave.

Greeley, CO 80631

Phone/Fax: 970-352-3566/970-352-3572
Services: The Greeley Chamber of Commerce acts
on issues that impact the prosperity of our business
community.The Greeley Chamber of Commerce
assists businesses with networking opportunities,
growth, promotion and government affairs affect-
ing business.The Visitors Bureau markets Greeley
as a destination for meetings, conferences, sporting
events, and day trips.

E-mail: steph@greeleychamber.com
www.greeleychamber.com

ley Downtown D:
810 Ninth Street Plaza
Greeley, CO 80631
Phone/Fax: 970-356-6775/970-378-8708
E-mail: greeleydowntown@greeleydowntown.com
www.greeleydowntown.com

log Authority

Greeley Small Business Development Center
902 Seventh Ave.

Greeley, CO 80631

Phone/Fax: (970) 352-3661/(970) 352-3572
E-mail:ron.anderson@aims.edu

Johnstown/Milliken Chamber of Commerce
118 Charlotte St.,P.O.Box 501

Banks
Hotels
Medical

ECONOMIC PROFILE

Johnstown, CO 80534

Phone/Fax: 970-587-7042/970-587-8703
E-mail:info@johnstownmillikenchamber.com
www.johnstownmillikenchamber.com

Kersey Area Chamber of Commerce

P.0.Box 397

Kersey, CO 80644

Phone/Fax: 970-356-8669/N/A

E-mail: chamberupdates@kblegacydesigns.com
www.kerseycolorado.com

Longmont Area Economic Council

528 Main St.

Longmont, CO 80501
Phone/Fax:303-651-0128/303-682-5446
E-mail:laec@longmont.org
www.longmont.org

Loveland Center for Business Development
5400 Stone Creek Circle

Loveland, CO 80538

Phone/Fax: 970-667-4106/970-667-5211
E-mail:don.abbott@loveland.org
www.lovelandbusinessadvice.com

Loveland Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Center
5400 Stone Creek Circle

Loveland, CO 80538

Phone/Fax: 970-667-6311/800-258-1278/970-
667-5211

E-mail:info@loveland.org

www.loveland.org

Northern Colorado Economic

Development Corporation

3553 Clydesdale Parkway, Suite 230

Loveland, CO 80538

Phone/Fax: 970-667-0905/970-669-4680
Services: Private economic-development corp.
Focus is to leverage public and private funds to
strengthen existing employers, support expansion
projects and recruit new employers.
E-mail:info@ncedc.com

mdobbie@ncedc.com

www.ncedc.com

Northern Colorado Rural

Development Association

P.O.Box 216

Wellington, CO 80549

Phone/Fax: 970-204-7739/970-568-4321

Services: Interest group that promotes and
advances primary jobs and economic well-being of
Wellington and northern Larimer County.
E-mail:info@ncrda.org

www.ncrda.org

Rocky Mountain Innovation Initiative

Fort Collins, CO N/A

Services:To enable and accelerate the success of
high growth, high impact innovation-based startup
companies and to promote the development of

an entrepreneurial culture and infrastructure to
sustain and nurture scientific & technology-based
industries in the Northern Colorado region.
www.rmi2.org

Small Business Development Center

125 S.Howes St.,No.150

Fort Collins, CO 80521

Phone/Fax: (970) 498-9295/(970) 498-8924
E-mail: sbdc@frii.com
www.sbdc-larimer.com

Offices
Restaurants
Retail

On the Border &

Staples at Centerra

Loveland Fort Collins Red Robin—Loveland Loveland
2302 East 13th Street
Loveland, CO 80537 Ph. (970) 663-7636
Website: www.coeconstruction.com Fax (970) 669-4329

12008

South Central Weld Chamber of Commerce
P.0.Box 606

Platteville, CO 80651
E-mail:lasalle@coloeast.com
www.southcentralweldchamber.com

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

822 Seventh St., Suite 550

Greeley,CO 80631

Phone/Fax: 970-356-4565/970-352-2436
Services: Private economic-development corpora-
tion that assists existing and prospective primary
employers with resources helpful in expanding
revenue and employment opportunities.
E-mail:info@upstatecolorado.org
Iburkhardt@upstatecolorado.org
www.upstatecolorado.org

Windsor Chamber of Commerce

421 Main St.

Windsor, CO 80550

Phone/Fax: 970-686-7189/970-686-0352
E-mail:information@windsorchamber.net
www.windsorchamber.net

Business Assistance
Tools

Enterprise zones

Colorado’s Urban and Rural Enterprise Zone Act of
1986 established a program for the designation of
state enterprise zones.The program provides incen-
tives for private enterprise to expand and for new
businesses to locate in economically distressed
areas of the state.The Economic Development
Commission (EDC) designates certain economically
distressed areas of the state as Enterprise Zones.
There are currently 16 local Enterprise Zones in
Colorado. Businesses located in a zone may qualify
for 10 different Enterprise Zone Tax Credits and
Incentives to encourage job creation and invest-
ment in these zones.

Enterprise-zone administrators:

Larimer County: Lew Wymisner,

Larimer County Workforce Center

200 W Oak St, #5000

Fort Collins, CO 80522

Phone/Fax: 970-498-6605/970-498-6673
E-mail: LWymisner@larimer.org
www.larimerworkforce.org

Maury Dobbie, president & CEO

Northern Colorado Economic Development
Corporation

3553 Clydesdale Parkway, Suite 230

Loveland, CO 80538

Phone/Fax: 970-667-0905/970-669-4680
Services: Private economic-development corp.
Focus is to leverage public and private funds to
strengthen existing employers, support expansion
projects and recruit new employers.
E-mail:info@ncedc.com

mdobbie@ncedc.com

www.ncedc.com

Weld County: Cathy Schultz, senior VP

Upstate Colorado Economic Development

822 Seventh St., Suite 550

Greeley,CO 80631

Phone/Fax: 970-356-4565/970-352-2436
Services: Private economic-development corpora-
tion that assists existing and prospective primary
employers with resources helpful in expanding
revenue and employment opportunities.
E-mail:info@upstatecolorado.org
www.upstatecolorado.org

Revolving Loan Fund

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
administers the Weld/Larimer Revolving Loan
Fund, using federal funds to provide gap financing
for companies that expand the job base in rural
Larimer and Weld counties.

Greeley Community Development Fund

Upstate Colorado Economic Development admin-
isters this fund, which extends financial assistance
to qualifying companies expanding or locating

in Greeley.

Infrastructure Grant Program

Upstate Colorado Economic Development
provides grant-application and implementation
assistance to eligible communities seeking federal
Community Development Block Grant dollars for
infrastructure projects.
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Resources -



- Investors

NORTHERN COLORADO
ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT CORP.

LEADERSHIP 2010 COUNCIL
MEMBERS

2534
Advantage Bank
Bohemian Cos.
Burns Marketing Communication
Chase Bank
Chrisland Inc.
City of Fort Collins
City of Loveland
Coe Construction Inc.
Colorado State University
Community Foundation of North-
ern Colorado
Connell Resources Inc.
Coulson Excavating Co. Inc.
Dohn Construction
Dow Law Firm LLC
Drahota Commercial LLC
Ehrhardt Keefe Steiner & Hottman
(EKS&H)
Ernest Health:

Advanced Care Hospital of
Northern Colorado

Northern Colorado Rehabilita-
tion Hospital
Employer Solutions Group
Everitt Commercial Partners LLC
Everitt MacMillan Development
First National Bank
Flood & Peterson Insurance Inc.
Fort Collins Board of Realtors
Fort Collins Coloradoan
FRIl
Gerrard Excavating Inc.
Gregory Electric Inc.
The Group Inc.
Home State Bank
Hilton Fort Collins (John Q.Ham-
mons Hotels)
JR Engineering LLC
Kurt Austin Properties LLC
Lafarge - North America
Larimer County Government
Loveland Commercial LLC
Markley Motors Inc.
Marriott Hotels - Fort Collins
McKee Medical Center
McWhinney
Northern Colorado Business
Report
Northern Colorado Commercial
Association of Realtors
Platte River Power Authority
Poudre Valley Health System
Qwest Communications
Realtec Commercial - Fort Collins
& Loveland
Town of Estes Park
Town of Johnstown
Water Valley
Wells Fargo Bank
Woodward Governor Co.
Yancey's Food Service

STRATEGIC PARTNERS

Aims Community College

City of Fort Collins

City of Loveland

Colorado Lending Source
Colorado State University

Fort Collins Area Chamber of
Commerce

Front Range Community College
Larimer County

Loveland Center for Business
Development

Loveland Chamber of Commerce
Metro Denver EDC

Northern Colorado Commercial
Association of Realtors

Rocky Mountain Innovation
Initiative

Small Business Development
Center

ECONOMIC PROFILE

:: 2008

Town of Berthoud
Town of Estes Park
Town of Johnstown
Town of Wellington
Town of Windsor

INVESTORS

ATrain Marketing Communica-
tions Inc

Agilent Technologies

All Copy Products Inc.

Allen Plumbing & Heating
Alliance Construction
Anheuser Busch Inc.

Bank of Colorado

Benjamin Franklin Plumbing of
Northern Colorado

BHA Design Inc

The Bissetti Co.

BMC West Building Materials
Brinkman Partners

Cache Bank & Trust

Centennial Bank of the West
Center Partners Inc.

Colorado Housing and Finance
Authority

Colorado Lending Source
Colorado Precast Concrete Inc.
Compass Bank

Dana Milner Photography
Dellenbach Motors

Eaglespan Steel Structures Inc.

Earth Engineering Consultants Inc.

Exodus Moving & Storage Inc.
First American Heritage Title Co.
FirstBank of Northern Colorado
First Community Bank

First Western Trust Bank, Northern
Colorado

Fossil Creek Drywall Inc.

Fuller Real Estate

Gerald H.Phipps Inc.

Gleason Westside Investments
Gracon Corp.

Great Western Railway (Broe Cos.)
Harrison Resource Corp.

Heart Center of the Rockies
Hewlett Packard Company
High Country Beverage Corp.
Homewood Suites by Hilton
Institute of Business & Medical
Careers

Intel Corp.

Jake Kauffman & Son Inc.

JeHN Engineering

Johnny Carinos

Kroll Factual Data

Landmark Engineering Ltd.
Liberty Homes Inc.

Liley, Rogers & Martell LLC
Loveland-Berthoud Board of
Realtors

Loveland Daily Reporter-Herald
Loveland Ready Mix Concrete Inc.
LPR Construction Company Inc.
LSI Logic Corp.

Merit Electric Inc.

Mountain States Employers
Council Inc.

Neenan Co., The

Northwestern Mutual Financial
Network

OfficeScapes

Paragon Point Partners

PLS Homes Inc.

Porter Industries Inc.

Poudre Valley REA

Ralph Waldo, CRS CIPS, The
Group Inc.

RE/MAX Alliance

RLE Technologies

Roadrunner Productions

Ron Young, RE/MAX First-
Commercial

Sample & Bailey, CPA, PC
Security Title Guaranty Co.
Seven Generations LLC

Shaw Sign & Awning Inc.
Showcase Window Fashions
Sinnett Builders
Sitzman-Mitchell Co.

SOS Staffing

Stroh and Co., Realty
TechniGraphics Inc

Town of Berthoud

Town of Timnath

Town of Wellington

Town of Windsor

TST Inc. Consulting Engineers
United Western Bank
U.S.Bank

Wal-Mart Distribution Center
Ward Construction Co.

Wick Bramer & Trautwein LLC
W.W.Reynolds Cos. Inc.

Xcel Energy

FRIENDS

Actian Corp.

Aims Community College
Alphagraphics

Angeli, Delinger & Kercher LLC
Baker Instrument Co.

Brown & Brown Insurance Co.
Builders Supply Inc.

Citizen Printing

Cityscape Urban Design Inc
CSURF

CTLThompson Inc.

Delta Construction Inc.

Ed Carroll Motors Inc.

Empire Management Inc.
FamLeCo

Farmers Insurance

Floor Store, The (Magellan Group)
Fort Collins Forum Newspaper
Fort Collins/Loveland Water
District and South Fort Collins
Sanitation District

Front Range Community College
G.L. Hoff Construction Co.
Ground Engineering Consultants
Group Publishing Inc.

H & H Electric Inc.

Heath Construction

HH Group - The Land Exchange
Home Builders Association of
Northern Colorado

Horizon Banks - Loveland
In-Situ Inc.

King Contracting

King Pontiac GMC Subaru
Lakeview Development Corp.
Land Title Guarantee Co.
Manpower Inc.

McStain Enterprises

MediaTech Productions
Messner Engineering Inc.

MM Solutions

Mountain n’Plains Property
Management

Mountain States Better Business
Bureau

New Belgium Brewing Co.

Nolte Associates, Inc.

Norlarco Credit Union

North American Title Co.
Northern Colorado Information &
Resources Inc.

Northern Colorado Water Conser-
vancy District

Northern Engineering Services
Inc.

Praxair Inc.

RealGIS

Rigden Farms

Risk Removal Inc.

Schrader Oil Co.

Shannon & Associates

Sholar Architecture & Construc-
tion

Spanjer Construction Corp.
Stanford Real Estate LLC
Stantec Consulting

Starr & Westbrook PC Attorneys
atLaw

State Farm Insurance Cos.

Super Vacuum Manufacturing Co.
Tait & Associates Inc.

TechSmart Solutions Inc.
Terracon Consulting Engineers &
Scientists

Toolbox Creative
Walker Manufacturing Co.

UPSTATE COLORADO
ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
Business

Carbon Valley Chamber of
Commerce

Colorado Enterprise Fund
Colorado Lending Source

Eaton Area Chamber of Com-
merce

Erie Economic Development
Council

Evans Chamber of Commerce
Fort Lupton Chamber of Com-
merce

Fort Lupton Development Corp.
Greeley Area Realtor Association
Greeley Chamber of Commerce
Greeley Small Business Develop-
ment Center

Johnstown-Milliken Chamber of
Commerce

Mead Area Chamber of Com-
merce

Metro Denver Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

Colorado Alliance for Microenter-
prise Initiatives

Northern Colorado Commercial
Association of Realtors

South Central Weld Chamber of
Commerce

Weld County Builders Association
Windsor Chamber of Commerce

Education

Aims Community College

RE-1 Gilcrest

RE-1J St.Vrain Valley (Dacono,
Mead, Firestone Erie & Frederick)
RE-2 Eaton

RE-3J Keenesburg

RE-4 Windsor

RE-5J Johnstown-Milliken

Dist 6 Greeley/Evans

RE-7 Platte Valley

RE-8 Fort Lupton

RE-9 Ault-Highland

RE-10 Briggsdale

RE-11 Prairie

University of Northern Colorado

Government

City of Brighton

City of Dacono

City of Evans

City of Fort Lupton

City of Greeley

Colorado Office of Economic
Development and International
Trade

Employment Services of Weld
County

Greeley Downtown Development
Authority

Town of Eaton

Town of Erie

Town of Firestone

Town of Frederick

Town of Garden City

Town of Gilcrest

Town of Hudson

Town of Johnstown

Town of Keenesburg

Town of Kersey

Town of LaSalle

Town of Milliken

Town of Nunn

Town of Pierce

Town of Platteville

Town of Severance

Town of Windsor

Weld County

INVESTOR/PARTNERS
Funding Partners

City of Greeley
Town of Windsor
Weld County
Phelps-Tointon Inc.

Patron Investors

Chase Bank

City of Evans

Colorado & Santa Fe Real Estate/
TriPointe

First National Bank

Great Western Development Co.
Greeley Area Realtor Association
Hall-Irwin Corp./Bestway Concrete
Hensel-Phelps Construction Co.
Hoshiko Farms

Key Bank

Landmark Cos.

North Colorado Medical Center
Northern Colorado Commercial
Association of Realtors

Poudre Valley REA

Roche Constructors Inc.

State Farm Insurance Cos.
United Power

Wells Fargo Bank

Xcel Energy

Sponsoring Investors

Atmos Energy

Bank of Choice

BMC West
Carestream Inc.
Ehrlich Dealerships
Greeley Tribune
Kodak Colorado Division
New Frontier Bank
Union Pacific Railroad
Varra Cos.Inc.

Vestas Blades

Sustaining Investors

1st Bank

Advantage Bank

Bank of Colorado

Boomerang Properties

Cache Bank & Trust

Conquest Holdings

Drexel Barrell & Co.

EnviroTech Services, Inc.

Flood & Peterson Insurance
Fort Lupton Development Corp.
Great Northern Properties LLLP
Greeley Country Club

Guaranty Bank &Trust Co.

Jehn Engineering

Kennedy and Coe

Landmark Builders

Macrum Building Systems
McWhinney Enterprises

NCMC Foundation

Norfolk Iron & Metal

Northern Colorado Paper Inc.
Northwest Parkway Public High-
way Authority

RR Donnelley Norwest Inc.
Realtec-Greeley LLC

RE/MAX Optimum Group LLC
Sear Real Estate

SOS Staffing

Southwest Weld Economic Devel-
opment Group

Spradley Barr Fort Lincoln
Mercury

Thomas & Tyler LLC

Weld County Garage

Supporting Investors

Aims Community College
Anderson & Whitney PC
Casseday Creative Designs
Chrisland

Colorado Railcar Manufactur-
ing LLC

Douglass Roofing

First American Heritage Title
Greeley Medical Clinic

J-9 Crop Insurance

KBN Engineers

Kendall Printing Co.
Northern Colorado Business
Report

Otis, Coan and Stewart LLC
Pickett Engineering

RE/MAX Alliance

Shirazi & Associates Inc.
Weld County Builders Association
Witwer, Oldenburg, Barry &
Johnson LLP

General Investors

Agland Inc.

Alroy Capital LLC

Colorado Lending Source
Dairy Specialists

Farmers Bank

Fairfields and Woods PC

Fuller and Co.

KUNC

Kuhn Knight

Bradley Leafgren, Mountain States
Farm Credit

Martin Produce Co.

National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners

OfficeScapes

Prudential Rocky Mountain
REALTORS

St.Vrain Block Co.

Van Hull Commercial

Weld School District 6

Associate Contributors

AGRPROfessionals LLC
American Family Insurance-Dan
Mausbach Agency

Carbon Valley Chamber of
Commerce

Dyer Realty Inc.

Erie Economic Development
Council

Evans Area Chamber of Com-
merce

Fort Lupton Chamber of Com-
merce

Greeley Chamber of Commerce
Greeley Computer Services
Johnstown-Milliken Chamber of
Commerce

Mead Area Chamber of Com-
merce

South Central Weld Chamber of
Commerce

Trans World Supplies

Windsor Chamber of Commerce

Community Participants

Town of Ault

City of Brighton
City of Dacono
Town of Eaton
Town of Erie

City of Evans

City of Fort Lupton
Town of Firestone
Town of Frederick
Town of Garden City
Town of Gilcrest
City of Greeley
Town of Hudson
Town of Johnstown
Town of Keenesburg
Town of Kersey
Town of La Salle
Town of Milliken
Town of Nunn
Town of Pierce
Town of Platteville
Town of Severance
Town of Windsor

WWW.UPSTATECOLORADO.ORG
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Realtec’s dominant market position comes from a simple philosophy:

Enlist only the most experienced, productive, team-oriented brokers to create a high
energy environment, where the goals of our clients and customers are paramount.

4 OFFICES TO BETTER SERVE YOU!

Fort Collins FC - Downtown Greeley Loveland
970.229.9900 970.407.9900 970.346.9900 970.593.9900

RE:AIJTEC More Listings. More Deals. More Experience.

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES WWW.REALTEC.COM

RETAIL OFFICE INDUSTRIAL LAND INVESTMENT  SALES LEASING




Move into new office at Rangeview

l iinesh with hrace At Nk et Dand :'....E_ '__'
Lunch with boss at The Bent Fork Gril
v new car at Motorplex

Outdoor concert at Chapungu Park

Night enade Shops

Just another week at Centerra
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