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New life 
flowing  
into River 
District
By Doug Storum
dstorum@bizwestmedia.com

FORT COLLINS — A flurry of new 
urban development in Fort Collins’ 
River District is generating momen-
tum to rehabilitate the area that once 
was Camp Collins, a military outpost 
established along the Poudre River in 
1864, and by the 1870s had become the 
city’s center.

In ensuing years, the 17-acre area 
has been home to industrial and agri-
culture companies scattered through-
out, anchored at the east end by the 
Ranch-Way Feed Mill, the oldest con-
tinuously running business in Fort 
Collins.

But now a few developers are acting 
on their passion to create a vibrant 
work/live/play neighborhood that is 
pedestrian-friendly on the land where 
the city’s founders lived, connecting 
the river with the bustling Old Town 
Square.

The River District, now at the north-
eastern tip of Fort Collins, includes 
the area just northeast of Old Town 
Square, including Jefferson, Linden 
and Willow streets, bordered by the 
river to the north, North College Ave-
nue to the west and Lincoln Avenue to 
the east.

Development companies Laguni-
tas Cos., [Space] Foundry, Blue Ocean 
Enterprises Inc. and small-business 
owners have been acquiring small 
parcels of land in the district from 
longtime landowners and putting 
their own stamp on them.

Prouty filling ‘blank slate’
Calling these properties a “blank 

slate,” developer Jon Prouty, owner 
of Lagunitas Cos. in Fort Collins, has 
completed a couple of projects in the 
district – a condo/office project called 

Roofs-On-The-River and the interior 
renovation of the Bas Bleu Theatre.

Prouty, The Shuman Cos. and 
Dohn Construction Inc., both Fort 
Collins firms, have the 70,393-square-
foot, 54-unit Mill House high-end 
apartments under construction, and 
Prouty is working through the plan-
ning process to convert the historic 
Feeder Supply building built in 1911 
into a restaurant and bar. 

“The district is unique because 
developers have a better chance to 
define what they want and what is best 
for the city,” Prouty said.

The city recently redefined a set of 
design guidelines for the district that 
respects its rich agricultural heritage, 
which Prouty calls challenging, but 
important.

“They are just that, guidelines. … 
There is room for discussion, it just 
prolongs the process. … Some devel-
opers don’t have a stomach for that,” 
he said.

Randy Shortridge and Jason Kersley 
of Fort Collins-based [Space] Foundry 
are planning Confluence, a $9 mil-
lion project at the northwest corner of 
Linden and Willow streets, land that 
once was used as the parade grounds 
for the old fort. Confluence will com-
bine office, retail and residential units. 
Some of the buildings will be five sto-
ries tall. Shortridge expects construc-
tion to begin during the first quarter 
of 2016 and open in the first quarter 
of 2017.

“Redeveloping the district will 
reconnect the river with the rest of 
the city,” said Shortridge, an archi-
tect whose [au]workshop recently 
designed the 37,000-square-foot Block 
One, a mix of offices and a restau-
rant space that when leased will offer 
riverside dining and 12 apartments 
nestled up against the Poudre River 

COURTESY [SPACE]-[AU WORKSHOP] / FOR BIZWEST

An architectural rendering shows the various buildings and heights of Confluence, a 
mixed-use project planned for the northwest corner of Linden and Willow streets on the 
site of the former parade grounds of Camp Collins.

JOEL BLOCKER/FOR BIZWEST

Randy Shortridge, left, and Jason Kersley, co-owners of [au] workshop and [Space Found-
ry], stand on the Linden Street bridge with Block One in the background. Block One is a 
new four-story, mixed-use building that has space for a restaurant that could offer riverside 
dining. Shortridge and Kersley designed Block One for Encompass Technologies.

From the banks that bore a city,  
developers reimagine Old Town 

From left, Alex 
Schuman, Connie 

Dohn and Jon Prouty 
are building Mill 

House, above, a 54-
unit high-end apart-

ment complex at 311 
Willow St. Prouty also 
has built and is build-

ing other projects in 
the River District.
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Email your event 
photos to:  

Dallas Heltzell, 
dheltzell@bizwest-

media.com.  
Include complete 
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individuals.

N O N P R O F I T  N E T W O R K

T I M E  O U T

COURTESY GREELEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Paula Miller, owner of Crepes N Creams, celebrates the one-year anniversary of her 
store on June 29 with a ribbon cutting attended by customers and Greeley Chamber 
of Commerce ambassadors, staff and board.

COURTESY DOWLING PUBLIC RELATIONS

Green Ride Colorado Shuttle co-founders Robert Flynn and Ray Schofield and Ann 
Schofield of Community Lynx cut the ribbon Aug. 11 for the transportation service’s 
new Loveland-Fort Collins Airport headquarters and customer lounge. Looking on are 
members of the Loveland Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY GREELEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Cobblestone Inn & Suites in Kersey celebrates its ribbon cutting during Kersey Days 
on Aug. 1, along with investors and general manager Secorra Brown, at far right.

COURTESY GREELEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Residents of Greeley Place hold a July 30 ribbon cutting to welcome new managers 
Randy and Demoine Whitworth and a return to the Greeley Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT

Officials of the Regional Transportation District, the city of Boulder and Pedersen Devel-
opment cut the ribbon Aug. 13 to open RTD’s Boulder Junction at Depot Square Station. 
The 160-acre Boulder Junction area is being redeveloped into a mixed-use, pedestrian-
oriented neighborhood with regional transit connections and public spaces.

Members of the Wel-
lington Chamber of 
Commerce welcome 
Cameron Oil to the 
town during a July 17 
ribbon-cutting. Cam-
eron is a Texas-based 
oil and gas mainte-
nance company.

COURTESY WELLINGTON 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

GRANTS
The Community Foundation Serving Gree-
ley and Weld County announced grants total-
ing more than $21,600 to area teachers who 
encourage and support experiential learning, 
enhance student understanding and increase 
student achievement. These grants were part of 
the Littler Youth Fund Teacher Mini-Grant pro-
gram and supported teachers throughout Weld 
County. The teachers and projects funded in this 
distribution were: Kristen Baker, Imagine Char-
ter School, recycling program; Amy Belcastro, 
Rangeview Elementary School, Student Council 
Leaders program; Roxanna Butkus, Rangeview 
Elementary, digital microscopes; Kim Campbell, 
Imagine Charter, Young AmeriTowne field trip; 

Jessica Cooney, Greeley West High School, El 
Teatro program; Stacy Copeland, Eaton Middle 
School, science backpacks; Teresa Douglas, 
Harold S. Winograd K-8 School, Wild Animal 
Sanctuary field trip; Jessica Evans, Thunder 
Valley K-8, Charlotte’s Web field trip; Jennifer 
Flummerfelt, Platte Valley High School, busi-
ness curriculum; Sherri Gentz, Madison El-
ementary School, sensory equipment; Therese 
Gilbert, Heath Middle School, Junior Scholas-
tic readers; Margarete Jones, Windsor Middle 
School, LittleBits kits; Carrie Jordan, Prairie 
Public School, Daily Five & CAFÉ program; Dan-
iel Lee, Highland Elementary School, counseling 
project; Yanesia Long, Prairie Public, Daily Five 
workshop; Lindy Matthews, West Ridge Acad-
emy, iPad; Wendy Niccoli, Rangeview Elemen-

tary, Makerspaces project; Paul Ramirez, Brent-
wood Middle School, robotics design project; 
Christina Smith, Frederick High School, literacy 
project and field trip; Amy Zulauf, Greeley West 
High, IB science field trip.

Community Food Share, which serves Boulder 
and Broomfield counties, received a $60,000 grant 
through Denver Post Charities, a McCormick 
Foundation Fund. Funds were raised through the 
annual Season to Share giving campaign.

Boulder-based Via Mobility Services received a 
$240,000 grant from the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration to expand and improve coordination initia-
tives in the Denver region. The grant will allow Via to 
expand its Longmont coordination program to oth-

er communities including Broomfield, Northglenn, 
Federal Heights and Thornton. Partnering with the 
Denver Regional Mobility and Access Council and 
Seniors’ Resource Center, this planning grant will 
allow agencies in the region to use a coordinated 
system to easily book rides and transfers for cus-
tomers across service areas, improving the cus-
tomer experience and minimizing duplication.

The Adolph Coors Foundation awarded Fort 
Collins-based Pathways Hospice a $15,000 
grant. The hospice, a community nonprofit provid-
ing expert medical and comfort care for individuals 
navigating the last months of life, will use the funds 
toward grief counseling for all eligible individuals in 
Northern Colorado and the cost for providing those 
services and programs.
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B R I E F C A S E

CONTRACTS
Loveland-based Information and Real Estate Ser-
vices LLC, which covers Northern Colorado, is the 
new public listing display provider for the Colorado 
Real Estate Network, which serves Southwest 
Colorado. The partnership merges the listing infor-
mation from both services at ColoProperty.com. Fi-
nancial terms of the deal were not disclosed.

Denver-based Galvanize, an education company 
focused on data science, web development and 
entrepreneurship whose locations include Boulder 
and Fort Collins, announced a collaboration with 
IBM Corp. to help support diversity in data sci-
ence and engineering. As part of the pact, IBM will 
commit to provide support to female participants 
in Galvanize programs, from tuition assistance and 
mentorship to internships and employment oppor-
tunities.

Client companies of Fort Collins-based science and 
technology incubator Innosphere will get help in 
connecting with larger companies looking for merg-
ers and acquisitions, thanks to a new partnership 
with San Francisco-based Exitround, a private, 
anonymous marketplace for buyers and sellers 
of technology companies from the small to mid-
sized market. Its stable of buyers can confidentially 
browse opportunities and connect with those that fit 
their target match.

Left Hand Brewing Co. partnered with Wirtz Bev-
erage that will bring the Longmont-based craft 
brewery’s portfolio of beers to Nevada in Septem-
ber. Wirtz has offices in Las Vegas and Reno, Nev.

EARNINGS
Louisville-based biopharma GlobeImmune Inc. 
(Nasdaq: GBIM) reported a net loss of $1.3 million 
for the quarter that ended June 30. The company 
is down to six employees from 22, according to 
documents filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, as it restructures operations to pre-
serve cash after negative trial results of its hepatitis 
B drug candidate announced during the quarter. For 
the quarter, GlobeImmune posted revenue of $1.3 
million from collaboration license and manufactur-
ing services compared with $1.7 million in revenue 
generated during the same quarter a year ago. As of 
June 30, GlobeImmune had cash and cash equiva-
lents of $12.4 million. The quarterly loss of $1.3 mil-
lion is less than the loss of $9.2 million for the same 
period in 2014. Net cash used in operating activities 
for the first six months of this year was $4.4 million, 
compared with $5.9 million for the same period in 
2014. Total research and development expenses for 
the three months were $1.3 million, compared with 
$2.1 million for the same period in 2014. General 
and administrative expenses were $1.2 million, com-
pared with $900,000 for the same period in 2014.

Clovis Oncology Inc. (Nasdaq: CLVS) reported 
a loss of $71.5 million for its second quarter that 
ended June 30 as it continues to move forward to 
commercialize its first cancer-fighting drug. Boul-
der-based Clovis  had $377.6 million in cash, cash 
equivalents and available-for-sale securities and 
approximately 34.1 million outstanding shares of 
common stock as of June 30. In July, Clovis raised 
net proceeds of $298 million through an offering of 
4.1 million shares of common stock. The company 
reported no revenue for the second quarter and first 
half of 2015, compared with $13.6 million for the first 

quarter and first half of 2014. Research and develop-
ment expenses totaled $60.4 million for the second 
quarter and $117.1 million for the first half of 2015, 
compared with $28.4 million and $52.6 million for the 
comparable periods in 2014.

Buoyed by strong sales of its yoga, fitness and well-
ness products at such retailers as Kohl’s and Target, 
Louisville-based Gaiam Inc. (Nasdaq: GAIA) report-
ed net revenue up 27 percent from the same quarter 
a year ago. Net revenue in the second quarter of 
2015 increased 27 percent to $41.1 million com-
pared with $32.5 million in the same quarter a year 
ago. Gross profit in the second quarter increased 18 
percent to $18.2 million compared with $15.5 million 
in the second quarter of 2014. Meanwhile, operat-
ing expenses decreased 2 percent to $18.2 million, 
and second-quarter income from operations was 
$23,000 compared with a loss from operations of 
$3.2 million a year ago. Net loss for the second quar-
ter was $1.1 million or 5 cents per share, compared 
with a net loss of $2.4 million or 10 cents per share in 
the same period a year ago. The second quarter this 
year included approximately $1.1 million in costs as-
sociated with litigation from the sale of GVE Newco 
to Cinedigm in 2013. As of June 30, cash totaled 
$18.4 million compared with $15.8 million on Dec. 
31. The company continues to carry no debt.

Fast-casual restaurant chain Noodles & Co. (Nas-
daq: NDLS) reported a profit of $3.1 million, or 10 
cents per share, for its second quarter that ended 
June 30, compared with $3.5 million in profit for 
the same quarter a year ago. Broomfield-based 
Noodles generated revenue of $115.2 million for the 
quarter, an increase of 15.9 percent compared with 
$99.5 million for the same quarter a year ago. 

Dot Hill Systems Corp. (Nasdaq: HILL) posted prof-
it of $685,000, or 1 cent per share, improving from a 
loss of $78,000 for the same quarter last year. The 
figure was down, however, from profit of $3.9 million, 
or 6 cents per share in the first quarter of this year. 
Revenue for the second quarter was $61.5 million, 
up from $48.2 million a year ago and from $61.1 mil-
lion for the first quarter. The Longmont-based com-
pany increased its cash and cash equivalents during 
the quarter to $49.1 million from $46.3 million at the 
end of the previous quarter.

Clinical-stage pharmaceutical company Nivalis 
Therepeutics Inc. (Nasdaq: NVLS) released its first 
quarterly earnings report since becoming a publicly 
traded company, reporting a net loss of $5.9 million. 
The Boulder-based company, which is pre-revenue, 
is developing drug candidates for the treatment of 
cystic fibrosis, including lead candidate N91115, 
which is slated to begin Phase 2 trials later this year. 
The company’s net loss for the period ending June 
30 amounted to $1.41 per share and compared 
to a $4.2 million net loss for the same quarter last 
year. For the year so far, Nivalis has posted a loss 
of $10.2 million, or $3.19 per share, compared with 
$8.5 million last year. The company finished the 
second quarter with $101 million in cash and cash 
equivalents.

Advanced Energy Industries Inc. (Nasdaq: AEIS) 
reported a loss of $232.5 million for its second quar-
ter that ended June 30. The Fort Collins-based com-
pany makes power and control products for things 
such as flat-panel displays. It has been designing 
and manufacturing solar inverters, until late in the 
last quarter when the company decided to wind 
down that segment, accounting for much of the loss. 

During the quarter, the company incurred $201.1 
million in charges related to the wind down that was 
announced June 29. It also incurred restructuring 
charges of $168.4 million consisting of $154.6 mil-
lion for impairment of goodwill and intangibles, $12.3 
million to write down fixed assets and $1.5 million 
for contract settlement costs. The quarterly loss of 
$5.68 per share compares with a profit of $21.3 mil-
lion or 52 cents per   share in the first quarter, and 
$10.6 million or 26 cents per share in second quarter 
2014. The company reported second-quarter rev-
enue of $136.8 million compared with $141.1 million 
in the first quarter of 2015 and $146.3 million in the 
second quarter of 2014. It ended the quarter with 
$183.2 million in cash and marketable securities. 
Excluding the inverter business, sales were $104.6 
million in the second quarter, slightly below the first 
quarter’s sales of $105.8 million and up 28 percent 
from $81.8 million in the second quarter of 2014.

KUDOS
Arnold J. “Arnie” Drennen of Drennen Custom 
Contracting in Fort Collins was named the National 
Association of Home Builders Remodelers August 
Remodeler of the Month. Drennen founded DCC 
40 years ago.

MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS
Longmont United Hospital and Centura Health 
completed their affiliation agreement originally an-
nounced in November. LUH will become the 15th 
hospital in Colorado to join the Centura system. Un-
der the agreement, the hospital will be operated and 
managed by Centura in exchange for a long-term 
commitment of capital and resources. Hospital offi-
cials stressed that the agreement between LUH and 
Centura Health is neither a sale of the hospital nor an 
acquisition by Centura.

The clinical-trials division of Longmont-based nSpire 
Health Inc. was acquired by iCardiac Technologies, 
based in Rochester, N.Y. iCardiac, a provider of cardi-
ac safety assessment services to the pharmaceutical 
industry, opened an office in Longmont to accommo-
date the project-management, data-management, 
customer-support, information-technology, technol-
ogy-development and business-development teams 
that are joining iCardiac from nSpire Health. Financial 
terms of the deal were not disclosed, and the acquisi-
tion is effective immediately.

Chicago-based Hub International Ltd. bought the 
Colorado Nonprofit Insurance Agency, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Colorado Nonprofit Asso-
ciation. Earlier in the same week, Hub acquired Bank 
of the West Insurance Agency, including an office 
in Fort Collins. Hub’s Northern Colorado office will be 
at 3003 E. Harmony Road in Fort Collins.

Longmont-based manufacturer and distributor of 
fashion jewelry Left Hand Studios LLC, a subsid-
iary of La Jolla, Calif.-based Succession Capital 
Inc. and doing business as Sienna Sky Jewelry, 
acquired Longmont-based Lemon Tree Jewelry, 
which makes and wholesales more than 300 earring 
and necklace designs. Lemon Tree will be integrated 
into the operations of Sienna Sky while staying as 
a unique product line, with ongoing design support 
from Lisa Boyd, a Colorado native who started mak-
ing jewelry to pay her way through Colorado State 
University and then founded Lemon Tree in 2003.

Wolf Robotics, a Fort Collins-based manufacturer of 
integrated robotic welding and cutting systems, has 
a new parent company. Euclid, Ohio-based welding 
equipment maker Lincoln Electric Holdings Inc. 
(Nasdaq: LECO) acquired privately held Rimrock 
Holdings Corp., based in Columbus, Ohio. Wolf 
Robotics is one of Rimrock Holdings’ two divisions. 
Terms of the agreement were not disclosed.

New York private-equity firm Kinderhook Industries 
LLC purchased a stake in Bestop Inc., with the aim of 
helping the Louisville-based company expand its of-
ferings within the Jeep and 4×4 accessories market. 
Specific terms of the deal were not disclosed. Be-
stop, which employs roughly 150 people in Louisville, 
will stay in town, with added hiring likely over the next 
couple of years. Bestop, a six-decade-old company 
with roots in the Longmont area, has been owned by 
Toronto-based automotive supplier Magna Interna-
tional since 1996. With the new deal, Kinderhook and 
Magna have equal stakes in a new joint venture that 
has purchased Bestop from Magna.

The office of Fort Collins-based charter-bus rental 
company Express Charters Inc. soon will reopen 
under a new name, in the wake of its Aug. 1 acqui-

sition by Omaha, Neb.-based Arrow Stage Lines. 
The former Express Charters office at 521 Link Lane 
closed temporarily until the transition was completed.

MOVES
Agribotix, which provides data analytics and 
makes drones for precision agriculture, is moving 
its headquarters to a larger Boulder location to ac-
commodate rapid growth that is due in part to a 
new deal to feature the company’s technology at 
1,600 Agco Corp. dealerships in North America. 
The company is in the process of moving into a 
roughly 3,500-square-foot space at Boulder Mu-
nicipal Airport that is about triple the size of the 
company’s spot at 2983 Sterling Court.

Tenants of a building at 619 S. College Ave. in cen-
tral Fort Collins have been scrambling to find new 
space – either temporary or permanent – as the 
Bohemian Foundation ramps up construction and 
renovation for its “Music District” project. Commu-
nity radio station KRFC-FM 88.9 will move its staff, 
studios, music collection and equipment by the 
end of August to 330 S. College Ave., next to the 
former Perkins restaurant. The station expects to 
return to its renovated home in about nine months. 
Directly above KRFC, the offices of the Alliance for 
Suicide Prevention of Larimer County moved in 
June to space within the Center for Family Out-
reach, 1100 Poudre River Drive, just south of East 
Mulberry Street – and is likely to stay there

OPENINGS
Fort Collins-based startup Skirt in the Dirt Co-op 
LLC is opening a franchise location of Pennsylva-
nia-based Rent the Chicken that supplies cus-
tomers with everything they need – from the hens 
to phone and web support – to produce their own 
fresh eggs in their back yards.

Local Editions Books and Coffee, a small book-
store featuring only Colorado authors, held its 
grand opening Aug. 15 at 2919 17th Ave., Suite 
110, in northwest Longmont. The store is the brain-
child of Ron Vejrostek, who has run a tax-prepara-
tion and financial-planning business in Longmont 
since 1980 and came up with the idea for the book-
store earlier this year when he discovered how hard 
it was to market his own book.

Freshii – the health-casual, fresh food concept – 
opened a location at 1335 Broadway on The Hill in 
Boulder. The chain offers a menu of healthy options 
in more than 70 cities and 13 countries. 

Cozad, Neb.-based First Bank and Trust Co. 
received approval from the Colorado Division of 
Banking to open a loan-production office in Long-
mont. Longtime community banker Tom Beckett 
will manage the office at 1155 S. Main St. Docu-
ments posted by the division said the bank, doing 
business as Mountain View Bank, will use the 
name Waypoint Bank.

The Garden Juicery opened in the at 2601 S. 
Lemay Ave., Unit 9, in the Scotch Pines Village 
shopping center at Lemay Avenue and Drake Road 
in Fort Collins. The city’s first raw-food and cold-
pressed juice bar opened in a space remodeled by 
Dohn Construction.

PRODUCT UPDATE
Boulder-based MobileDay, creator of the one-
tap conference-call dialing app, released Push, a 
new feature for MobileDay Business that enables 
individuals, teams and organizations to dial into 
a conference call with one touch via their mobile 
phones and then redirect the call to the device of 
their choice, including conference room Polycoms, 
Cisco conference phones and traditional desk 
phones. New app updates also enable MobileDay 
Business users to place calls over WiFi networks 
when available for better connectivity.

SERVICES
Louisville-based natural and organic online gro-
cer Door to Door Organics expanded into Des 
Moines, Iowa, and Columbus, Ohio, as well as ad-
ditional areas of Colorado Springs and Pueblo.

Four Paws Pet Hotel & Resort, a pet boarding, 
grooming and doggie daycare facility in Fort Col-
lins, started construction on an indoor swimming 
pool. Scheduled to open in October, it will be the 
largest indoor dog pool in Northern Colorado.
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Field Service Engineer  
(FSE-CO) in Fort Collins, CO. 

Installing and repairing items within 
the Woodward control systems and 

power converters (hardware and 
software) for customers. Supports 
the Woodward renewable power 
systems products which usually 
consist of control systems and 

converters for the wind generation 
industry. Master’s +2 yrs rltd exp. 
Send resume to Woodward, Attn: 
Shari Ehlers, 3800 N Wilson Ave., 

Loveland, CO 80538.  
Must ref job title & code.














